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ABSTRACT

The twilight of a tempestuous nineteenth-century saw the rise of a newaadier
a newly defined nation in Porfirian Mexico (1876-1911). Given the martial background
of General Porfirio Diaz, and the warfare that marked the times, militaojvement in
the modernizing country was not altogether surprising. But relative stantity
technological advances now enabled a much reduced army to exert itself in
unprecedented ways. Far out of proportion to their size, the armed forces absorbed half
the national budget and penetrated every area of society with militarysffiaking up,
among other things, many of the most important politicians, engineers, and.writer
Thousands of young men, often forcibly conscripted, entered a national army that
extended the State into regions previously beyond centralized influence or suceeilla
Yet the regime’s ostentatious public rituals of parade and manoeuvre stood in stark
contrast to the violent eradication of bandits, dissidents, and indigenous rebeld.dflatre
Porfirian brutality and decadence has obscured the truly significant contribtiéons
military made to the nascent Mexico.

By devising and enacting their particular visions of the nation, and embodying it
through practices that ranged from crime and duels to parades and battleiténg mil
proved integral to the formation of nationalism and its constituent identities of gender
class, and racial organization. | contend that the role of the military offpostant
clues to the making of the modern nation. Both the history of its impact as aniorstitut
and the role of soldiers in civil society shed light on the historical roots of Etexic
cultures and politics that persisted into the twentieth century, and offer insitghtee
roots of some persisting challenges— machismo, corruption, and distrust of public
institutions. The military comprises both lens and exemplar of how the process of
becoming modern shapes the foundations of what is understood as the nation.
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INTRODUCTION

Mexicans, at the cry of war,
make ready the steel and the steed,
and may the earth tremble at its centers
at the resounding roar of the cannon.
And may the earth tremble at its centers
at the resounding roar of the cannon!

War, war without quarter to any who dare
to tarnish the coat of arms!
War, war! Let the national banners
be soaked in waves of blood.
War, war! In the mountain, in the valley,
let the cannons thunder in horrid unison

and may the sonorous echoes resound
with cries of Union! Liberty- Mexican National Anthem

Near Puebla on May 5, 1862, a generation of Mexican officers became the first
Latin Americans to defeat a major European power in battle since the patreatedef
the rather weak Spanish armies for independence; a number of those same noen went
to govern and shape the country as it entered into the next century.The twilight of a
tempestuous nineteenth-century saw the rise of this new order and their nemdy def
nation in the Porfiriato (1876-1911). Given the martial background of Generaldorfir
Diaz, and the warfare that marked the times, military involvement in the modgrnizi
government was not surprising. Yet relative stability and technologicaheelv@nabled
a much reduced army to exert itself in unprecedented ways. Far out of proportian to the

size, the armed forces absorbed half the national budget and penetratedezvefy ar

! Mexican National Anthentomposed by Francisco Gonzélez Bocanegra in 13%& written in 1854 by
Jaime Nund. All translations are my own, unles®notlise noted.
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society with military officers making up, among other things, many of & rMmportant
politicians, engineers, and writers. Thousands of young men, often forcibly coedcript
entered a national army that extended the government into regions previously beyond
centralized influence or authority. At the same time, the regime’s osterstgiublic
rituals of parade and manoeuvre stood in stark contrast to the violent eradication of
highwaymen, political dissidents, and indigenous rebels. Hatred of Porfiriahtiprods
obscured the significant contributions the military made to national development. The
armed forces became modern, a condition necessary but not sufficient to the formation of
the modern nation, and an integral element in that Mexican idea.

By devising and enacting their particular visions of the nation, and embodying it
through practices that ranged from training and duels to parades and battiditang
proved integral to the formation of nationalism and its constituent identities of gender
class, and ethnic organization. Officers provide clues to the making of the modern
nation. Both the history of its impact as an institution and the role of soldiers in civil
society shed light on the historical roots of culture and politics that persisbetthe
twentieth century, and offer insights into the origins of the persistent behaluoums
of machismo, corruption, and distrust of public officethe military comprises both
lens and example of how the process of becoming modern shaped the foundations of the

nation.

2 Kirk Hamilton, Where Is The Wealth Of Nations?: Measuring Cagiathe 21st Centur{New York:
World Bank, 2005), cited iReason Magazing@nline) 2007-08-20,
http://www.reason.com/news/show/120764.html

Matthew C. Gutmanifhe Meanings of Macho: Being a Man in Mexico CBgrkeley: University of
California Press, 1996).
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This study, the first of its kind in English or Spanish, analyses the federal army,
on institutional and individual levels, as an agent of change in profound engagement with
society. Through an evaluation of a wide variety of documents, from personnehélles a
police complaints, to memoirs and letters, to periodicals and early filnesphstructs
the experience of the armed forces between 1876 and 1911. It investigates the role the
military played within society, its connections to power, and the role oeosfia
creating and enacting a modern nation. By examining regular troops frqrargpective
of social and cultural history, the study uncovers the daily lives and thoughts of men
whose experience played a vital role in creating Mexico. Through a mixtureitairynil
and cultural historical approaches, this work brings new interpretations to tesses
and failures of nation formation.

The study seeks to recover the experiences of the common soldiers. Seely by man
outsiders as marijuana-smoking brutes, troops struggled to assert themséledsansh
discipline and poor conditions of an institution that had absorbed them, however
unwillingly they had been dragooned. The soldiers’ lives illustrated the fluidtas$
and the geography of power within city and countryside; they revealed cawyder
stratified notions on masculinity; and they occupied disparate social ralzgladics,
husbands, sons, lovers, bureaucrats, and warriors. Analyzing personnel filessand |
conventional historical sources, such as musical lyrics, photographs, interaieiv
literature, this study gains representational insights. These diversesouake it
possible to delineate the social experiences that defined the militayyangeto venture

into their more intimate spheres of family, religion, and sexuality.
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Middle-ranking and subaltern officers, through conscription, warfare,
jurisprudence, and civil engineering, became crucial agents of reform and dexteippm
bringing the nation and elite projects into the wider countryside. The etiestsrtade
represented a new domestic colonization, an invasion and occupation of the nation writ
large. Their self-representations in journals explained the motivation foraimg m
reforms made to regulations and for debates on recruitment and universal serwed
as their selected borrowing from foreign military systems. In writihgg described the
nation, in cartography set its bounds, and in practice physically occupied publis space
with garrisons and fortresses, making, to the extent that they could, the nation they
envisioned.

On a broader level, parades and legations abroad enabled the military to
demonstrate their ideals, and through performance, to attempt to build wide aceeptanc
their national imagining. The use of political rituals and ceremonies shavoate
modern advances and traditional understandings.

Nation formation, as a process, builds from the military experience. MigwgslA
Centeno has argued that limited wars give rise to limited nations, anadvwddhat the
limits of a military echo the limits of the society in which they are p#hat were the
societal implications of 36 years of direction and formation by a militadghyi
disdained as corrupt and ineffectual? Of a military, moreover, that set treededn

language for discussing and understanding what it meant to become modern, and to

% Miguel Angel CentendBlood and Debt: War and the Nation-State in Latimekica(University Park,
Pa.: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2002).
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become Mexican? The inception of the modern military coincided with the rise of t
modern nation.

National citizenship formation mimicked and foreshadowed failures in
constructing the nation. The abyss between facade and reality that thenabmgied
augmented clashes with new social classes, and the unfulfilled promises and d#mands

social relationships would eventually contribute to revolution.

Historical background
The military historically made up one of what historians have called te&bal

trinity, along with Church and hacendados, and some have blamed it for delays in
economic, social, and political development akin to that seen in Europe or the United
States' As a corporate entity, the army had special rights and political influences that
many in the early republic deemed anti-Liberal, anti-democratic, anthadern.

During the late colonial era, the Bourbon Reforms (1750-1810) set a centrad@aimgt

the interests of the patria chica and small towns that in governing themsalvéheir

own militias. Upon Independence, the armed forces entailed widely scatteiteasmil
remnants of colonial garrisons, a strong Spanish army of royalists, and hglative
improvised rebel forces, whose infighting and segmented nature contributed to the leng
and destructiveness of the Independence War. Once free from the Crown, thellarmy st

attempted to hold power from the center, and officers became politicians muet tayi

* Christon I. ArcherThe Birth of Modern Mexico, 1780-182/ilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources Inc.,
2003); Manuel Chust, “Armed Citizens: The Civic M4 in the Origins of the Mexican Nation State,
1812-1827,"inThe Divine Charter: Constitutionalism and Liberatisn Nineteenth-Century Mexiced.
Jaime Rodriguez O. (Lanham: Rowman and Littlefi@@05), 235-254.
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merchants and common people alike. With the spectacular corruption and multiple
failures of General Antonio Santa Anna de LOpez, the army earned its position in the
baleful trinity.

The endemic civil warfare of centralists versus federalists andefdls versus
Conservatives continued to undermine economic progress and to confirm the negative
reputation of the armyOngoing financial crises, including warfare’s drain on the
treasury, made the national army weaker and vulnerable to political prarhises
funding—the armed forces became both ends and means for savage interneggesstru
to control the national futuf®Compounding this fragile positioning, multiple foreign
invasions (by Spain 1829, United States 1846-48, Great Britain 1862, and France 1836,
1862-67) did not create unity but rather widened the political divide inside the country
and often threw the army into further ill-repute. As the Liberals gained the bape in
the 1850s, they reduced the Church and its wealth in politics and economic matters; this
spurred their foes to the extreme resort of calling in the French as libefdtizrproved
the last gasp of the early Conservatives and with the defeat and departurErehttein

1867, the road was cleared for widespread reforms as a Liberal hation.

® Jaime Rodriguez O., efihe Divine Charter: Constitutionalism and Liberafisn Nineteenth-Century
Mexico(Lanham: Rowman and Littlefield, 2005); Barbaral&nenbauniThe Politics of Penury: Debt
and Taxes in Mexico 1821-1868lbuquerque: The University of New Mexico Presd8@); Donald
Fithian StevensThe Origins of Instability in Early Republican Meai(Durham: Duke University Press,
1991); and Michael Costelo€he Central Republic in Mexico, 1835-18@&mbridge: University of
Cambridge Press, 1993). Pedro Santelgixicans at Arms: Puro Federalists and the Polité&Var, 1845-
1848(Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 19&6d Josefina Vazquez, “War and Peace with the
United States,” imMhe Oxford History of Mexiceds. Michael C. Meyer and William H. Beezley (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 339-369.

® Jaime Rodriguez @own with ColonialismWilliam A. DePalo,The Mexican National Army, 1822-
1852(Texas: Texas A&M University Press, 1997).

" Charles HaleThe Transformation of Liberalism in Late Ninetee@#ntury Mexico(Princeton: 1989).
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The army inherited an uneven heritage upon which to found a heroic role. The
War of Independence gained iconic currency through civic rituals that made the
martyrdom of Hidalgo and Morelos touchstones of national pride, celebrated each
September 18It was Santa Anna, the caudillo extraordinaire, that many Mexicans held
responsible for the loss of half of the national territory to the United Staiédor the
discrediting of Conservative visiodg:rom this moment, the image of thigios héroes
(military cadets) last stand against the U.S. army at Chapultepec becatenalist
icon. Two of the battles against the French, at Puebla on the fifth of May aneédirge y
later on the second of April, became nationalist holidays that celebratechimatige
President Benito Juarez’s army and its valiant stand against the fordignsr a
nineteenth-century pantheon featuring priests, children, and an Indian becaniated
with military nationalism and the foundationsméxicanidad The Revolution would
continue to build a nationality distant from the conventional army, and it was only with
great efforts that regimes from the 1920s to 1940s managed to present the asil#ary
positive part of the national proje.

After 1867, the government faced numerous challenges to constructing a modern
nation. Presidents Benito Juarez (1867-72) and Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada (1872-76)
acted to reduce the swollen army roster, eliminate banditry, build new rajl iné

resurrect foreign credit. Juarez expanded the institution afithkes the rural

8 William H. Beezley and David E. Lorey (edd/jya Mexico Viva Independencia! Celebrations of
September 16Nilmington: Scholarly Resources, 2001).

° Centeno, 146, 148.

2 Roderic Ai CampGenerals in the Palacio: The Military in Modern Mex (New York: Oxford Press,
1992); also Thomas Rath, “Once We Were Warriorsy Mée Are Soldiers™: Army, Nation and State in
Mexico, 1920-1970 (Ph.D. Dissertation, Departmdritistory, Columbia University, 2008).
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constabulary, and increased the use ofitq@sitoas a holding pool for unneeded
soldiers and officers. Continuing financial weakness and lack of work for footuers
meant that his efforts to contain crime or rural uprisings could not succeed, asiopposit
expanded more quickly than the forces slated to combat it. He also built a number of new
military colonies, populated and led by semi-retired officers who garrisoegpsly
hostile or barren areas. Both the Restoration era presidents relied heavilyedashe
politicos and local militias or National Guards to maintain ottiEor Lerdo de Tejada,
this reliance turned toxic, as Porfirio Diaz seized power in a coup larggdpsed by
National Guards.

Diaz brought a new era of progress to the country and its army, consolitiating t
Liberal project and harnessing it to the rapidly accelerating technokgiesocial
changes of his tim& He and his advisors turned to the philosophy of Positivism, seeking
in science and technology to resolve the persistent problems of the nation. Serious
internal opposition repeatedly emerged, including military rebellions angicacies in
1877, 1878, 1879, 1886, 1890, and 1893cattered Indian attacks by Apaches, and
larger uprisings by Yaqui, Mayo, and Maya continued through much of t//é Amay
reform, a priority even under Santa Anna, picked up speed. New ordinances and

regulations appeared every few years, the General Staff becaoenéfiind expanded in

M Guy P. Thompson, “Bulwarks of National Liberalistime National Guard, Philharmonic Corps, and
Patriotic Juntas in MexicoJournal of Latin American Studi@®, no. 1 (1990): 31-68; Jane Dale Lloyd,
ed., Prfirio Diaz frente al desconten{®éxico: Universidad Iberoamerica, 1986).

12 0n Porfiriato generally, see Paul H. Garmarfirio Diaz, Profiles in Power(Harlow, UK.; New York:
Longman, 2001); Daniel Cosio Villegas, ethistoria moderna de MéxicgMexico: Editorial Hermes,
1955).

13 Guillermo Cota SotdHistoria militar de MéxicqMéxico: n.p., 1947), 87-90.

4 See Ana Maria Alons@hread of Blood: Colonialism, Revolution, and Genate Mexico's Northern
Frontier (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1995); Evelju-deHart,Yaqui Resistance and Survival:
The Struggle for Land and Autonomy 1821-1@#i@dison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1984.
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size, education in the Military College was updated, and new technologies of arms,
tactics, and transport were adopted.

Organizationally, instead of the large regional armies and departrhahtsad
come before, the Porfirian Staff split commands into ten to twelve zones, three to fi
commandancies, and between nine and eighteen Jefaturas de las armas (regional
commands) that varied somewhat over time with different territorial denfaeels
Appendix 1: Map 1). Furthermore, they standardized the army’s units, gatheantgynf
and artillery into battalions, and cavalry into regiments. By 1900, they did away with
non-standard Divisions and Brigades named for popular generals or regions, as well as
such unit descriptors as Cazadores or Fieles, leaving only numbered, ratitatiainsat
and regiments. With the army spread thin, it became reliant on rail and telegraph to f
serious threats, on local subordinate forces to put out brushfires, and would never allow
any one officer to gain too much authority in one region. Making this more fedbible
federal government began to systematically dismantle the National Guts,damd
regularly transferred all officers to ensure that none gained personéke®yaany
region. The new Liberal nation thus became subject to a centralized and natignal arm
structure, without interference from regional powers, and through army sexvite
instil patriotism in its reformed citizenry. The army and the ruraldiatigs would
balance against jefes politicos and local governments, bringing thel fiegl&oa into
new prominence across the country.

This study engages in specific ways the wider history of Latin Amerid#anm

and of the nineteenth century. Warfare in the region had a profound impact on historical
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change. Although battlefields may have been limited by the scope of Europdarewa
they had profound impacts on Latin American societies. Indeed, Centeno argties that
limited nature of these nineteenth-century wars stunted the political and economic
development of the region. Nonetheless, the mid-century Latin Americdgsaw t
culmination of Liberal oligarchic regimes drive for power, eliminatingiorishing
conservative or more democratic options from competition. With their immediate
political troubles under control, regimes began the delayed project of modernizing thei
military forces with new arms, regulations, training, and tasks. Europeaacons
(especially the Germans of Krupp and the French of Schneider-Kreigsst)them and
made great inroads with a number of militaries across the region inclhdisg in
Argentina, Brazil, Peru, Chile, El Salvador, and Guatemala. Efforts by timea@e in
Mexico fell short of the advisors’ expectations, due in part to the difficultyitedad in
learning German marching songs.

The process of professionalizing the military did not preclude its intervention in
politics (as in Brazil 1889), nor did it produce assured success (for exampleifege
victories against indigenous groups versus Mexican attempts to control the Ygqui). B
the last decades of the Porfiriato (1880-1910), significant advancestarynil
sophistication still did not remedy the lack of popular enthusiasm for mistavice,
recruitment continued to be an issue in most militaries, and most were wiigreh
conscription despite Liberal political rhetoric. Yet an important renovation faared

almost universally across the region as militaries reformed and lceedreontrol within

15 See for example, Warren Schiff, "German MilitagnBtration into Mexico During the Late Diaz
Period,"Hispanic American Historical Revie8, no. 4 (1959): 568-79.
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a General Staff and shared their ideas with the international communbitglthmilitary
journals.

The early twentieth-century witnessed the demise of the Liberalchiga
regimes, replaced in turn by somewhat more inclusive and popular forms of gemernm
For militaries across Latin America, these changes meant deatiregsingly with what
Brazilian and Chilean politicians called “the social question,” or maintainuohgr or
against a population becoming urban, industrial, and frighteningly radical. Early in the
century, governments exerted brute force to quell labour in its tracks, resulting
massacres in Chile (Antifagosta 1906, Iquique 1907, Santiago 1905, Valparaiso 1903),
Argentina (Buenos Aires 1919), Mexico (Cananea 1906, Rio Blanco 1907), and later in
Colombia (Santa Marta 1929). A direct result, the army responded to this modern
circumstance through efforts to manage labour—it became the fulcrum of balance
between the wealthy and new sectors of working class society, ana¢lgsfi
interventions as the modern mission of the army. Industrialization pressuresatcre
socioeconomic disparity, and along with other factors, the unrest turned revolutionary i
Mexico (1910) and Brazil (1930), while in Argentina (1930) the Infamous Decade saw
the rise of a conservative regime, and in Chile (1927) General Ibafiez seizsdqow
four years. All of these cases saw the military move into politicdlzesr diroker for the
middle class, or at least acting in its name. Mexico too had revolutionamatseinethe

presidency from 1910 until 1946.
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Literature and Theory
Little previous research exists on the Porfirian military. Two diggens have

addressed specific questions; James R. Kelley's 1975 work examined the
professionalism of the officers, and Robert Alexius in 1976 addressed the efficacty
army mired in poor recruitment and political corruptidhan article by Alicia

Hernandez Chavez (1989) focused on the weakness of the army as a means of
foreshadowing the Revolution. Milada Bazant de Saldafia’s 1997 anthology on military
education devotes a chapter to the Porfiriato, but relies heavily on reports pubjished b
the army itself. Daniel Gutiérrez Santos’s third volume similarly drawswited

sources and has a rigidly anti-porfirian political outlook. Generally, hasterof the era
have scarcely touched on the army; it receives scant attention, for exanwbeks on

the rurales and the Tomochic campaign, on modernity represented, or on faifithry
surveys-’ No scholar has addressed the role of the military as a historical actor. This
study works to address these gaps in this limited historiography, addingto thei
arguments and taking a wider view of the significance of the military iamédrmation.

In doing so, it engages a number of other historiographic and theoretical coheérns t

16 Anthony Bryan, “Mexican Politics in Transition, d@-1913: The Role of General Bernardo Reyes,”
(PhD dissertation, University of Nebraska, 197@b&rt M. Alexius, “The Army and Politics in Porfin
Mexico” (PhD dissertation., University of Texasfatstin, 1976); Pedro Santoni “A Fear of the Pepple
The Civic Militia of Mexico in 1845” irHispanic American Historical Revie\68:2, 1988); James R.
Kelley, “Professionalism In the Porfirian Army Cafp(Ph.D. dissertation, Tulane University, 1971);
Milada Bazant de Saldafa, etlad. Evolucion de la educacion militar de Méxicaed. (México: Secretaria
de la Defensa Nacional, 1997); Daniel Gutiérrezz@ahlistoria militar de México 1876-191@México:
Ateneo Press, 1955); Alicia Hernandez Chavez, '@rigocaso del Ejercito Porfiriandlistoria
Mexicana39, no. 1 (1989): 257-96.

Y paul J. Vanderwoodisorder and Progress: Bandits, Police, and Mexi€evelopmentRevised and
enlarged ed. (Wilmington, Del.: SR Books, 1992) @&hd Power of God against the Guns of Government :
Religious Upheaval in Mexico at the Turn of thedt@@nth Centur{Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University
Press, 1998); Mauricio Tenorio Trilléexico at the Worlds' Fairs: Crafting a Modern Nati(Berkley:
University of California Press, 1996); Raymond Gr&lartographic Mexico: A History of State Fixations
and Fugitive Landscapdg®urham: Duke University Press, 2004).
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examine nation and nationalism, rituals and ceremonies, modernity and the modern, and

old and new military history.

Nation and Nationalism
The drive for nationalism, as discussed in Benedict Anderson’s influential work,

resulted in the formation of a new collective commufiityhis identity expressed and
represented an imagined sense of belonging to a bounded group, within defined borders
of territory. The national imagination depended on smoothing away or homogenizing
differences, for example, of language, ethnicity, and relifidst.the same time,
becoming national required agreement on the requisites for citizenshipyleaseous
sense of separation from foreigners, and the development of a shared collective
memory?°

The literature of nations and nationalism has taken several different theks. T
origins of the national idea, its inception from a more or less shared imaginieg, hav
captured a great deal of historical attention, with the assumption that undergtdne
beginning will illuminate process and changes over fihiife with symbolism, and
profoundly connected with both rituals and the idea of the modern, the ideological basis

for believing a given territory to share common traits and fate has led &nstooi

18 Benedict Andersorimagined CommunitiedNew York: Verso, 1983).

9 Eugen Joseph Webdteasants into Frenchmen: The Modernization of RErahce, 1870-1914
(Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 19A8)lliam H. BeezleyMexican Nacional Identity:
Memory, Innuendo, and Popular CultufBucson: University of Arizona Press, 2008).

% Timothy E. AnnaForging Mexico: 1821-1838Lincoln [Neb.]; London: University of Nebraskae®s,
1998); William French, "Imagining and the Cultuktiktory of Nineteenth-Century MexicoHispanic
American Historical Review9, no. 2 (1999): 249-67; Francois-Xavier Gueara Monica Quijada,
Imaginar la naciéncuadernos de historia latinoamericana no(Rliinster; Hamburg, Germany: Lit,
1994).

% David Brading)Los origenes del nacionalismo mexicgdM#xico: Edit Era, 1980).
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examine culture more closely. They have looked to literature, archeologycscand
entertainments to better illustrate the rise of the n&fi@thers, like Michel Foucault,
have seen the nation as an exercise in power manifested in institutions, and in discourse
including science and knowledg§&Many have agreed that the most marked movement
towards nationhood was associated with the rise of a technologically adaartte
socially coherent country or government, one with the hallmarks of modernitygDurin
the Porfiriato, the armed forces had a significant role in both the imagining aexhimay
of the nascent nation.

Nationality and citizenship have historically been tied to military servthe
armed forces provided both school and forum for constructing what became the modern
nation. Defining the nation as an imagined and limited collective identity, sslnzae
pointed to the military as a central institution that prepares the citizen tostartteand
fulfill civic responsibilities®* The absence of persistent enemies can hinder this; few
things work as well as a foreign enemy to inspire a nation into imagining rtsiowes
and solidarity”> Moreover, the functions and performances of the military in the public
sphere had the potential to direct understandings of the nation, gender, class, anhd race. |
also connected these ideas to one another, constructing a social fabric conighuent w

modern aspirations and capable of smoothing political and economic changes.

22 5ara Castro-Klarén and John Chast8ayond Imagined Communities: Reading and WritirgNhtion

in Nineteenth-Century Latin Ameri¢Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003).

2 Michel FoucaultDiscipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prisdrans. Alan Sheridan (New York:
Vintage Books, 1977).

4 See for Latin America generally, Miguel Angel Gamb,Blood and Debt: War and the Nation-State in
Latin America(University Park, Pa.: Pennsylvania State UnivgiBress, 2002); for France, the classic
Weber Eugen Joseph, Peasants into Frenchmen: TderMpation of Rural France, 1870-1914 (Stanford,
Calif.; Stanford University Press, 1976).

% Centeno, 29.
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The nation must seem natural, inevitable and eternal in order to becorife real.
The repetition of seeing the militia on parade and taking part in civic rituigsmsic,
flags, uniforms, and standard arms, presented the populace with a spectacle tbthe Na
as theatré’ The demonstrative nature of the ritual gave the military, and by assnciati
its government, the appearance of a legitimate and natural pré&@hesperformed
military also constructs ideals of gender, class, and ethnicity. Assleasaogued for the
United States, Brazil, and Germany, the soldier potentially embodiesispde#ls of
masculinity through bearing, posture, dress, and armatheativer class “deficiencies”
of stooped posture and dishevelment could be attenuated in the soldier; through drill and
training a man worthy of the nation would become presentable to the public. In & simila
fashion, soldiers in a national uniform could put off their ethnic, even racial features,
achieving homogeneity as they ceased being primaeiyq pardo, indio, or mulattq
and became simply, soldi#&Clothing makes the man, in this instance, the epaulet

makes the new man in the relative anonymity of a military formation.

% See Roderick BarmaBrazil: The Forging of a Nation, 1798-18%3tanford: Stanford University Press,
1988).

2 R. Claire SnyderCitizen Soldiers and Manly Warriors: Military Secei and Gender in the Civic
Republican Traditior{New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 1999), 15-16u%P. Thompson, “Bulwarks of
National Liberalism: the National Guard, Philharnm@orps, and Patriotic Juntas in Mexicdgurnal of
Latin American Studie®2, no. 1 (1990): 31-68.

8 \Weber, 298.

2 Kirk SavageStanding Soldiers, Kneeling Slaves: Race, War aoduvhent in 18 Century America
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997); PeteBeattie, Tribute of Blood: Army, Honor, Race, and
Nation in Brazil, 1864-1948Durham: Duke University Press, 2001); George bské The Image of Man:
The Creation of Modern Masculinifilew York: Oxford University Press, 1996).

39 Warren L. YoungMinorities and the Military: A Cross-National StuilyWorld PerspectivéWestport,
Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1982), 19, 27-28; TimotligkiWam-Crowley, and Hendrik Kraay (EdsDie
With My Country: Perspectives on the Paraguayan ,W¥864-187QLincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 2004); Beatti&ribute of Blood.
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Implicated in this insight is the idea that the rights and obligations, as wié as t
privileges, of military service belonged exclusively to men. The ayublican link to
the soldier, argues Claire Snyder, gendered civic virtue and political patitei as
male3 Women had no recourse to genuine citizenship, as they could not fight or die for
the country, and so they had, the logic goes, a lesser stake in the nation.

An obstacle to using the military to create nationalism lay in the debate ov
recruitment. As Weber has persuasively shown for France, and BeaBiezdr the
only way to instill Liberal senses of nationalism through military serviae via
universal, or nearly universal, conscription of men. Obviously, this raises a number of
serious difficulties for the military and the government, not to mention tienah
population. First of all, it requires tremendous central authority, and for much of the
nineteenth-century in Mexico this did not exist, so universal conscription was tiet of t
guestion. Second, it requires an economy robust enough not only to pay and supply this
huge army, but also to survive the loss of so much manpower from its economy. Third,
the process of circulation and mixing (which Weber identified as a teleraent of
nationalism, albeit it developed gradually in the barracks) was of goameem to middle
class families who saw the army as a den of vice and immoralgattie demonstrates
that this element, by itself, retarded the development of Brazilian mpihiggtionalism for
decades. Finally, the Liberal ideal of egalitarianism proved diffiayractice, as the
wealthy continued to find ways to avoid service and the poor continued to be arbitrarily

enlisted. Beyond fears of moral and sexual cross-class contamination, riehscitiz

31 Snyder, 52, 55.
32 \Weber, 297, 292, 302.
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claimed that their inclusion in military service would irreparably harnmetmsmomy they
had built.

Debates over recruitment raged through the nineteenth-century. Popular tvatred f
conscription led to unrest, and individuals attempted to avoid military service imany
possible; purchasing replacements, desertions, bribery, and faked illnesseseasures
taken by young men to avoid honourable service to the nation. Clearly, the calls of
patriotism and the idea of nationalism had little purchase in still less tbsiiguous
armies noted for poor living conditions and worse pay.

Porfirian elites made a similar effort at the turn of the century. Gereforms in
recruitment were debated vigorously, with eight different schemes aitraent being
weighed®® Ultimately, although the Ordinances of 1900 specified volunteer service only,
the army continued with the leva as it had since the eighteenth-century—fahetigd
criminals, vagrants, dissidents, transvestites, and prisoners of war enteagdhe
chains and were locked in barracks by nijfRredictably, morale was low. Desertions,
by some estimates, reached epidemic levels of nearly fifty peroehfiea considered

the nation well served, or well represented, by its federal & By.contrast, theurales

% Eduardo Paz\ dénde debemos llegar: Estudio sociolégico mil{tdéxico: Tipografia Mercantil,
1910), 18-19.

3 Alexius, 34; on transvestites see: Robert McKaénlrEdward J. McCaughan, and Michelle Rocio
Nasser (eds.fhe Famous 41: Sexuality and Social Control in MexL901(New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2003).

% Alexius, 68.
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cultivated an image of disciplined masculine prowess, but one tainted with a plesume
bandit heritage and a legendary brutaifty.

Nationality and military service are intimately connected, but makiag t
connection in nineteenth-century Mexico proved quite difficult. The great instisubf
Liberal nation-building, factories, schools, and barracks, failed to convince popular
classes of the viability and utility of the natithElite actors attempted to construct the
iconic soldier as a representative of the ideal national man, one with the desirgesqual
in race, masculinity, and class, through public ceremony and historical celebyait
the persistence of alternative visions of nation continued, in part due to the disparate
experiences of warfare across the nineteenth-cefftéiyormous social divides of race
and region, the perceived cultural gap between elites and subordinates, and the continued
abuses within the army and its recruitment, ultimately undermined the mégaay
foundation for a unified imagining of nation. Despite these limits, the discursive and
ritual presence of the military provided an understood visual language upon which a
national culture would eventually be built. While the initial claims of the &l short,
the lower and middle classes of the twentieth-century built their nations usisgntiee

cultural logic learned from these elite projetts.

% paul VanderwoodDisorder and Progress: Bandits, Police and Mexi€evelopmen{Wilmington,

Del.: Scholarly Resources, 1992); Jonathan Kingrthtoming dissertation provides greater depth of
sources on the topic (PhD. diss, University of @ajgforthcoming).

37 william E. FrenchA Peaceful and Working People: Manners, Morals, &tass Formation in Northern
Mexico(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 199@jassimand Robert M. Buffington and William E.
French, “The Culture of Modernity,” ifihe Oxford History Of Mexic@ds. Michael C. Meyer and William
H. Beezley (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000).

% Centeno, 163-166, 168-172, 241, 235, 257.

39 A similar argument in: Mauricio Tenorio Trilldjexico at the World's FairéBerkeley: University of
California Press, 1996).
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The enormous crude strength of this new kind of nation appeared in its changing
capacity to deal with ruptures in multivalent ways, an apparent flexithkyrtonetheless
relied ultimately on brute forc®.Two significant differences transformed the process’s
sheer efficiency at the dawn of the twentieth century: the injection of modghods
and tactics drawn from global sources, and elite access to the financialtamdaiec
resources of capitalism. In various points of disagreement, the army acteel to fus
differences in the meaning-making frameworks where hegemonic ideotdagsbed and
transformed'*

This study engages with the literature on nationalism and nation formation
throughout, dealing with citizen formation, military projects, and the public peafucen
of national imaginings. The first two chapters focus on the education and sdoialafa
the soldier, in the context of barracks and family, and illustrate how new idemntére
both formed and resisted. The soldiers and soldaderas did not ultimately accept the
national identity as primary, instead retaining customs and loyalties tg#tga chica
despite all efforts by officers, non-commissioned officers, and doctonenNatmation
also had a rough and practical nature, as officers in the third chapter took thendrmy a
nation into the farthest corners of the country and installed garrison forces,
communication networks, and public works. The choreographed displays of national
imagining, a performance by military actors, take shape in chapter foscissdion of

the martial ceremonies and delegations abroad.

“0'See Antonio Gramsci, Quintin Hoare, and Geoffreysll-Smith,Selections from the Prison Notebooks
of Antonio GramscfNew York: International Publishers, 1972).

“L william Roseberry, “Hegemony and the Language @fit€ntion,” in Gilbert Joseph and Daniel Nugent,
Eds.,Everyday Forms of State Formati@Durham: Duke University Press, 1993), 355-366.
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A persuasive argument about the essence of the nation hinged on a consensus
reached on the modern trajectory. Moderragcording to Ernest Gellner, is prerequisite
to the national, and a crucial self-description that determined the role of ttaeyn
the Porfiriato* Like nation, it can be a slippery terminology, often rendered insensible in
confusions with modernism, and modernization. The definition of modernity in this
dissertation draws on Rita Felski that first, modernity is inclusive, sagi@daily life
and forming historical consciousness, and second, it is a polysemic, indeterraiht
ambivalent manifestation of a cultural consciousness. To this definitioryd #grgt
modernity comprises both discourses and practices that invent both the modern and the
traditional at the same time and in a specific coritéXhe regime’s argument that
Mexico had entered modernity, relied on demonstrable practices and techniblomies
into stark relief by adhered-to customs of shared histories. Their proof ofifsciend
social progress came from collected statistics, it was made pubkposigons and
displays, and it was made real in the collapse of space and time afford threugh t
technology of as rails, telegraph, and telephones.

The military’s responsibility for expressing and embodying modersitgntral
to this study. During the Porfiriato, education and science were proofs of modern
progress, but also represented the possibility of overcoming what some d@itesddbe

problems of race and class. The first three chapters all touch on this, examoming

“2 Ernest GellneNations and NationalisrtOxford: Blackwell Publishing, 1983).

“3 Rita Felski,The Gender of ModernitCambridge: Harvard University Press, 1995) 9;hnty Giddens
and Christopher Pierso@pnversations with Anthony Giddens: Making Sendéanfernity(Cambridge:
Polity Press, 1998), 90-94; Stuart HMlpdernity: An Introduction to Modern Societigxford:

Blackwell Publishers, 2000), 1-18; Marshall Bermalhthat is Solid Melts into Air: The Experience of
Modernity(New York: Penguin Books, 1982), 15-16; John JefMiansgressing the Modern: Explorations
in the Western Experience of Othern@dsford: Blackwell, 1999).
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scientifically-justified regimens were applied to destroy Indian ilesf to remove

lower class habits, and to erase traditional behaviours. At the same time,| medica
hygienic reforms instilled morality, a concept essential to the progresemodernity of

the nation. The modern soldier, so reformed, would become loyal, patriotic, and obedient.
The military had to identity tradition, a prerequisite in refashioning the mogern b
contrast. Chapters three and four show that despite solid modern arguments adainst suc
practices, the army maintained the traditional custom of duelling; they loeréos

replace impractical uniforms that looked good on parade; and they reinventeddestiva
that glorified the military past. Modernity’s inevitable encroachments déifirst upon

the armed forces, as they took to new technologies and applied them with an eye to
European advances. If all things solid melted into air, the army would rebuild ritvem f

their own vision of the modern nation.

Ritual and Rite
Mexico arrived as a modern nation in halting and fumbling steps, directed as

much by pressures from below as elites’ efforts from above. The rise@fialem,
according to Anderson, was to build primarily from ideas diffused through print
capitalism. Subsequently, historians examining this argument have refutecgdémide
claims for Latin America as the incubator of nationalism, and pointed to the widefla
literacy (and publishing) as a critical difference in the region. Nonethéledsrson

would have been the first to agree that print literature does not represent theytdy wa
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inculcate or create nationalism. Visual and musical cultures construetedttbn in
ways imminently understandable throughout the nineteenth-century in México.

The use of the military parade and mobilization of crowds represent the two most
noteworthy elements in the factional struggle to define the nation’s histzisma.
Drawing from the long tradition that associated military prowess and appesrto the
legitimacy of the regime, lturbide’s procession into the capital convated an idea to
the massed viewers. The people, for its part, had long associated méitatgp with a
social and political meaning. The persistence of civic militias and Nati@umaid units
on parade as local representations of nationalism resonated in powerful waysaatehe
time expressing both local autonomy and connection to the wider nation. They also
connected directly tduntas Patridticaswhich expressed these local ideas to the central
governments and shaped the direction the nation wouldta#eea visual culture, the
military parade demonstrated the latest fashions in uniforms and arms, an apprbved a
deracinated vision of manhood, and the reassurance of security and strength. Moreover,

martial music provided both entertainment and a glorifying message, espasiatime

*4 Ricardo Pérez MontforEstampas de nacionalismo popular mexicano: Dieaysssobre cultura
popular y nacionalism@ed. (México: Centro de Estudios Superiores en Antrojgo®pcial, 2003); Eric
Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger, €@ike Invention of TraditiofCambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1983); T.G., Ashplant, Graham Dawson, and MichamdR (eds.Jhe Politics of War Memory and
Commemoration(New York: Routledge, 2000.); Jay Wint&ites of Memory, Sites of Mourning: The
Great War in European Cultural HistoryCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995)]i&vin

Beezley, Cheryl English Martin, and William E. Febineds.Rituals of Rule, Rituals of Resistance: Public
Celebrations and Popular Culture in Mexi¢@/ilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 1994); RédriSeed,
Ceremonies of Possession in Europe’s Conquesedfi#w World, 1492-164Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1995); Juan Pedro Viqueira Allfmopriety and Permissiveness in Bourbon Mexico
trans. Sonya Lipsett-Rivera and Sergio Rivera Afdldmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 1999);
William H. Beezley and David E. Lorey, edp/jva Mexico jViva la Independencia! Celebratiorfs o
September 16Nilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, 2001).

> Guy P. Thompson, “Bulwarks of National Liberalistine National Guard, Philharmonic Corps, and
Patriotic Juntas in MexicoJournal of Latin American Studi@2, no. 1 (1990): 31-68.
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conductors (like Juventino Rosas) gained international recognition for their

compositiong?®

It speaks to their importance, for example, that military bands
participated regularly in Worlds’ Fairs and international expositions, aseélpceover
the signing of treaties with Yaqui leaders in the 1880s.

The urban masses, as rioters or spectators, lay at the heart of atteioipts to f
national sentimerif They actively participated in politics throughout the century,
expressing their support or disdain of governments and policies with vocal
demonstrations, and sometimes, projectiles. This political engagementabgppoen
the exclusionary nature of electoral politics, became a common featurganddies and
an important facet of nationalism. Attempts to sway these masses, on the other hand,
proved difficult in light of their relative intransigence and disunity, and tlypiéet lack
of fit between moral economy and national politics.

Ironically, perhaps, the construction of nationalist architecture prospered most
during the five year occupation by the French under Emperor Maximilian apteEsn
Carlota. The imperial couple sought to create the nation they envisioned in bobad,str
bringing in architectural changes, musical innovations, European fashions, as well a

establishing new institutions intended to describe and define Mexico. Building grand

edifices brought a degree of pride and a new patrimony to the urban populace, and new

“® Guy P. Thompson, “The Ceremonial and PoliticaleRalf Village Bands, 1864-1974,” Rituals of
Rule, Rituals of Resistanceds. William H. Beezley, C.E. Martin, W.E. Frer{®filmington: Scholarly
Resources, 1994), 307-325; Helmut Brendaventino RosagWarren, Michigan: Harmonie Park Press,
2000); On music more generally: Aurelio Tello, ‘{Etrimonio musical de México. Una sintesis
aproximativa,” en Enrique Florescano (codl patrimonio nacional de México, Vol [T6-110 (México:
Consejo Nacional Para la Cultura y las Artes, 1997)

" Evelyn Hu-deHartYaqui Resistance and Surviydadison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1984), 94
109.

*8 Richard A. Warrenyagrants and Citizens: Politics and the Masses exigb City(Wilmington:
Scholarly Resources, 2001).
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broad avenues like the Paseo de Reforma (as it was later named) shapedecitys
suitable for massive parades and pdm@reenery transformed the center of Mexico
City, with new parks that provided an escape for increasingly cultivatedalia play
space for the vulgar. Opera and the so-called high cultures brought an element of
cosmopolitanism to the nation, highlighting the gap between classes anttleimige
differences. Institutes of art and of cartography portrayed a g@rsuasion of the

nation and its past, drawing a visual roadmap of history and identity easily understood
without literacy. Antonio Garcia Cubas, head of the Mexican Society of Gdggaad
Statistics, presented the nation with increasingly detailed maps annotaistorical
allegories and popular typesThese efforts, continuing into the twentieth-century,
reinforced a sense of the bounded-ness of the nation, and allocated a purely ymaginar
space to excluded indigenous groups.

Leading up to 1900, unprecedented peace and prosperity fostered an explosion of
artistic, literary, and civic activities. ThePaseo de Reformand other public spaces
displayed proud new statuary, glorifying figures like Juarez and Hidalgo,duut al
resurrecting an Indian past with images of Cuahtémoc. The construction of wéuaiebe
the Bellas Artes would provide a space for appreciating the finer life,rard gpaces
expanded to provide all classes with hygienic moral spaces to meet. Léeratur

propounded the strengths of the people, and set standards for proper behaviour. Sporting

*9 Barbara Tannenbaum, “Streetwise HistoryRiituals of Rule, Rituals of Resistaned. William H.
Beezley, C.E. Martin, and W. French (Wilmingtonh8larly Resources, 1994), 129; Claudia Agostini,
Monuments of Progress: Modernization and Public ltteis Mexico City, 1876-191(Calgary, Boulder:
University of Calgary Press; University Press ofdZado, 2003).

% Craib, 20-53.

®1 José Luis Martinez, “México en busca de su expre’senHistoria general de México-Versién 2000
(México: El Colegio de México, 2004).
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events also attracted crowds, and theatre and puppetry expressed impodagemes
about the changing timé&Spectators also witnessed increasing numbers of military
parades, funeral processions, and civic rituals that lent pomp and weight to the regime
and helped sell a stable image to foreign investors. These demonstrations changed in
nature, with the onset of electrification adding a modern glow to the proceedings

The power of performance and ceremony to alter fundamental national
understandings brings cultural history into this study. The often incompletessasan
shaping participants and spectators applied to raw recruits in the drill spuiEnmign
embassies in the reviewing field, and to subaltern officers in the dueling sh&first
two chapters highlight the soldier’s experiences with nationalist ritual alcthbff
regimens, and argue that with rare exceptions the performances did not evelavrit
understandings in the short tetChapter four, nonetheless, demonstrates how the
language and meanings inherent to the nationalist ceremonials becansetingi\ai
template that would limit conceptions of the nation and of the modern. Even critiques,
and many appeared, now used the same terms and assumptions that had been displayed in
military performances. The nation’s trajectory towards modernity wasrshgw
representatives of the army, whether promoting technological advangatiotic
sovereignty, and had become the only acceptable pathway. The shift betweeig seemin

modern and being modern came about through practice and reiteration.

*2William H. BeezleyJudas at the Jockey Clufor a soccer specific analysis, see Gregg Bockett
“Playing with National Identity: Brazil in Interniaihal Football, 1900-1925,” iNegotiating Identities in
Modern Latin Americaed. Hendrik Kraay (Calgary: University of Calgdgess, 2007), 71-93.

%3 James C. Scottleapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of Peasanst®ese(New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press, 1985)
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Military Historiography
The role of the military in the modern Latin American nation has received a great

deal of scholarly attention. Historians concerned with the roots of army intervent
politics saw this early phase as crucial to the development of professionatioalpol
military systems. This intense study was due in part to the influence afifslsEdwin
Lieuwen after the publishing of his 1960 woAems and Politics in Latin Ameridand
later, Mexican Militarism).>* With the notable exception of the prolific Frederic Nunn,
this group of authors suggested that eventual militarism came out of ireffic
professional development, and that further professionalizing (by way of UiSaass)
would increase the stability of societies. Nunn, contrary to this idea, instpagtiahat
military intervention represented a form of professional behaviour common tprignas
to World War Two, and came to believe that the propensity for military government i
the 1960s to 1980s in Latin America manifested a reversion to the normal course, in
keeping with what he termed officer’s vocation for servic&nother voice, Brian

Loveman, continued to focus on civil-military relations, but went further in delving into

** Edwin LieuwenArms and Politics in Latin Americ2d ed. (New York,: Published for the Council on
Foreign Relations by Praeger, 1961) amkican Militarism; the Political Rise and Fall tie
Revolutionary Army, 1910-1948Ibuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 13@88euwen,
previously funded by the U.S. Department of Defesseght to explain, and perhaps prescribe, theesau
of military interventions in politics. His studibgcame even more important as scholars tried teratahd
stabilizing influences in the region in the waketted Cuban Revolution (1959). With thirty five gtexde
students over the course of his career, numeraserdations came out that looked to the roots tifamyi
professionalism in the early twentieth centurypasrLatin America (among them: José Ferrer, “The
Armed Forces in Argentina Politics”, Allen Gerla¢Bjvil-military Relations in Peru”, as well as
publications by Winfield Burggraaf, on Venezuelachael Meyer on Victoriano Huerta, Robert Potash on
Argentina, and Frederic Nunn on Chile--one of thestinfluential nonetheless was Louis Pérez JA&1L
dissertation on the Cuban army).

> Among other works see: Frederick M. Nufiine Time of the Generals: Latin American Profassio
Militarism in World PerspectivéLincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1992).
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the meanings that officer castes assigned the patris. work touched on the
importance of demography; while others had written on the caste formatiofmcefsff
the role of indigenous identities had not played a major part in analyses of thédésm
work joins Nunn’s in taking seriously the idea of military lore, the shared ideas and
identities that unified military forces in their custodianship of the nation. Aoitant
contributor to the scholarship, David Pion-Berlin argued that these driving tnmtisa
are precisely what are missing from the civil-military relatioaeklf yet did not suggest a
workable solutiort! For the most part absent from the debate have been soldiers, their
relationship with officers, and their direct interactions with the commurotyral them.
The experiences and lives of everyday military members serves asniagypri
focus of what has been called the New Military History, best representatinn
America for Brazil®® Through the study of soldiers’ hopes, their family lives, cultural
expressions, historical memory, understandings of gender, and collectivedadent
recent scholarship (since around 1990) has reexamined the military lit®agpkex
social relationship rather than a monolithic institutional bloc. This approach, as the

editors ofNova historia militar brasileirgpoint out, is not new but a resurgence of the

% Brian Loveman and Thomas M. Davies, €fise Politics of Anti-Politics: The Military in LatiAmerica
2 ed. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 198®vemanFor the Patria: Politics and the Armed
Forces in Latin Americgwilmington: Scholarly Resources, 1999).

" David Prion-Berlin (2001); also see Linda AlexanBedriguezRank and Privilege: The Military and
Society in Latin Americalaguar Books on Latin Ameri¢&Vilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 1994).
%8 Celso Castro, Vitor Izecksohn, and Hendrik Kraags(), “Introduc&o”Nova historia militar brasileira
(Rio de Janeiro: Editora Bom Texto, 2004). Morgéaxhary R. “The Revolt of the Lash, 1910."Niaval
Mutinies of the Twentieth Century: An InternatioR&rspectiveed. Christopher M. Bell and Bruce A.
Ellerman, 35-54. Portland: Frank Cass & Co., 26@hdrik Kraay,. “Reconsidering Recruitment in
Imperial Brazil.” The Americasb5, no. 1 (Jul., 1998): 1-33; Beattie, PeteriMbute of Blood: Army,
Honor, Race, and Nation in Brazil, 1864-19&5irham: Duke University Press, 2001; John Keagatso
considered by some to be a New Military Historisee John Keegan and Richard Holmes, 8dkliers: A
History of Men in Battl§New York: Elisabeth Sifton Books, 1986).
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type of military history written in the late nineteenth-century, just prionecsb-called
professionalizing of European-style militaries. An attempt to bridge #medpetween
traditional military histories (whose interests were in battles, manguuad politics),
and social or cultural histories (bottom up approaches discussing identity coosgucti
and daily life), the New Military History sees the whole arnmdds as an important
facet of society without removing it from normal social understandindsudtaddresses
the psychosocial gap in analyzing civil military relationships that PenisBproposed
was missing.

As part of the New Military History, this study takes as a particulatirsggooint
the work of Peter Beattie. Ifribute of Blood he examined the social and cultural lives
of soldiers in Brazil with a focus on attempts by state and society to tnansbddiers
into model citizens. He found that recruitment and living in barracks remainiedlcrit
and contentious issues well into the twentieth-century. Examining the periogkbetw
1864 and 1945, he contended that the relationship between honour, race, nation, and
masculinity played out in the debates over, and experience of, recruitment.lindhe f
social geography of street, home, and barracks, military service helpathdake
construction of norms that reinforced and recreated hierarchies of raceanthss
masculinity. He contended that this project had many facets, includingmesmtias a
means for social control, the policing of family honour, the instillation of natsmal
and the emergence of new ideologies (to reconcile patriarchal masculihity w
honourable military service). By connecting military service to lab@amsformations,

Beattie placed the soldier within broader patterns of coercive systenss@mumic
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structures in an unusual way. He concluded that eventually the Brazilianaagaly |
achieved its goal in forming an institution that was seen as modernized, honourable,
homogenizing, and nationalist.

This study addresses many of the same issues within the Porfirian comtetet: Si
influences, such as European models and emergent technologies, shaped changes in both
countries. Significantly, Brazil's racial questions around the pracasy(foamerly
slaves) made for considerable differences from the efforts by Mexicavercome
indigenous backgrounds. Conscription issues plagued both nations and the unpopularity
of military service likewise. Chapter one analyses the effects tisgtridactice had in
Mexico, while the following chapter delves into a barracks life markedigrdifit from
those studied by Beattie. The often disruptive presence of women and farhdy in t
Porfirian barracks had enormous influence on public opinion, on constructed genders,
and on modernization efforts. They broke the divisions between home, street, and
barracks, in ways that Brazilian troops did not experience so directly. Agfiea
difference, while Brazilian soldiers arrived at a degree of nationalisd pride in arms,
Mexico fell into bloody revolution, one that destroyed the nineteenth centurgmnilit
institution.

The military found that it could not, in the end, inculcate the nationalism that it
sought. While officers intended that military service would make raw recntitgrien
filled with patriotic fervour, instead the troops evinced a grand disinterest anlé host
resentment. The critical problem, already visible in the colonial periodthats

impressment and poor training, coupled with societal disdain, left the soldier tAgth lit
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incentive to become the kind of man that the modern army demanded. Rather, in the face
of emasculating or infantilizing treatment by superiors, he opted to act in ylsenvea of

his class had, since colonial times, been expected—drinking, fighting, and visiting
prostitutes. Furthermore, there was no discontinuity between home and bareaicks lif
terms of gender, which might have promoted soldiers to become disciplined and less
resistant to authority. Instead, women, the soldaderas, were in barracks and arcthe m
and in their presence soldiers continued in a performance of gender learned in the home
Finally, and in contrast to the French experience described by Weber, the ogntinui
presence of civic militias with colonial roots, that dwarfed the federat$oroeant that

there existed no universal male experience of levée en masse to inculcate moder

nationalisnt®

Chapter Summaries

Chapter one, “Servants of the Nation: Recruitment, Training, and Becoming a
Soldier,” examines the conscription and daily regimes of instruction and riteal sy
soldiers. Despite promises and assurances, the army continued in the lang pfdbe
leva, a process of taking men from their communities by force of armsvanddeked
in remote barracks and only allowed supervised excursions, the soldier wasyvirtual
imprisoned until his superiors deemed him unlikely to desert. Nonetheless, men with

strong community ties found ways to avoid being taken, and those that were impressed

%9 Eugen Joseph Webéteasants into Frenchmethe federals in service did not generally equedlo
militias in number, despite the regime’s best affor
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often did eventually escape. Once brought into the army, the new soldier entered a
daytime world broken into tasks and instruction by regulation and trumpet calls. Through
learning drill and arms skills, and even attaining basic literacy, the sooght to shape
their raw apprentices into able soldiers, and loyal citizens. Officetsttistrip the
recruit of previous indigenous or regional identities by controlling their méais,dress,
and their routines. Ultimately, these efforts bore limited results.

Demonstrating far less controllable circumstances, chapter two, “Neghtthe
Barracks: Breaking Boundaries and Making Spaces,” analyses the livesaticegrof
soldiers outside of the regulated routines. Unique to Mexico by the late cehéury, t
presence of women and children in the barracks by night shaped the soldiers in
innumerable ways. Sexuality and relations between men and women influenced the
construction of gender and in many ways, undermined official discipline. Soldaderas,
women with the army, could fill numerous roles: they sold goods, they brought meals,
they did laundry, and they provided sex. They also brought religion into the barracks, as a
means to legitimise sexuality and to care for offspring. In response tantheence,
military doctors attempted to set controls on women and on hygiene, typically blaming
the soldaderas for a wide range of ilinesses. Officers concurred nethadive view of
the women whom they blamed for troop’s poor discipline and for smuggling of
contraband. The women did supply the means for the soldier’s leisure, bringihglalc
marijuana, snacks, and tobacco into the barracks. The troops of course found many ways

to entertain themselves when off duty, for example, playing music and conversing i
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cant that their officers did not understand. Through all of these practices andgothiéic
soldier reaffirmed his sense of identity and his own visiomexicanidad

Moving away from the soldiers in the ranks, the third chapter, “The Subaltern
Officer: Agents of Change and Engineers of Nation,” focuses on the junior grades of
officer (below major) that led the drives to make the Mexico modern. The education of
these men at the Military College of Chapultepec shaped their chaaadtdre sense
they had of the nation. A curriculum heavy on science and mathematics primed them
towards a positivist stance on development, an equal stress on military honourcappeare
in the expectations and demands of the duel. The government deployed the resulting
graduates according to ability, training, and family connections. Thefficerpor
practico, led the troops in garrisons and detachments across the countryside. Many
became involved in graft, and only a few gained special notice as leadeza.dfike
their troops, many indulged in too much alcohol, in petty crimes, and in street violence,
and their records indicate routine charges and arrests. Most subalterns married upon
reaching the rank of captain, some as a result of legal pressures. Theateaffiners,
facultativos, enjoyed the benefits of additional training and sometimes dy fstatus.
They made up the personnel for the General Staff, Artillery, and the PoofasSiaff,
and worked as engineers, cartographers, supervisors, and orderlies. Btheised the
newly expanded Navy, or trained to enter the Medical Corps, both branches renovated
during the Porfiriato. The projects undertaken by the subaltern officers, whether

were hunting for bandits or building railways, enabled the country to take on a modern
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shape. The young officers came to represent the nascent nation throughd&eanged
tasks as Diaz’s agents of change.

In chapter four, “Another Theatre of War: The Performative Arrthg”’scope of
analysis widens to the institutional role of the military in shaping imagirohgse
nation. The military elite devised and projected a carefully selectecahmandge for
spectators from peons and journalists to ambassadors and presidents. Thepagime s
considerable energy in controlling criticism of its projects in print, both docreesd
foreign, and new military journals counteracted rumours with their own patratic a
scientific literature. These journals also reached a foreign and lsgieani@ience as
editors sent them out in exchange for their foreign counterparts in dozens ofesountri
Capturing the imagination of viewers, military parades and processions besartse
sights on the streets and fields around cities. Regimental bands also gsfeed aed
renown for the army, both at home and away. Taking advantage of the visual power of
the army, the president surrounded himself with a carefully designed honour gtiard tha
would highlight his own martial reputation. Officers and troops also went abroad,
particularly to Europe and the United States, to take part in embassiegnggati
commissions, and expositions. These men, sometimes as attachés or consulstgeprese
Mexico personally and organized the display of images that fit the regimies ois
itself. They also facilitated in exchanges of information on modernizing, csavearms
trading. A deliberate choice, the army through its foreign contacts decideganize
and update its forces in a co-evolution with the United States, as both drewelglect

from European advancements and from one another.
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CHAPTER 1
SERVANTS OF THE NATION:

RECRUITMENT, TRAINING, AND BECOMING A SOLDIER

“...entre los soldados no hay amigos ni enemigos del Gobierno todos son sus
servidores.”-Porfirio DiaZ

“De modo que fue esclavitud...los soldados no eran libres, en primer lugar, el ejército no
era libre...” -Trinidad Veg&

“Cannon meat” was what they called the young conscript, as they took him at
saber point from his home as part of the so-called contingent of blood sent to serve the
Porfirian government. Their indigenous mothers prayed to the Virgen de Guadelupe and
watched helplessly as six soldiers and an officer put their boys in shacklesottes
wailing and pleading on her knees to no avail. Leaving the immense pain of mathers a
children behind, officers chivvied the raw recruits down the road with slaps, kicks, and
obscene language until finally the village fell out of sijor months, the young
conscript would learn the life of the barracks, the rules of the army, and the viuss of
comrades in arms. Despite homesickness, abuses, and deprivation, the new settliers tri
as best they could to make a new life, and in doing their duty, perhaps become modern

men. Seen as vice-riddemarihuanerogy many, these young and reluctant servants of

! (Porfirio Diaz to Cor. Miguel G. Marin, 12/ 4/188Beroamerica Coleccién Porfirio Diaz, Legajo 10
Caja 35 Doc 12331 Mexico). Iberoamerica ColecciorfiRo Diaz hereafter CPD, and Porfirio Diaz as
PD.

2 Interview of Trinidad Vega (by Ximena Sepulved@/20/73, Instituto Mora, INAH Proyecto de Historia
Oral [herafter PHO] 1/26), 7.

3 Francisco Luis Urquizo “Juan Soldado”Dre la vida militar mexicangMéxico: Herrero Hermanos
Sucesores, 1920), 43-47; Urquizo, who served afd#s of the leva, fought as a Revolutionary, and
eventually attained the highest ranks in the amthé 1920s and 1930s, even meeting with U.S. geats
during WWII.
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the nation nevertheless played a significant role in constructing the pragcessder the

republic so desperately needed as they transformedckiome de cafiotto tropa vieja

The recruitment and day-time regimen of ordinary soldiers provided experience

that speak to the interactions between civilians and military officialsrasfpahuman
journey from peasant to warrior, perhaps to Mexican. Although this process had its
greatest effects on the individual conscript, it also had profound implications fitiefam
and communities. Similarly, the significance of military service wenbvheéyersonal
social networks, and demonstrates a course taken into modernity where classsivis
regional loyalties, and gendered behaviours became fields of contention. §tcsites
sought to define the nation as it transformed economically and technologicadiglimg
their ideal on European patterns. In this milieu, the ideal citizens would losenadgye
and lower-class traits, and homogenize in line with a new rhetoric of modernity and
nationality. The soldier became exemplar of this ideal—but the recruit fortethe
service of arms did not, would not, fulfill elite aspirations. The president’sazall
servants of the nation became ironic; the lower-classes had their own vision dfdhe na
attached to local identities, and served it as they deemed best.

Exploring this trajectory occasions a framework of analytical questionst ditha

theleva (forced conscription) mean to the recruits, and how did they resist its gragp? H

did the experience of the leva affect communities and families, and how didkfiregs
this? In what ways did this reflect social and class divisions, and how did thegpaodce
stocking and training a national army occur at the expense pétha chica(regional

loyalties)? Finally, how and why did officers seek to reshape recruits, arfthtoegult?
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From their initial capture and resistance, we move into barracks to see thaelay-t
regimen where instruction and conditioning clashed with the soldier’s agency and the
government’s poverty.

Ultimately, the young men experienced transformation — in circumstances,
conditions, and understandings — as they went through a process to become soldiers that
included recruitment, orientation, and daily instrucfiaris is a history of the average
soldier® Their views, the ways they came to see themselves, their community, and their
nation, resulted from interaction with critical civilians and unhappy offit@te
oppressive discipline, nonetheless, only worked to affirm the conscripts’ previous
conceptions of indigenous and regional identificafiGurthermore, the disciplinary

program to instill nationalism and foster order and progress took on new meanings for the

* On habitus versus understandings, Pierre Bour@iatline of a Theory of PractiogNew York:
Cambridge University Press, 1977); On totalizirgfitmtions, see Erving GoffmaAsylums: Essays on the
Social Situation of Mental Patients and Other Ines§Chicago,: Aldine Pub. Co., 1962); on inscribed
subjectivities see Michel Foucauljscipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prisést American ed. (New
York: Pantheon Books, 1977) and Paul Rabinow, ik, Foucault ReaddiNew York: Pantheon Books,
1984) ; tying them together see Chris Schillifge Body and Social Theoflyondon: Sage Publications,
1993).

® The protagonists of this chapter are primarilylgok of the federal army, although some referetwes
sailors or other armed forces will be made; | takkecues from the New Military History, see PeteaBie,
The Tribute of Blood: Army, Honor, Race, and NafioBrazil, 1864-194%Durham: Duke University
Press, 2002) and Celso Castro, and Vitor Izecksaroh Hendrik Kraay, eddNova histéria militar
brasileira (Rio de Janeiro: Editora Bom Texto, 2004).

® On imagining and nationalism theory, see Frangaigier Guerra, Monica Quijadémaginar la Nacién
Cuadernos de historia Latinoamericaréo. 2. (Hamburg, Germany: Lit, 1994); Benedict Rid&rson,
Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin Spdead of Nationalisnrev. ed. (New York: Verso,
2006.); Sara Castro-Klarén and John Chasteyond Imagined Communities: Reading and Writireg th
Nation in Nineteenth-Century Latin AmerifBaltimore, Md.: Johns Hopkins University Pres3032); Eric
J. HobsbawmiNations and Nationalism since 1780: Programme, Matid Realit Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1990).

" | contend that this process of oppression, affitineligenous identity and reinforced it, but did by
any means create it as Martinez Peldez has argu&epublics of Indians in Guatemala. Severo Martin
Pelaez] a patria del criollo: ensayo de interpretacion @derealidad colonial guatemaltec@uatemala:
Editorial Universitaria, 1970), 10-25.
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enlisted men, who may have been servants of a nation, but whose agendas often remained

far removed from the aspirations of their civilian and military commanders.

The Background for Recruitment

Smoldering embers and smoking rubble left in the wake of nineteenth-century
invasions by Spanish, American, and French armies began to fall into memory after 1867
as Benito Juarez made attempts to reestablish Mexico as nation and asr@¢ate. O
throughout the country became central to his efforts and the army was his tool in hand. In
their own way, nonetheless, its officers became foremost among the prEsitistdcles.

He could not afford to keep them, nor worse still, to demobilize them. From a height of
70 000 men, Juarez worked to cut his forces down below 48 Ofifics brought light to
the rising wave of banditry in countryside and crime in the cities as unemplugests
found new means to survivd-ederal budgets were unable to even pay those troops
remaining in service, let alone provide stability, and international creditoesned

leery, especially after what they considered the barbaric executionpsrar

Maximilian.*® Exacerbating this dangerous situation was the temporal power of the
military as an institution.

Finally victorious against its conservative or foreign enemies, the arhypbi
moral and practical claims to the stewardship of the nation. Juarez could no more

abandon them then they could betray him, the iconic symbol of their triumph. As he cut

8 James R. Kelley, “Professionalism in the Porfiamy Corps” (Ph.D. dissertation. University of
Tulane, 1971),14-38; Robert Martin Alexius, “Therdyr and Politics in Porfirian Mexico” (Ph.D.
dissertation, University of Texas at Austin, 1978R/7.

° Chris FrazerBandit Nation: a History of Outlaws and Culturar&jgle in Mexico, 1810-192(Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2006), passim.

19 paul GarnerPorfirio Diaz, Profiles in Power(New York: Longman, 2001), 56-65.
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their ranks, he therefore needed to consider his policies carefully. The résaitlec
through the next half century as his regime resurrectedeih@sito a compromise that
allowed officers to remain in semi-active service on less pay ratherghaminious

mass discharge (see Chaptet'3)levertheless, the petitions and pleas of ordinary troops
to retain their occupations largely fell on deaf ears, and slowly these steweaidseben
echelon of the aged and high-rankéd.

The army continued to decline in numbers through the end of the 1860s and the
subsequent presidency of Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada until, by 1888, new troops were
again in high demand. The exigencies of control over an unruly countryside made armed
forces a high priority as the army chased bandits, secured borders, andsegppre
rebellions. As the pre-Porfirian budgets and senior staff discharged more andoopse t
to unemployment, they also pushed many back into local employment in National Guard
units’® The dangers of this policy became obvious when one hero of the Guard, Diaz,
used his connections to seize power in 1876. His own more prudent policies would
eviscerate the Guard units, as had been done to the Federals’, and fomentaer@cruit

crisis1*

" Kelley, 137; despite impressive progress the nurabgeriatric officers continued to be extreme.

12| uis Gonzalez y Gonzalez, “El liberalismo triurtiginin Historia general de Méxicaed. Daniel Cosio
Villegas et al. (México: Colegio de México, 200635-705.

13 On evolving National Guard see Manuel Chust, “Adn@tizens: The Civic Militia in the Origins of the
Mexican National State, 1812-27," The Divine Chartered. Jaime E Rodriguez O. (New York: Rowman
and Littlefield Pub. 2005), 235-255; Pedro SantthifFear of the People: The Civic Militia in Mexico
1845,"The Hispanic American Historical Revié8, no. 2 (1988): 269-88.; and during Porfiriaéarner,
55-58. Diaz and his generals’ attitudes are se@rtlinG. Palomino to Diaz, 1/22/89 (CPD Legajo 1ajaC
2 Doc 598) (3815), where he asks that National Gbarrelieved of its current duties so the mengman
back to agriculture and industry.

14 Kelley, 40, also in Paul Garner, 110-115.
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Expectations swelled among common soldiers as the energetic Oaxacah genera
took the reins. Many, especially fellow Oaxaqueiios, felt a special bond with the
charismatic warrior who had played a major role in defeating the French isvat4d
enough for wisdom, young enough for dynamism, Diaz seemed to promise betterdays f
the average soldier, whetheirale, reservist, or regular. High hopes notwithstanding, his
vision for the armed forces proved markedly different. The Federal army bdmame
agent to impose order and progress, the antagonist of the patrias chicas, and a aew secul
priesthood of modernity — and the first step was streamlining the modernized national
army and neglecting or disbanding the regional Guard forces.

Patrias chicas and local communities faced persistent onslaught aseheir
disappeared to distant barracks, as strange soldiers occupied their towns, andwas the
militias faded through federal neglect. Porfirio Diaz’s visions of a sfieeBuropean-
like modernity relied on this regulation of militarized manhood. Centralizing pawveer a
radiating it back through technologies of rail and telegraph, the modern regimd neede
the dissolution of regional loyalties and capacitfesggressive recruitment became a
priority and facilitated nation building, while enfeebling the strongmercandillos
away from Mexico City. Critical to this achievement was that the peasadtsriminals
absorbed into the army would depart it radically transformed in loyalties afidezivin

behaviour.

15 patrick McNamaraSons of the Sierr€Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Pre€§07), 93-121.

'8 New technologies of control also tied to new spaared power over now-modern bodies, see Foucault,
“Spaces, Knowledge, and Power,” in Rabinow, 243sEhalso specifically tie to the army, which he
defines as a technique of power over social ba@i@tective) in the form of the “militaire,” in “Bicipline
and Punish,” 179-186. This conception underliesudisions of discipline and identity formation
throughout the chapter.
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The cultural and material obstacles the regime faced in implementirdyeais
lay at the roots of the Porfirian recruit’'s experience. The budgetary weakinde
government ran through several phases. Initially, the near bankruptcy of thergerer
saw troops continue to decline in numbers and benefits, many lacking pay entirely,
between 1876 and 1880With the restoration of credit and a balanced budget, after
1885 the army saw gradual improvements in conditions, more regular pay, and stabilized
numbers (from an official low of around 20 000 men in 1881 to a brief peak at 30 000 in
1886, they hovered near 25 000 through the rest of the Porfifidtonetheless, too
many officers in depdsito, expensive pet projects, and general indifferencdiénssol
meant that these advances were matters of degree rather than profoundtegiioigns
advantage of new funds. As budgets grew, so too did graft and corruption, and a soldier
in 1910 was only marginally better off than was his 1876 counterpart. Witnesses to the
resulting poor conditions of soldiery, many civilians maintained disdainful and desgust
attitudes towards the military as a profession, and potential recrogsallg shared their
distaste. The cultural obstacle to creating the modern army emergeth&omar
complete failure of the regime to persuade average Mexicans tharyrskervice could

be honourable and desirable. In lieu of volunteers, the regime felt compelleg to lev

17 0n early lack of budget sé¢emorias de Secretaria de Guerra y Marifi876-1910) [hereafter
Memoriag and Archivo General de la Nacion, Fondo Guerkdayina, Comandancia Militar de D.F.,
Expedientes Personales caja, various expedieré3{1880) [hereafter AGN, CMDF, EP].

18 Total figures are highly suspect, due to over-répg for national security and prestige, shame of
deserters, and officers skimming pay. But effectiuenbers aside, using the figures given by theeSagr
of War to Congress at least provides a somewhiabielbase figure to estimate change with. | comput
mine by averaging with Alicia Herndndez Chavez,ion y ocaso del Ejército Porfiriandiistoria
Mexicana39, no. 1 (1989): 257-296, who gives low figurapmorted by Alexius, “The Army and Politics
in Porfirian Mexico” (Ph.D. dissertation, Univessibf Texas at Austin, 1976), 20; with press figuiks
Porfirio Diaz’s inNew York Time§6/13/11, sec. 3), 3; and finally with tMemoriasyearly totals, and
detachment reports, which tended to be high.
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troops, engendering resistance to official visions of nation — not least among tet new
“servants of the nation.”
Loathing the Leva

The leva, forced conscription based on arbitrary criteria, had plagued poor
Mexicans since the Bourbon Reforms of the eighteenth-cetititrgontinued to do so
during the Porfiriato despite official claims of the implementation of a newypolic
volunteers angorteo(lottery system). While in theory a replacemereMplazd or
substitute recruit could be purchased by anyone for a mere forty pesos, gsenél a
prohibitively high figure for man$® The impoverished knew their vulnerability to any
opportunistic public official, but so too did dissidents, migrants, cripples, and those
deemed deviant. While the vast majority of recruits came from rural comegjrtiies
and towns also gathered what officials termed contingents of blood for the dreny. T
new recruits overwhelmingly represented the central areas of theaBdijithe Valley of
México, while southern and northern states tended to have fewer contingents, even in

proportional measures of populatigrin contrast to European systems of compulsory

military service, the leva went well beyond mere distaste and repreéssrgef the most

¥Ward Stavig, “Conflict, Violence, and ResistanaeThe Countryside in Colonial Latin Amerijcads.
Louisa Schell Hoberman and Susan M. Socolow (Allengue: University of New Mexico Press, 1996),
222-228; and Christon ArcheFhe Army in Bourbon Mexico, 1760-181€t ed. (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1977), passim.

% As a strange coincidence, this figure matchedtist of a first-class burial; a commentary perhaps
the assigned value of a life in Porfirian Mexico.

2 For exampleMemorias1902, 5456 Anexo 23, Bernardo Reyes, July 1 te B0 1901-2: and Anexo 24
for July to Dec. 1902; both show a predominancesofuiting from Mexico State and City, Hidalgo,
Jalisco, Guanajuato, Queretaro, Tlaxcala, Colimahbacan, San Luis Potosi, Zacatecas, Puebla, and
Veracruz. While soldiers were recruited elsewhiéngas less frequent and areas with active canmgaig
were generally exempted.
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despised institutions of the Porfirian éfavlexicans hated the leva for its method of
implementation, its implications for family, and for the harsh conditions thadiess|
were likely to facé®

The selection process engendered a sense of deep injustice and vulnerabilit
among the most likely candidates for the leva. The politics of the leva saw iinssvict
selected as a means to exercise power over a community, disciplining, mkdimgnand
punishing those whom authorities picked, and by extension, their families or supporters.
Meeting the quota set by the Secretary of War, state governors alefdbale
ReemplazofChief Recruiting Officers) sent orders to regiojeéts politicoavho either
delegated it to municipal officials or personally worked to gather the needet hweal
officials, and particularly the jefes politicos, used this power to control twersts
though the threat or application of adding men to list for recruitment. Ironicalljefése
only official duty connected to the military was to prevent any attempt&eaearuits
by force® Under pressure from above to secure reemplazos for troops discharged, dead,
or deserted, many of these officials looked first to empty their jails, tordisezak or

lazy workers, and in the last resort, offered impoverished men from the community who

22 Even policies of forced deportation, such as thased by Yaqui, did not create the nation-widesseof
fear and disgust that the leva built. Indeed, éva lrepresents a forced deportation in its owrt dgtit
seized men from their homes and sent them to faryaarrisons; on deportations see Evelyn Hu-deHart,
Yaqui Resistance and Survival: The Struggle fordLamd Autonomy 1821-191Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 1984), 134-5, 165-70; Francisomdaso and Ministerio de Guerra y Marihas
guerras con las tribus Yaq(Wexico: Tip. del Departamento de Estado Mayor,5)90

%3 0n similar processes in Brazil, see Beattie, 99-12

%4 Generally, there was one Jefe de reemplazo in@ftie 28 states and territories, usually compgsi
Lieutenant Colonels and Colonels, who worked closéth the governor, see Chapter 3.

% Universidad Veracruzanklemoriase Informes de jefes politicos y autoridades del regirRorfiriano
1883-1911, Estado de Veracr(alapa: Universidad Veracruzana, 1997), 15.
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were least able to resfétAt times they even sent men missing limbs, congenitally ill, or
obviously diseased, despite the likelihood that medical staff would eventuetty rej
them. An army contingent of dissatisfied, angry, criminal, crippled, or undernourished
illiterates became a near inevitability.

Yet numerous accounts reflect the tenuous position of the jefe politico. In
Tulancingo Puebla, for example, a jefe named Silva raised the ire of residestisdnyg
to hear their complaints. This resulted in an armed uprising and the arrest ofimth Si
and the local military detachmefitin point of fact, the jefes politicos frequently
overstepped their authority in the leva process. They legally had no jurisdiction to
incarcerate recruits, to work with or command army units, or to order compliarice wit
the leva. Charges of abusing authority resulted from the frequent failures oethtojef
follow this stricture. They nevertheless stood to profit from well-planneditieg,
removing political enemies, or even arresting a sixty year old man in ordealtdis
land?® Additionally, when jefes circumvented local authorities, particularly the ripatic
presidents, they stripped communities of the power to police their own population. While
perspectives on those who deserved consignment sometimes matched, for exémeple i
case of criminals, the political or economic abuses of leva by an outsidertedunany

communities?®

% Gaceta Médico Militar“Estadistico de reconocimiento de reemplazos8@)8123-125, (5204-06).
Details the health of incoming recruits, notes dl$8% rejection based on health, mostly for hexnead
constitutions, weak legs, heart defects, highafatl syphilis. Only 19 of 7000 were rejected fooalaism.
%’ G. Garcia to PD, 5/6/1887, CPD Legajo 12 Caja & 5102.

2 AGN CMDF Caja 360 ep-n, Florentin Morin and Lazitendoza.

29 0On the politics of recruitment see Beattie, 81:18#xius, chapter 2.
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The seemingly arbitrary selection dismayed even the most stalefartders of
the military, yet calls for reform fell afoul of the Porfirians’ clasasions and
prejudices. Ifgente decenteere to serve under universal service alongside the usual
scum, would this not corrupt the best youth of soci@tiy@rther, in a nation only
beginning to regain its economic strength, removing the best and brightest afethe el
classes from the active economy might deliver a crippling blow to business and
development. Other writers added that truly universal service would create aroesor
and expensive army that really had no threatening enemy, and worried about what foe
they would manufacture domesticalfySurely, they argued, money could be better spent
in education and building commerce, that these men with an education in nationalism
since primary school could ply trades to improve the country. Men like Porfirio Diaz
agreed; middle and upper-class women could, as mothers and teachers, become the
primary inculcators of the new nationalism without risking good sons to the hardships
and vices of the barracR&The better classes persuaded themselves that becoming
modern, however necessary to the nation’s progress, had a corruptive element best borne
by the poor.

As such, the gente decente expected that the lower class should surrender their
sons willingly to the army despite this being a fate too morally questioraitieeir

own. The vulnerable classes knew from experience that they faced the loss ofadgood |

% Eduardo Paz\ dénde debemos llegar: Estudio sociolégico milifdéxico: Tipografia Mercantil,
1910), throughout but especially 74, 75.

31 For examples, this was the opinion of Eduardo Baz32; and “Mas sobre bizarria militar,”
Regeneracioif5/7/1901), 15, 16.

32 william French, “Prostitutes and Guardian Angets&panic American Historical Review2:4 (Nov.
1992): 529-31.
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having seen the return of men turned vicious and vice-ridden, or they did not return at
all.*®* Moreover, examining the troops it becomes evident that the leva acted also as an
instrument of class discipline and eventually as a means to blunt the rise oicalpelit

and threatening—industrial class.

From a near standing start, the country experienced a significant develadment
industry that accelerated between the 1890s and 1910. While class struggle did not
emerge as a real threat early on, by the turn of the century new worlseisdiegan to
clash with the entrenched wealthy capitalists, to the horror of a nascensaodre
middle-class. The military had little to do with urban or factory unrest in tie ea
Porfiriato, but it was not coincidental that the drive towards a modernized and
professional military rose alongside the growth of new social ten$ions.

With urbanization and industrialization, the army and its recruitment had four
major effects that worked to counter the new unrest. First, military sevgmrbed a
body of young men that otherwise might become part of the new industrial classes
particularly as these men came from the poorest of families in both rural and urba
settings—prime worker material Despite the need for workers, the army continued to
siphon away, for a time, the impressionable youth of the country. Second, officers noted
that teaching these men discipline filled the prescription for providing new regust

with ideal workers. After five years of drill in arms, the former soldeer@ thus become

3 For one example, see interview of José Almeidierdte by Ximena Sepulveda, 10/30/1973, PHO 1/27,
5: “Then they took them, took them to other paatsffom here, to the central states, there wereeseho
returned again, others never came back.”

34 Michel Foucault “Discipline and Punish,” in Rabimo210; Robert BuffingtonCriminal and Citizen in
Modern Mexico (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2000), 32- Francois Xavier Guerrd,e
Mexique: de I'’Ancien Regime a la Revolutial. 1 (Paris: L’'Harmattan, 1985), 212-222, 318631
¥xEsclavitud en Yucatan,Regeneraciorf1/31/1901), 4: refers to the soldiers as proieta
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the ordered factory worker without sympathies for anarchist unions, and replace the
disruptive elements. Third, expanding industrial classes had created risiogsehat

soldiers met with arms and bloodshed, with increasing frequency as industry gained
prominence, and reaching a climax in 1906 and £8The military service thus not only
absorbed young men away from industrial work but also provided the means to suppress
unrest. Finally, use of the army as a supplemental labour force for building nohds a
public building allowed the direct replacement of hostile corvée workers with a
presumably more controllable lot. None of these measures, however convenient for the
capitalist elite, made military service popular among the poor.

The distrust and disdain of gente decente for ordinary soldiers was refledted bac
by the under-classes who had not aspired to become soldiers in the first place. To be
chosen, taken, and corrupted, as they saw it, was nothing less than a masculine form of
government-machinatadpto y estuprdkidnapping and deflowering). The practice of
stealing women from neighbouring villages, deflowering them, and evintualrying
them, was longstanding and legally recognized during the Porfifi&t®a semi-legal
form of captivity narrative entrenched in popular consciousness, it bears a strong
resemblance to the processes of forced recruitment, and one that reversed the usual
gendered expectations for men. Forcibly carried off, physically oveneovead bereft

of family, publicly shamed by sergeants and officers, the newly dishonoured soldier

% On Cananea and Rio Blanco see Kelley 83, 84; Kaith, Waking the Dictator: Vera Cruz, the Struggle
for Federalism, and the Mexican Revolution, 187@71@algary: University of Calgary Press, 2002), 1-
40; also see “Los sucesos de Rio Blan&d,Imparcial (Tues, Jan 10, 1907), 1.

3"W. French, “Te amo muncho,” ifhe Human Tradition in Mexi¢e@d. Jeffrey Pilcher (Wilmington:
Scholarly Resources, 2003), 123-137; Ana Maria AtotLove, Sex and Gender in Legal Cases from
Namiquipa, Chihuahua, Mexico” (unpublished confeeepaper, 2004), 1-10.
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understood his profound powerlessness against the violation of the leva. Still, some also
saw a romantic element to the idea of returning home as a hard man, as amompete
warrior, and perhaps even as a war hero. And while women occasionally used or
orchestrated the traditional rapto y estupro to their own advantage, so too did some men
choose to accept military service for their own ends.

Indeed, for all that the leva stirred hatred it undeniably also provided a few men a
welcome escap®. There were certain advantages for an already marginalized man to
leave his community and perhaps make a living elsewhere. For sons of the poorest
families an army life might be the best possible way to care for dependants.oName
letters to Diaz indicate that this circumstance allowed some an opportuhgintpdy
did not exist in their home town. Pedro Ehlera wrote the president requesting that he be
reinstated, since his discharge was unfair, and claimed he had no other means by whic
provide for his family’® Soldiers were not alone in their complaints, Sergeant Miguel
Jiménez argued that his captain had suspended him for complaining, and then discharged
him for his further complaint&. A twenty-two year old soldier from Puebla likewise
asked to retain his position without further charges for a broken window, as his prison
pay was scant and his regular army pay was the only support for his widowed mother and
grandmothef! Pleading with the president, Le6n Martinez had never known any other

life than soldiering, and after thirty years had been discharged for hesxdgeow found

% Although some men did volunteer, contrary to papplerceptions, their numbers represent an extsemel
limited number of the total forces. Neverthelebsjritchoice affords an interesting contrast torthere
reluctant comrades-in-arms.

% pedro A. Ehlera to PD, 1/26/1885, CPD Legajo 1faGaDoc 1445.

0 Miguel Jiménez to PD, 11/2/1891, CPD Legajo 1fQ8 Doc 14130.

“L AGN Caja 359, ep-M, Antonio Vasquez. Prison pag wenerally only 25 centavos and since food was
more expensive and more difficult to acquire, this quite difficult to survive on.
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himself in misery. He asked for new work, or at least, for the government tw rieigie
service records and grant him a penéfoft.few begged for positions in order to take
part in what they saw as inevitable war with Guatemala, out of patriotic fefloroswme,
for others a way out of prison or poveffy.

Others seem to have taken to the army for quite different reasons. Troopers could,
and did, take advantage of army service to steal rifles, clothes, and even horseés on the
way to joining or rejoining bandit gangs or rebel forces. If they got awaicc@ssful
raid of this sort could be worth as much as 300 pesos, close to a year of decent wages.
Some recruits with similar motives in mind signed up under false names, ahattic t
backfired horribly for one recruit calling himself Porfirio Caballero. Hgueen caught
deserting he completed a three year term of service, but had been reentezgdlts for
additional years of army life when they discovered his real name, ArRadidreZ** In
1894, a soldier of the Second Regiment was likewise charged, among other things, with
“change of name” before a formal Counsel of Wdfor others, it proved a short step
between desertioren massand forming a bandit gang, as in the case of the Sixth

Battalion in 1888. Most of their soldiers had originally been “enlisted” straight oheof t

“2Léon Martinez to PD, 9/28/1880, CPD Legajo 5 Gajpoc 003464.

3 Poverty inspired some: Andrés Frias to PD, 8/18J1&PD Legajo 5 Caja 4 Doc 1595; Enrique Mayer
to PD, 7/21/1880, CPD Legajo 5 Caja 5 Doc 2223; ddmcern in 1885 that a war was brewing with
Guatemala, which received considerable attentidghérarmy and press, also inspired men like Ignacio
Gomez Cardenas to volunteer to fight despite hanngxperience: |. Gomez Cardenas to PD, 3/18/1885,
CPD Legajo 10 Caja 6 Doc 2630.

* Arcadio Ramirez to Pedro Hinojosa, 11/30/1885, Cefajo 10 Caja 25 Doc 12118-a.

4> AGN Caja 358 CMDF ep-m Cpt.1 Marcial Mardero.
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Guadalajara prison, and General Pedro Galvan reported that upon their desertiod they ha
become the terror of Tepfé.

Still another reason one might be volunteered into service was the misfortune of
having the wrong family. For some guardians of incorrigible young men, amigese
seemed a possible solution to reform their ways. One uncle, despairing of his nephew as
obstinate, impassive, and lazy wrote to Diaz asking that the boy be sent to yie Nav
become a man of wort.He asked that this enlistment happen soon, before the boy
became lost and fell to even greater depths, but it was apparently too late;antadett
next month he reported his nephew had since been jailed for réiidéoyhers wrote the
president or senior officers to ask positions for their sons for the financial at sate
of the family. Yet for all these exceptions, the army largely remainegtandtion both

feared and loathed, and the usual situation victimized the unlucky.

Of Rumours and Anticipation

However recruits hated the selection process, the daily grind and poor conditions
of army life represented the greater dread for any soldier. Even the rare exdkmew
that they faced a bleak life, poor pay, bad sanitation, surly officers, dangetussdiad
frequent punishment. Popular rumours, press criticisms, deserters’ tales, and public
sightings reinforced the negative, and mostly accurate, preconceptionwiofatimalitar.
Even though a teenager at the time, Trinidad Vega remembered in a lateewtesw

they viewed the military in his small town. He recalled that some, having @itdy to

“5 pedro Galvan to PD, 9/1/1885, CPD Legajo 13 Cajpot 1917.
" Pablo Pantoja to PD, 7/6/1889, CPD Legajo 14 C&jBoc 7371.
“8 Pablo Pantoja to PD, 8/2/1889, CPD Legajo 14 CajBoc 8591.
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pay a debt, would be sent to the army to face extreme mistreatment. He reeakcthae

this punishment represented the greatest terror of the people, a truly horebteatia

went on to describe how poorly the men were treated, how inadequately they were pai
and how degenerate they all appeared to civifadsother eyewitness to the era,

Ignacio Suarez, recalled seeingugerda(chain gang) being marched down the streets in
downtown Mexico City. He saw what they called an army contingent, and deiscribe
them as drained and heartbroken peasants marching under the guns of vigilant guards.
Traumatized by the sight, he asked his mother about them, and some sixtatpededt |

that the elimination of the leva alone might have prevented the Revaitition.

Similarly, the press made no secret of its opinions on military life and thed brut
conditions of the common soldier. Newspapers pointed to the savage fighting and alcohol
abuse that marked barracks as spaces of ill-repute, and took glee in theerdany
about the lowly soldadera5La Patriadescribed the horrible state of the twenty-fourth
Battalion on service at the National Palace, with threadbare dirty uniformgasht the
season? The vociferously criticaRegeneraciéiirequently printed articles sarcastically
titled “Military Gallantry” in which the authors attacked the abuses oferf§ towards

soldiers, and soldiers towards civiliafisThese represent but a few examples of the

9 Instituto Mora PHO 1/26 interview with Trinidad ya.

%9 Instituto Mora PHO 1/85, interview with Tnt. Chjnacio Starez by Alexis Arroyo Daniel Casas,
January, 1961.

*LE| Partido Libertad (7/21/87), 3, 4.

2«E| batallon 24,"La Patria (3/24/84), 5.

%3 “Bjzarria militar,” Regeneracioif4/23/1901), 12, 13; and “Mas sobre bizarria anilitRegeneracion
(5/7/1901), 15, 16.
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hundreds of stories depicting the unsavory nature of military service that thr@Ror
press presented to its middle and upper class readétship.

Press critiques emphasized the distance between the gente decente, with their
presumed civility, and the bestial nature of the lower classed soldier. Tomimgeof a
threatening underclass reinforced by contrast the rhetoric of progress andordéso
created an image of the army that clashed with its official represerstals the
embodiment of the modern (see Chaptet’Zhe apparent gap between modern army
and savage soldier, nonetheless, suggested the possibility of civilizing the indigenous
poor through the application of proper military discipline. This impulse to perfect
subjects through institutions of control, as described by Michel Foucault, was
quintessential modernifif.But once again, newspaper portrayals themselves did nothing
to enhance the prestige of the vida militar.

The army did itself no favours in reinforcing these popular impressions by using
military service itself as a means of punishment. Soldiers accused of badtconduc
regularly saw time added to their five year tepoyr encourager les autrebnits
already infamous for poorly disciplined troops or terrible conditions, rather than

becoming the object for reforms, became the destination for wrong-doers drapped f

>4 On readership see Maria Elena Diaz, “The Satiiml Press for Workers, 1900-1910: A Case Study in
the Politicisation of Popular CultureJournal of Latin American Studi@®, no. 3 (Oct.1990), 497-526;
Julio Ramo®Divergent Modernities: Culture and Politics in Nirenth-Century Latin Amerig@durham
[N.C.]: Duke University Press, 2001), 78-150; amomgny many more examples see “A los militar&s,”
Combate(May 9, 1879); “En Gran Escandolds! Nacional(Sept. 25, 1895): 3.

%5 James Alex Garzdhe Imagined Underworld: Sex, Crime, and Vice infilan Mexico City(Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2007), 1-11, 179-181.

% Foucault, “Discipline and Punish,” in Rabinow, 1283.
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better battalions and regimenfsThe disease-ridden battalions of the Yucatan and
coastal areas became the ultimate garbage-heap for the wosstdraseng everything
from suspected murderers, rebellious officers, incorrigible slackerscpbditssidents,
and public transvestites.

The Yucatan saw the frequent arrival of what the military command coedider
worst-cases and was popularly, if inaccurately, considered a one-wayewvihy@ to
tropical diseases. Any officers who failed in rebellion, or succeeded in dits=ad the
prospect of transfer to the pestiferous south@adstnetheless, officers did not
universally despise these positions and active service there boosted the afasaen
men as Brigadier General Mariano Ruiz and Victoriano Hi&@&rvice in the southeast
also became the experience of ordinary men caught breaking social mamnes i
increasingly homophobic society. One Sub-lieutenant, Manuel Cantaneo, receieeel a
discharge in 1879 after conviction by the Junta de Honor for practicing, with a well-
known member of society, “actos opuesto al sexo” (acts opposite to hf8 Bgx).
contrast, in 1901 when police raided the Famous 41 dance, 23 civilian men were marched

through the streets in dresses and sent to an unknown end in the Yucatan—merely for

74| a esclavitud en YucatanRegeneracion(1/31/1901), 4; Outside the Yucatan, the 9th Gg\Regt.
and the 6th Battatlion of Infantry were especi&iipwn as dumping grounds for the incorrigible, see
AGN CMDF cajas 50-400, and AGN Estado Mayor Prasitid, Cajas 92-98.

8 Kelley, 79; Lazaro Pavi&l Ejército y la politica(México: s.p., 1909), 3-8yléxico NuevdMay, 1909)
published lists of Reyistas sent to Yucatan.

* AGN CMDF Caja 359, ep-r, Mariano Ruiz, left a sessful stint as Congressman to command in the
Yucatan for which he received several decorativittpriano Huerta’s time in the Yucatan, with daily
letters to Bernardo Reyes, proved crucial to herlpolitical aspirations, see Condumex CARSO [aftee
CDX] fondo DLV, Bernardo Reyes letters.

% AGN CMDF Caja 334, ep-c 1867-97, Subtnt. Manueb@eo.
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wearing women'’s clothing® Nor was it only homophobic mores that spurred such exile.
For Second Captain Antonio Navarro a charge of adultery, with a year and a half in
prison, was prelude to a tour in the Yucatan where he died several yedfs\Waten

even the army saw service as a punishment, the notion of an honourable service in arms

seemed distant.

Resistance to Recruitment
Many recruits would go to extreme lengths to stay, or return, to civilian litedef

their five year tour ended. Four options might offer them this chance: flight libéore
piquete(recruiting detachment) arrived, obtainingaanparo(legal injunction), granting

of a discharge, or desertion. No measure was certain, and notably, all required afdegree
resourcefulness and usually support from family.

Fleeing before the leva was a likely response for many men, but is somewha
hypothetical due to silence in the documentary sources. Perhaps in smalleh®wns t
impending leva would be an ill-concealed secret and taking to the hills a seductive
possibility. With family or community support, a fugitive might easily stayabueach
and outwait the small piquete sent to corral replacements. Some evidenceoiibss
from the fact that jefes politicos routinely over-reported their potentialitecsome of
whom certainly disappeared and left the jefe with only excuses once the arragrived
for pick-up. The rather tenuous power of local constabularies proved insufficianeat ti

to enforce their will in the case of well-connected locals, and local jarks @feen

1 The Famous 41: Sexuality and Social Control in MexiL901 ed. Robert McKee Irwin, Edward J.
McCaughan, and Michelle Rocio Nasser (New YorkgRale MacMillan, 2003), 1-21.
%2 AGN CMDF caja 360 ep-N, Cpt. 2 Artilleria Antoriavarro.
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neglected to the point of becoming merely symbYligs a result, detachments sent out
by Jefes de Reemplazos consistently failed to meet quotas, and often only obtawmed a f
jailed men.

The amparo, a legal injunction often based on constitutional law, represented one
of the most controversial and intriguing facets of the whole leva expefience.
Constitutionally, the government absolutely could not force army service on any
Mexican. Military law backed this, proclaiming since 1824 that all soldiers todbe
volunteers or selected by lottefy.Although the military authorities continued to use the
leva regardless of legality, victims increasingly challenged it in theauthh some
success, much to the chagrin of an elite enamoured of both modern jurisprudence and
large armies. The usage of the amparo became one of the most vexing constitutional
issues of the Porfiriato. Enshrined as a legal right in the 1857 Constitution (Atidles
102), reformers altered its terms in 1882, 1889, and 1897 to reduce its abuse, primarily by
impressed soldiers.

It nonetheless reflected some compromises between military agendas band civi
rights. In 1889, a reform to Article 779 rejected any applications for amparmafety
days time, which assisted the cause of recruitfffamhile further reform in 1897
(Article 809) worked to discourage overuse, Article 746 now permitted women and

minors to petition for amparo without legal representatives, provided they could gersuad

83 W. H. BishopOld Mexico and Her Lost Provincéslew York: Harper’s Brothers, 1883), 155.

% See a great discussion by Alexius, chapter 1.

% See “Reclutamiento del EjércitdRevista Militar(9/15/1880), 532-9, osorteq which was already made
law in 1824, 1839, 1852, 1853, 1854, and 1869. I8ityj volunteer only service was made law in 1848.
6 1/28/02 Bernardo Reyes, Dept. de Estado Mayocu@i #314, Anexo 2 of 190Rlemorias
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the court it affected a matter of their personal intedfifyhey routinely argued that the
recruit played a vital role in providing both sustenance and moral guidance to their
family. By depicting the potential effects upon the welfare of domestmdray, they
evoked the discourse of thegar (hearth) that the elite associated with class progress
and social developmefitin this manner, families, and especially mothers and wives, put
increasing pressures on the military recruitment system by pointing tofltesr man as
a direct affront to the well-being of their family and integrity.

It thus presented a critical point of resistance to military service the
perspective of officers, judges, soldiers, and families alike. Most often, matiteated
the petition of amparo. With or without legal counsel, they pursued this courseg first b
contacting officers in the unit that had taken their son. Once officers iddnhge
soldier, his case went forward to the judge who determined whether a legal isgd ex
for amparo. If he discovered that the conscript was a criminal, a deserter, ofalsele
name, he dropped the case. Meanwhile, officers held the recruit under lock and key in a
military prison or isolated within the barracks, at minimal pay. Even once a guagtd
the amparo, it was not an absolute guarantee of freedom. Eduardo Marin F. languished in
the jail at San Juan de Dios in Puebla, charged with desertion, for four painful months
after the granting of his ampafd.Nonetheless, records show that the petitions did

release some 2000 men each year from their five year military term.

®7 Carlos Arellano Garcigl Juicio de AmpargMéxico DF.: Porrua, 1974), 134-137.

% William French, “Prostitutes and Guardian Ang&lomen, Work, and the Family in Porfirian Mexico,”
HAHR 72 (1992), 529-553.

% Eduardo F. Marin to PD, 9/2/1889, CPD Legajo 14ja0, Doc. 9587 (3908).

% Anexo 23 BR inVlemoria1901-1902 reports falling 50% short of recruitmgoéls
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As the high rate of amparo discharges seemed far too generous for their purposes
army commanders used various means to prevent what they felt was an abuse of the
system. For some officers, constitutional reform appeared to be the ide@rstduhe
problem and so they pushed Diaz to re-write thefalinis he would not do; having
invested himself in a liberal image and depending to some degree on popular affection,
he discarded this option as politically untenable. Strict adherence to the leastah
appearance, represented one of the most sacrosanct of liberal ideallsfedisbghat
emulated other modern natioffdde could, and did, tinker somewhat, but wholesale
reform he avoided.

Other officers pressed for universal service, seeing the problem in terms of
injustice rather than constitutional violation. Manuel Mondragon insisted that not only
would brief universal service help everyone, but it would also be a source of education
and regeneration for the lower classes who would naturally be proud to serve with thei
social betterd® Bernardo Reyes'’s “Essay on Recruitment” argued that solely regruiti
from the indigenous classes represented the great shame of the nation, and daly truly
recruitment might provide the material for building the honour and discipline thesarmy
needed” His Second Reserve (discussed in Chapter 4) was another possible alternative

to large conscript armies.

" SeeMemorias1879 (5824-25), which calls for constitutionalaefis; Alexius, 50-66.

2 Claudio LomnitzDeep Mexico, Silent Mexico: An Anthropology of Niaglism(Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 2001), 95-98; Rahinb71.

3 Manuel MondragérProjecto de Organizacion del ejercito sobre baskséevicio obligatorig 21-23.
" Bernardo Reyes, “Ensayo de reclutamiento.” 185-ir8Revista Militar4/15/1889 and 5/15/89 and
6/1/1889.
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Angry officers posed a serious challenge to amparos by interfering)\dirgit
local judicial officials, a measure of the deep political problems of mizitey society.
Don Porfirio himself wrote to Bernardo Ruiz Sandoval in Zacatecas, asking him to
concede fewer amparos and thus save the government the time and work that went into
consigning these men. He admitted that in this matter perhaps there existed
disagreements between the executive and judiciary, but he believed these could be
overlooked if the judge acted with some t2d&eneral Julio Cervantes in Sonora
fighting the Yaqui found that with men disabled or deserting, his command shriveled t
about half-strength and requested that Diaz suspend the amparo to allow him to gain his
needed replacemer®Others followed suit, like General Carlos Fuero who as Governor
of Chihuahua informed the judges in his state to make amparo trials less easy, io order t
make meeting the reemplazo quota possibl&he militarized politics of the regime
repeatedly allowed pressures such as these to overcome judiciaries and lfartaerch
civilians from the armed forces. Again, military service became a puarsghia sentence,
beyond even the Constitution to prevent.

More devious and pragmatic still, some officers avoided loss through amparos by
applying procedures designed to make the petition far less likely to sudgeddeb
were untrustworthy and constitutional reforms unlikely, then the army wouldysfmgl
some other way to fill ranks without interference. Their greatest advantagpposing

the amparo were the legal ignorance of petitioners, the recruit and hig$dauk of

S PD to Bernardo Ruiz Sandoval, 1884, CPD Legaj@j&a @ Doc 861.
® Grl. Julio Cervantes to PD, 7/11/1889, CPD LedajcCaja 14 Doc 6766.
" Grl. Carlos Fuero to PD, 10/10/1885, CPD LegajcCaiha 21 Doc 10469.
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resources, the sheer bureaucratic inertia of the military institution, anchétg day
limitation on injunctions instituted in 1882. Officers misinformed familieoaké
destination of their son, his unit and its location, and also moved recruits quickly to new
areas and battalions, and clerks lost or misspelled documeritifibe.officers then pled
ignorance to families’ inquiries—for at least ninety days.

Making the procedure more uncertain, some officers used the fear and chaos as an
opportunity for graft, as in the case of José de los Angeles. In 1899, his sistea Rafael
Hernadndez wrote to the Military Commandant of D.F. She had offered to buy a
replacement for her brother for forty pesos, and had sent it to an officer nasgacht®i
Millon at the Third Battalion. The authorities looked into it, and initially could find no
such officer. Eventually, they tracked down an off-duty Colonel who had taken the
money, but he claimed that in the interim the proffered replacement had desd#rtdwewi
gir’s money in hand? The family was essential, and few soldiers could initiate the
process themselves. Indeed, officers treated those identified as enalgargswor as a
barracks lawyer as serious offend®rs.

The third option for resistance to leva was petition for discharge. Given the need
the military had for new recruits, it is not surprising that few dischahges¢ia
absolutd appear for soldiers prior to their five year téfnven for officers, the release
from service was often denied. Nonetheless, mothers wrote to officers and to the

President asking for the discharge of their sons. They frequently peethks

8 AGN CMDF Caja 359, for various examples of thesieaerks and difficulties.

" AGN CMDF Caja 359 ep-m letter, Hernandez to CMB20/99.

8 Crl. Rosalino Martinez to PD, 7/7/86, CPD LegajoCaja 16 Doc 7833, re: barracks lawyer sent to
Yucatan for helping write amparos.

8 AGN CMDF, EPs,passim
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circumstances to justify their request. As one of many examples, the Sefdoredow
Clementina de Calapis wrote plaintively to the president. She had five childrenijlfour s

at home, and they desperately needed their brother to come home from servics, At lea
she bargained, bring him to a unit in Mexico City from where he could stilfaatke
family.®? Others were less eloguent; Antonia Garcia de Bueno simply asked that her son
be returned to her home from his detachment in the Yulatdonetheless, and in both
these examples, the answer usually came back a respectful “no” from tllemresihis
functionaries.

Desertion offered the most common option for the reluctant soldier to return to
civilian life. When other means failed, some 25-50 percent of the soldiers dexitkssl t
their units®® Officers guarded the new recruits day and night, denied them any access to
the streets for the first few months of service, and held roll calls numeresdach
day®® Nevertheless, the resourceful found opportunities for escape in sometimes
ingenious ways. The most common method of escape saw the soldiers scale tbke walls
the barracks late at night, often waiting for the changing of guardsiliafacvasiorf®
For the most part, these men would not be missed until early morning. The problem in
achieving this came especially from barracks buildings with forty fooswatime

soldiers waited for orders to march or patrol to make a break for it, risking benigys

82 Clementina de Calapis to PD, 5/26/1889, CPD LefidjCaja 9 Doc 4434.

8 Antonia Garcia de Bueno to PD, 10/4/1885, CPD ]ae#a Caja 22 Doc 10563.

8 Kelley; Alexius, “The Army and Politics in Porfiam Mexico”; Manuel Mondragémroyecto de
organizacion del ejército sobre base del servidigatorio (México: Tip. Mercantil, 1910), 13.

8 Tropa Vieja 54; Jefe Fuerzas Federal Bonifacio Topete to3?D4/1883, CPD Legajo 8 Caja 1 Doc 74,
75.

8 AGN CMDF Caja323 ep-a Tnt. Joaquin Ayala, 1879.
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their compatriots and officeP$.Still others took advantage of more lax security at

military hospitals. They faked illness, a common problem for medical staff,camtec!

on the drunkenness of guards to make a get-away; in at least one case, a soldgeddisgui
himself as a doctor and simply walked 8t©ne ingenuous escape plan involved local
pigeons. Having convinced the Lieutenant of the guard that he had seen a wounded
pigeon, a soldier sprinted after the bird in chase, rounded the corner, and ran on into the
city. Unfortunately, he stopped short of the anonymity of the countryside, and a troop re-
captured him in a nearby cantina some hours later. The officer received tHeypantis

for this infraction, perhaps for gullibilit?

Trial records offer insights into the deserter’s world. The testimonyg hint
oppressive conditions, although witnesses routinely reported that the desertarduad f
absolutely no mistreatment from officers. Rather, the decision to desert eéessbam
razon or most likely, withesses standing in front of a Counsel of War had good reason to
withhold honesty? Far from baseless, one deserter appealed to the court’s mercy,
claiming that he had a young family and the army pay was simply todditeovide for
their needs” Other documents demonstrate consequences that faced a would-be deserter,
or perhaps, the relative foolishness of those who were caught. For exampig, et

train headed for Mexico City proved to be the downfall of deserting sailor LitafdAin

87 Among many examples, Abraham Pimental to PD, 88,1CPD Leg 14, Caja 2, doc 660. On the other
hand, given accuracy problems in the army (seeeT2lon p. 40), perhaps this was not such a risknah

to take.

8 AGN CMDF Caja 329, ep-c, 67-97, Cpt2 Luis G. Cadue complaints and problems at Hospital Juarez
with guards; AGN CMDF Caja 350, ep-g, Victorio MVite Garza, 1/20/1902, on Doctor disguise.

8 AGN CMDF Caja 318, ep-a, 67-97, Cptl José Mariaikg, 1892.

% Complaints of mistreatment could lead to dishoable discharge, see Sgt. Miguel Himénez to PD,
11/2/1891, CPD Legajo 16 Caja 29 Doc 14130.

L AGN CMDF Caja 350, ep-g, (trial of) Teéfilo Gutiez y Socios, 11/1/1894.
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1885. To no-one’s surprise but his, guards awaited him a station down tPfeTliree.
combination of telegraphs and railways enabled officers to capture the éagsifw
would-be civilians quickly.

Catching deserters had long been a favorite sport for bored officers. “The
Mexican Armies and Generals” by A. Conquest Clarke, portrayed an army timakesl
unhappily similar to the one that Diaz’s regime tried to hide from foreign vidater
years?® Clarke’s highly critical account derided the ragged conscripts as a rabble of
imminent deserters, and he offered an entertaining description of the sport of rounding up
deserters from horseback. Cooperating with local gendarmes, expdaegbt the
pursuers some sure methods for hunting down soldiers on the run. They generally began
with known haunts near to barracks areas, in particular the favoured cantinas and
pulquerias?

The surest means to re-capture was to go to the deserters’ homes. Troops
immediately invaded and searched the homes of the soldier’'s nearestrfemibyers and
neighbors’ This tactic often succeeded, but at the same time did nothing at all for the
popularity of the army, as private citizens vehemently denied that soldiers haghttie

search their homes. As lllustration 1 shoWthe arrival of an armed search party

92 AGN CMDF Caja 318, ep-a, 67-97, Luis Airaldi.

% A. Conquest Clarke, “The Mexican Armies and Gelsgtd he Galaxy4:6 (Oct 1867): 691-700.

% AGN CMDF Caja 359 ep-m, José Millan, 1/24/98 &fidasio Villasefior and Luciano Martinez,
musicos 11/26/98.

% AGN CMDF Caja 351, ep-h, Subtnt. Alfonso Hong, 883earch for deserter in trial record, AGN
CMDF Caja 321, ep-a, Crl. Eduardo Arce, 5/8/1889.

% Thomas JanvieHarper's Weekly79, no. 474 (Nov. 89), 818.
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occasioned what appears to be angry resistance, and immediate gossimeigiungys.

lllustration 1.1 “Search for Deserters”, Frederick Remington, Harper's New Monthly(1899), 818.

The soldiers surround this peasant, while his wife looks on from the background,
and the apparent arrogance of the officer can be seen in his posture and aggaessive st

By contrast, the soldiers slump as they tower threateningly over theit. taltpeugh the
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transient worker populacedblacion flotanteand bandit gangs certainly absorbed some
fugitives, a larger number eventually returned to service with extra yetrs army as
punishment for their recaptuteé.

One implication that stems from this rather fluid service was that thigi&orf
military absorbed, vomited, and re-ingested a far greater proportion of thetpmpula
than has been previously suggested. Given that the army officially only eonsistO-
30 000 soldiers in a given year, many historians have overlooked its significandee But t
wrench in these logical gears lies in turn-over. A number of soldiers in aey wase
fictional names added to pad the payroll. A number of soldiers also remained in service
for long stretches, up to thirty years in arms. Yet a majority only saw séovitewer
than their five year terms. At a natural attrition rate, plus desertions, egésarated
most of their numbers every three years, meaning that during the Pogoma&200 000
men experienced armed service in the federal army alone. This is borne out by
recruitment of nearly 6 000 men in 1902, which, if average, would indicate 216 000 new
federal soldiers over thirty-six years tiffeAs a significant portion of the eligible
population of males in a country of only nine million souls, this created an enormous
shared experience—and one that created a shared and implacable hatredfemtshef e

Don Porfirio’s leva and its impact on their lives, their comrades, and theirdami

°” AGN CMDF Caja 350s, misc. folders on soldiersigripassim Alexius counts some 3000 per year, 108;
on modern discipline and floating population, Fault&aDiscipline and Punish,”207.

% In A donde debemos llega8, Eduardo Paz gives a figure of 13 million @10, from which 1.7 million
are men of military age (18-36) and derives froig,tht a 15% rate, that the nation coulextremisfield

255 000 total mobilized. Given population growtldaslative peace, | contend that the hundreds of
thousands who do get military experience remawesra significant figure for the 35 years of the,era
approaching nearly half of Paz's emergency contihge
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From Conscript to Soldier

The officer corps had distinct aspirations for what the new recruit would become
as a servant of a modern and unified nation. They looked to a heroic past, to personal
experience, and abroad to the best military nations of West and East. Pdifggan e
framed these desires in ways connected to masculinity (make men of thena)idm
(make citizens of them), modernism (make them better with science), amaapisag
(make them useful). The conscript ideally would become a hard disciplinednktier
manageable gender behaviours and a deep loyalty to the official vision of Mexico.
Further, this would ideally see him un-rooted from his upbringing, his patria chica, his
racial difference—Ileaving behind all but his new devotion.

How to accomplish this lofty task? Traditions established well before
Independence relied on the power of tough and committed NCOs (nhon-commissioned
officers, Sergeants and Corporals) to instill discipline with iron hands. For thedpsr
this still seemed the best solution, perhaps the only one. Training would imbueubs virt
of the soldier: élan, self-abnegation, obedience; the civic goals of patriotemacyi and
mexicanidadthe practical skills of marching, drill, and shootifidhrough a daily
regimen of rituals and classroom work, they attempted a transformationgtoces

reshape the raw material of the 1€V4.

% See Eduardo Paz “Instruccién”Boletin Militar (weekly installments of 2-3 pages from 2/1/1900 to
3/23/1900); and Milada Bazant de Saldafia, “La mudacion en la educacién militar, 1876-1910,Lin
evolucién de la educacién militar de Méxjeal. Milada Bazant de Saldafia et al. (México: Sada de la
Defensa Nacional, 1997), 183-184.

1% 0n the daily lives of soldiers in Brazil as conipan, see Beattie, 125-151.
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From “Dawn” To “Silence”: Formal Instruction of the Recruit
The raw recruit, having marched in a chain-gang for days, staggered into the

imposing walls of the barracks. Worried and scared by what he imagined, andotined fr
his ordeal, he queued to a desk. He was now a soldier as the sergeant forced him to sign
or mark a five year contract. They stripped him of what little he owned, even, as one
soldier remarked, attempting to take from him the memories of his pag@uiféefore

he could sleep, the young soldier needed to make yet another change—sheard appeare
and he was madldado rasqshaven soldier) on the spot. They assigned him, and
defined him, with numbers: as part of a squad of ten, a platoon of 30, a section of 60, a
company of 180, and so on up to a battalion of 900. Assuming he arrived in the night or
late evening, as was often the case, he and his compatriots trudged to sleepiog mat
their night’s repose. Sleep would not come soon as the sentinels cried alertsiand alar
every twenty minutes, a special treat for new arrivals. And with the rising surewis

life began'®*

A world of sounds greeted the raw recruit and would soon regulate and determine
the rhythms of his days in tiveda militar. The strict regimen of time in an isolated
barracks, although an old tradition, bears much similarity to the installatioooskdh
town squared® Ritualizing daily activity around a new pattern helped break the new
soldier of old habits, prevent desertion, and train obedience. In the usual hubbub of the

barracks they heard shouting sergeants, barking dogs, sentry’s challeriggs, cry

1 Tropa Vieja 32, 33, 40. Soldiers made a mark rather tharirsighthey were illiterate.

192 0n time inculcations see E.P. ThompsBnstoms in Common: Studies in Traditional Populatt@e
(New York: The New Press, 1993), 352-404; on Mexidlliam French A Peaceful and Working People:
Manners, Morals, and Class Formation in Northernxide (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1996), passim.
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children, drill orders, and even the singing of parakeets. This rich sound-scagdedntr
day and night, but most important were the clarion calls of the bugle that orfkered |
between dawn and nine in the evening. Throughout this musically ordered day, ufte recr

learned his new profession and much more.

“Toque de Diana” --- 0600

First nights in barracks were rarely peaceful experiences but the netantafs
life was the early morning call of “Diana® Depending on the taste of the band, the call
would ring out for as little as a minute or as long as a half hour, and signaleddia off
day to begin. In the dawn’s light, the bleary-eyed soldiers wearily sorteéives from
covers and sleeping mats, disentangled from women, stepped over dogs and children, and
shuffled into the parade squaPéThey lined in their files and companies as the surly
sergeants called out roligta) and answered to their names with “Presente,” while the
missing were noted for punishment or pursuit. The sergeant of the day would then present
each man his daily pay, for many men the best reason to wake up.

In theory, soldiers received between 25-38 centavos each morning, a figure set b
the Secretariat of War and Navy to ensure a basic quality of life tisatetanecessarily,
forthcoming*®® A number of factors mitigated this desired outcome: availability of funds,

daily expenses, and the costs of vice. Soldiers’ complaints of non-payment may have

193 biana, a poetic touch, referred to the dawn, &rdall might vary by as much as an hour depenaiing
time of year, and on particular barracks’ or uratlitions.

194 On the presence of these women, children, ete.Céapter 2.

195 pay varied somewhat by year, by locale, and byicersee note 96. By contrast, a normal servant’s
wage (nozg was around a peso per day, the Presidential Gamddéers received about 1.5 pesos plus
expenses, while marijuana was extremely cheap K§G@='e Chapter 2), rice went for 24 centavos a kg,
corn for 4 c/kg, and milk for 12 c/liter (AGN Go&/s Caja 760, Exp. 8); Trinidad Vega recalled that
Revolutionary general Orozco was popular in parpfaying three pesos per day, PHO 1/26, p. 13.
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been the most venerable tradition in this afffiyzar-flung garrisons, particularly those
in active and mobile campaigns, at times out-marched pay trains for weeks on end. Some
officers, but by no means most, continued providing pay out of their own pockets and
wrote Diaz or the Secretary of War for reimbursem®&ore commonly, soldiers
simply went without pay or had to seek other income by theft, extortion, or prostitution
(see Chapter Two). Officers also extorted monies from troops in a number of ways,
making lack of funds that much harsher. A favourite graft was to draw from pag-thes
pay for forage for non-existent animals or at inflated prices, leavingeseMithout
centavos? ® Still other officers demandesbsequiosgifts, from subordinates and freely
took this from pay coffers. Endemic lack of government money for pay also afforde
Diaz an excuse to deny permission for local authorities to raise their cxes,fpteading
poverty and using federal soldiers’ plights to prove his p8ifEhis ongoing crisis was
yet another cancer on morale and another source of hatred for the leva.

Assuming the men received their pittance, daily expenses leeched mostay it a
quickly. Less mobile or inactive units with decent officers met for their fiay@iana,
and the amount depended on service, year, and loc¢AtiSargeants immediately

deducted between twelve and fifteen centavos to pay for official rations, tpke sind

1% perhaps the complaint in any army, accounts fralins) Caesar’s Legionnaires to Sun Tzpéngs
reflect late or short pay as an ordinary featurmitifary life that continued well into modern tise

197 See Porfirio Valderrain to PD, 12/29/1884, CPDajed9, Caja 2, Doc 577 1884 : Grl. Albino Zertuche
to PD, 5/8/1885, CPD Legajo 10 Caja 11 Doc 5135.

198 30sé del Valle to Pedro Hinojosa, 2/22/1890, CRBdjo 15 Caja 3 Doc 1064-65.

199 Bernardo Reyes to Jefe de Hacienda de Edo. Sa@a#1881, CPD Legajo 6 Caja 1 Doc 422; and
Manuel Gonzélez to PD, 1882, CPD Legajo 7 Caja @ BH.. It is worth noting that Diaz was Oaxaca’s
governor at this point and supported under fun@agaca’s Public Security forces.

10«Reclutamiento del EjércitoRevista Militar(9/15/1890), 535. Pay varied: in 1890 pay for itfar31¢,
cavalry 38¢, artillery 38¢, sapper 50¢. Writersgargged averaging all to 44¢. Troops in expensigasar
were to be compensated better as well.
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insubstantial three meals that most soldiers supplemented with other food pdifobiase
the soldaderaS:! The extra food that the women supplied, plus laundry service, small
personal effects, medicines, contraband, and sexual services, quickly drained the
remainder of the soldiers’ thirteen to twenty-five centavd3he soldaderas assured
some quality of life for relatively low price, and left troops with empty pteckethe
process. Between services, support, and feeding, the soldier absolutely regsiired thi
“family” member; most prior wives stayed in the village, and so most edbsoldiers
added a new “wife” (mujer de tropa, amasia, or vieja) to fill these needsweh#be
monetary or eventual emotional costs. The last financial drain came fromausnaed
expensive vices also made possible by the presence of soldaderas, pteadtitad t

tremendous consequences.

Call to Rations --- 0630, 1200, 1800

At 6:30 the “Toque de Rancho” sounded for the first of three daily meals, the next
at 12, and finally at 6 p.m., where official and unofficial rations met hungry yoemg m
A rotating order of squads moved through the long lines to be fed by a skeletal cooking
staff, and settled on the ground to eat over the next half hour. The horn call of “Atencién”
announced the arrival or emergence of soldaderas with baskets of various fobes for t
men with a relationship or with coin to pay. As with the men, these ladies followed the

regimen of the trumpet and upon the call of “Media Vuelta,” at the end of the mea] ti

1 0n soldaderas, see Chapter Two; expenses sed Rpfagte, Empirismos de cultura, moral, social y
militar (Mexico DF: Tip. H. Barrales Sacr., 1924), 82, 8mmon expenses covered ilemoriasl879,
Circulo 92, 354-355.

12 Aponte,Empirismos 82, 83.
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officers forced them out of barracks and into streets. The more punctilious umits als
demanded that men wash up before meals, but usually hygiene fell short of even basic
measures™® In any case, the contents of these rations represented an important point of
contention and interest in the fashioning of a modern soldier and in the maintenance of
morale.

Medical and logistics officers looked for ways to provide the proper feeding of
troops that could be affordable, healthy, and mod¥rAbove all, they equated modern
progress with the emulation of Europe, and nutritionally this meant a deliberate
distancing from normal Mexicans’ usual diets. Soldiers’ tastes, on the other loanhd, w
create the demand for supplementary food and a hatred for official rationsf tDee
many hardships of military life, food was very near to a soldier’s heart ditg of the
regime emphasized the poor quality of rations. Francisco Madero cunninggleaptee
the poor conditions and worse food in his pamphlet sent to Federal barracks calling for
revolutionary support™ Ironically, had the prescribed diet actually been followed, troops
would have been close to content.

The official scientific ration is surprising in a number of ways. Medicaf staf
evaluated each item in minutia and detailed fat levels, shrinkage in cooking, various
nutrients, gluten amounts, and potential digestibility. They recommended spezifis

and vegetables based on the expertise and experience of French and German army

“3For but a few examples (see Chapter 2 for morahiko del DF, Ayuntamiento Gobierno de DF, vol.
34, exp. 92, 3/19/1874, 5/28/1884, exp. 96, 98,129, 126; on potable water problems for hygeire se
Archivo del Agua, E. MasillaDe como Porfirio Diaz dominas las agu@4éxico DF: Concurso CIESAS,
Oct. 1994).

114 Alberto EscobarVanual de higiene militatMéxico: Imprenta de Ignacio Escalante, 1887).

15 varios revolucionarios to PD, February 1911, CRidjo 36 Caja 7 Doc 3241.
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dieticians™'® These they gauged by comparing biometric data on soldiers’ strides,
heights, and weights. Despite this apparent sophistication, the doctors clainfesth that

and shrimp had no value for a healthy diet, but reptiles such as tortoise they considered
quite appropriaté*’ Nutritious common dishes suchatsle (corn gruel) they deemed
unsuitable save as last resort due to their association with indigenous identity,yand the
extolled instead the virtues of coffee with sugar as a morning substftGienilarly,

after a lengthy discourse on the dangers of alcohol, Dr. Alberto Escotiarueal to

sanction a shot afguardiente(hard alcohol) for troops’ morning meals in order to help
them ward off the chilld'® He also discouraged tobacco use unless soldiers had coffee,
which he believed would mitigate its harmful effects.

The goal of creating modern, non-indigenous men informed much of what these
doctors recommended. They saw Europeans as having the height of science and culture,
and felt that by the same logic, European food would mould the soldier into a modern
figure. As such, the traditional meals of maize, chiles, and lime would be repldbed wi
wheat breads and coffee. Their beliefs, justified by the best pseudoscieneelaytled
them to portray food as the measure of a dichotomy between modern Mexican versus
backwards Indian. To build the new national man, they needed a new cuisine. Still, even
Escobar could not bring himself to suggest banning beans, perhaps he had a weakness for
them. Atole, and other common Mexican dishes with indigenous antecedents continued,

despite medical advice, to be served in many barracks. They were cheap and take medic

116 EscobarHigiene military passim.

17 EscobarHigiene military 95-156.

18 Memorias1883, 343, (rations for the day).

19 Also in regulations for 1883, Escobatigiene militar, 121.
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staff arguments over the nature of modern versus primitive did not matter atitblatto
guartermasters on tight budgets.

Medical recommendations fell short of reality given an uneven and under-funded
supply system. Quite aware that rationing had not been standardized, Escobar pointed to
the improvements made in quality and quantity between 1882 and 1885, but reiterated the
importance of following the official diet as set out in Ordinances (Tabl¢. Wigle
these figures highlight the differences in nutrition and variety, it is in sheaurgs that
the official diet puts the actual rations to shame: a total of 400g meat, 5009 bread, 100g
rice, and 242g of sugared coffee—well in line with European standards. TherGerma
army, for example, gave soldiers 2509 biscuit, 270g preserved meat, 150gqurese
vegetables, salt, and coffee as an iron field ration; their regular ratiooaltypioubled
these amount€? Also of note, the partaking of a main meal at naimgerz9,

uncommon in France or Germany, did not particularly raise cont@rns.

120«porte de campana de la infanteria alemaRayista del Ejército y Maringl1906), 195.
121 jeffrey Pilcher,Quevivan los tamales! Food and the Making of Mexicaenitity (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1998), 45-77.
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Recommended| Battalion 3 | Battalion Battalion Battalion
1887 Official | 1882 15 26 20
1882 1883 1884

Morning | coffee None given| 78 g bread 249 bread | 30g bread
Meal sugar 2869 coffee| 1409 coffee| 280g coffee

liquor

bread
Noon meat 160g rice | 170g bread| 4509 broth | 303g rice
Meal garbanzos 82g meat | 110g broth | 120g meat | 178g meat

greens 2159 broth | 105g meat | 1409 bread| 200g broth

butter 4629 beans| 140g beans 360g bread

rice 1529 bread| 128g rice

salt

potatoes

beans

bread
Late coffee 92g bread | 75g bread | 30g bread | 30g bread
Afternoon| sugar 2399 282g coffee| 320g beans| 280g coffee
Meal bread arvejon

beans (peas)

In contrast to these official charts, rations continued to vary depending on location

and availability of materials. Soldiers in the Yucatan complained to their aoden of

insufficient rations, in his words unfit to maintain basic health. Worse stille caiht

there for the purposes of providing pox vaccinations ended up in the stew pot for a rare
treat rather than helping to inoculate the rffé@nSoldiers in garrison at San Juan de Ulla,
despite the proximity of supplies in Veracruz, complained that they had to beg in the
streets even to get bread, and reemplazos on the march notoriously lackdmasy ra

until arriving at a barracks; Diaz specifically had to order one officetoratow them to

122 Erom EscobarHigiene militar, 95, 120, 125

123 Grl. Ignacio Bravo to Bernardo Reyes, 7/12/190DXGondo Bernardo Reyes, vol. 29, Doc 5771,
regarding food shortages in Yucatan; Governor afatén to Bernardo Reyes, 6/1/1900, CDX Fondo BR,
v. 29, Doc 5757 on the eating of cattle intended\faccine provisions, he blames it on cientificos.
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die of hunger?* In a somewhat more stable locale, the common meal of the Ninth
Battalion included white atole, beans, some bread, and tortillas. Unlike thel officia
prescriptions, they rarely saw meat, perhaps once a month and on special o&€asions.
Relatively active lifestyles and this stingy ration left troops hungry and
dissatisfied, and dependant on outside sources for proper nutrition. This feeling of
dependence undermined the goals of military solidarity and masculine independe
leaving men in a state of need that only the mercy of their women could fulfill.
Soldaderas had a thriving market for food that included canastas with enchiladas,
tamales, and fresh bread. It is not clear where they prepared some of theseDiighg
barracks reforms in the early 1920s, additions to kitchen space, deliberatelydrtende
replace soldaderas efforts with a stable cooking staff, indicates that Ine&aexisted
for these women in the D.F. buildings previou$fiLikely, given the lack of civilian
complaints, soldaderas were able to do their cooking in out of the way corners, local
cantinas and pulquerias, or simply purchased their wares from locals who hadskftthe
Wherever the food came from, the inability of the military to feed itselbgny shaped
the soldier’s daily life and gravely undermined the men’s dedication to their gicyfes

gratitude towards their units.

124 Crl. Lorenzo Fernandez to PD, 9/14/1890, CPD Led4&j Caja 22 Doc 10644, on food for San Juan de
Ulua; PD to Sabéas Lomeli, 1/10/1889, CPD Legajoa@a@ Doc 446, on recruit’s hunger.

1% Tropa Vieja36, 43, 58.

126 pascal Ortiz Rubid,os alojamientos militares en la Republica Mexicélgxico: Dir. de Talleres
Graficos, 1921), 67.

127 pilcher, 59, 83; An unusual exception, #mrasia(lover) of Agapito Maldonado had her own house;
presumably she did her cooking there. AGN CMDF G&a EP-m Agapito Maldonado, 12/21/98.
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Call to Instruction --- 0800, 1500

At eight in the morning with night guards relieved, the soldiers reassembled for
instruction in the main patio, and again later in the afternoon at three. Instrudtdace
a wide range of activities intended to instill skills, virtues, and disciplive. éxercises,
marches, target practice, bayonet fencing, and parade drills taughtgrsiatls.
Classroom work on theory, care of equipment, and literacy furthered thisidject
Rituals and selected texts complemented the practical with the psychbétpdeof
inculcating nationalism and élan. Results lagged behind rhetoric in all areas.

Frustrated officers met numerous obstacles in the practical training@muits
quickly became disgruntled, bored, and resistant. A major problem, as in anyymilitar
was lack of resources and funds. Poorly fed, often unpaid, the soldiers predictedadly lac
much desire or energy to make efforts to please their officers and NC&s1sBehe
budding arms industries produced relatively few shells, the crucial skills of
marksmanship depended on pricey imports and soldiers went under-tfdiAed.
generation of older officers turned to French élan building over German andHtengli
firepower as an underlying training philosopfiyBayonet charges proved cheap to teach
compared to live-fire practice, and moreover, some resistance among ceitans odf
building a truly effective army, rather than a paper tiger, prevailed.

The figures given for the live fire practice indicate that solid marksiip would

reflect coincidence rather than training. Soldiers’ somewhat dismal shoatorgse

128pp to Aurelio Melgarejo, Mex. Consul in Belgiuni14/91, CPD Legajo 16 Caja 8 Doc 3769-72.
12%An example, translated from the French, “El ata@jle bayoneta en las préximas guerr&evista
Militar (5/1/1889), 314.
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should not be surprising since few managed to fire more than five shots a time, about
once a month. Furthermore, despite offers of cash bonuses for good shooting, up to two
pesos for each bulls-eye; few soldiers seem to have mastered the skithdarison

with European counterparts, Mexicans’ lack of practice and poor quality of ammunition
greatly reduced their battlefield efficacy (see TablE%Recause units in combat zones
and units practicing in garrison show little to no difference in accuracegffénes of

normal training fall into further doubt.

Table 2: Average Shooting Percentages, 6m x 2m Tat)*"

At 100m At 200m At 300m At 500m
28 Battalions of| 52.6% 31.1% 30.6% 18%
Infantry
(Range) (30-71%) (19-31%) (11-56%) (7-31%)
14 Regiments | 26.6% N/A 18.9% 5%
of Cavalry
(Range) (18-43%) (11-38%) (2-10%)

On the march, few nations could match the Mexican soldier. Carrying his regudatk

of 21.25kg (47 Ibs), foreign observers commented on the astounding pace and endurance

130 AGN Gobernacion, sin seccién, Caja 757, 745; AB&x@irc 356, 12/22/190Blemorias By contrast,

the British soldier of the same era was traineligh accuracy up to 600m, and expected to hit @o2-f
circle at 300 yards with 14 of 15 shots in undemiaute. The Mexican rates in 1903, with a similfie to

the British, more resemble the expected accuratiyeoPrussian soldiers a century earlier firing
enormously inaccurate muskets, who had 25 % atd@2%0% at 150, and 60% at 75, albeit with a 2m by
30m target; John Keegan and Richard HolrSeddiers(New York: Viking, 1985), 66, 70.

131 AGN Gobernacién, sin seccién, Caja 745 Gobernacidn, 5/24/1900, informe.
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of troops* They practiced this skill frequently to satisfy both the tactical needs of the
army and to maintain a reasonable fitness level. If not in a fixed garrisanjtalhad to

go on prolonged marches at least three to six times each month, taking one-third of the
garrison for up to 24km over varied terrain. For one third of the year they would go on
four day marches of 20, 22, 24, and 26 km each with a full load of equipment and attempt
different maneuvers and situatiofisP?erhaps more impressive to observers, soldaderas

in the field not only kept up but also out-carried and out-distanced their male

counterpart$®*

lllustration 1.2 Frederick Remington, "Drum Corps," 1899.

132 From Escobar'sligiene militar, 94; they bore a considerably lighter load thanEuropean average of
28.67kg (7.42kg or 16lbs lighter), a fact approtgdPorfirian doctors for medical reasons. They were
nevertheless, carrying about the same 45 Ib. ledd. 8. troops of the era.

133 AGN Gobernacion, sin seccién, Circulo 252, Caja @dbernacion s/s E11, 2/14/1900.

134|n Cptn. F.H. Hardie, “The Mexican ArmyJpurnal of the Military Service Institution of thnited
Stateg(1892), 1211; Janvier, 822.
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Despite having a shorter gait than foreign soldiers, the Mexicans could bedconrtte
achieve thirty km a day over virtually any terr&fE-rom this constant wear and training
rose further issues, nonetheless, over the supply and type of footwear.

Responsible for maintaining their own kit and replacing worn out gear, troops
complained about shoes if they had them, or about the shoes they did not have. While
traditional huaraches remained standard issue in many units, proper modern shoes
(western style) became required for dress reviews, honour guards, and pdrales.
Nonetheless, many units outside Mexico City never received shoes, and kedhBirfelt
lack when parading with better-equipped rurale or police units. Envy of these dieit
counterparts undermined pride in their battalion and soldiers who returned hame afte
five years without shoes reported a sense of bettayafficers pressed for universal
supply of leather shoes, despite utility problems in places like jungles, babaysaw
the huarache as a visible marker of backwards, uncivilized, Indian identrgn Gi
soldiers’ vehement demands for uncomfortable footwear, it seems they too sought
distance from patria chica in a simple matter of d€¢s.the image of the drum corps
from 1899, indigenous troops paraded for artist Frederick Remington in their huaraches

and white cotton clothes (see lllustration 2, abd¥®By contrast with other troops

135 AGN Gobernacién, sin seccién, Caja 745 Gobernasi$nel1; also see Heriberto Frifise Battle of
Tomochic: Memoirs of a Second Lieutenargns. Barbara Jamison (New York: Oxford UnivgrEiress,
2006 [1893]), 39.

1% Trinidad Vega interview (by Ximena Sepulveda, 2073, PHO 1/26, 6.

3" Trinidad Vega interview, PHO 1/26, 6-7; Vega alsmarked with admiration about the boots he saw
revolutionary forces wearing, and was angeredftdsral soldiers had to carry shoes in their patksise
of a formal parade while wearing their huarachasnadly.

138 On the particulars of his visit see Frederick Regton, “General Mile’s Review of the Mexican Army,”
Harper's Weeklyol.35, no. 756 (July 4, 1891), 495.
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presented him, these unusually retained the markers of race or class that thexgotve
usually covered up, and that many soldiers resented.

Most days, and for new recruits quarantined to barracks, practical instruction
consisted of drill in the patio. Considered by the military minds of the time to lbeshe
possible means to instill discipline, drill focused through repetition to creaits s
cohesion, and solidarity. The act of moving and working together built what William
McNeill terms “muscular bonding,” the kind of unconscious collectivity that orgdnize
and choreographed movement evokes, whether in dance, ritual, or parade square
motions'* However important this routine seemed to theorists, NCOs and troops alike
found the practice tedious, pointless, and contentious. Complicating matters, poorly
trained sergeants and corporals could only emulate their own training, and saonis re
actually had never learned the difference between Left and Rfghioops may also, at
times, have been exacerbating the difficulties on purpose, resistance thrivugh ac
stupid, as protesf! An unhappy soldier in the Second Reserve recalled how he and his
comrades had acted, in his words, like monkeys, and deliberately fouled all attempts a
proper drill maneuver¥'? Perhaps the result of ineptitude, perhaps the cause, the NCOs

enforced this training harshly with brutal beatings and obscene insults.

139 william McNeill, Keeping Together in Time: Dance and Drill in Huntdistory (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1995), 132; Extending this tatany cultures from ancient Greece through modey d
see Thomas J. Desch-Obighting for Honor: the History of African Martighrt Traditions in the Atlantic
World (Columbia, South Carolina: University of South @ara Press, 2008), 6-12.

10Tropa Vieja 56; or at least, that is what some claimed.

141 James ScotiVeapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of PeasanstBese(New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1985), passim.

142 |nterview of Cpt. Francisco Macias (by Maria IseBeuza, 1/22/1974, PHO 1/54), 26, 35.
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The beatings and nasty treatment of troops did serve another purpose by providing
what David Grossman has called the inoculation of hatfddCOs had the
responsibility to expose new soldiers to the psychological stress of pensonasidy, of
dehumanizing, in order to prevent them from having to process the idea on a battlefield.
Through vicious treatment, the theory goes, NCOs better prepare theirsctoarte
inhuman task of killing other men without hesitation. In the Porfirian officer corss, thi
method had many adherents, although a small minority argued that sweetness might
better instill civilized decorum to balance natural savadgry.

Soldiers rarely complained officially of ill treatment for fear of regis, but
private memoirs recall the prevailing means of drill instruction involved vidimss,
kicks, and foul verbal attacks. The recruit would learn to listen and instantly obey by
means of fear and intimidation. Broken like an animal, officers hoped he would become a
beast without will of his own. In the words of Francisco Urquizo’s autobiographical
protagonist, the corporal as a superior could demand that he endure and obey, that he
would remain submissive, broken, crush&d.

The obscene language reinforced the NCO’s masculine status over the
emasculated recruits, as the latter could not reply and obscenities tendeidt thens
recruit’s manliness, his sexuality, and his family. Catleohgada, pendejo, maricén, hijo
de puta andcabrén regardless of offense taken, the new soldier could do nothing.

Troops, sometimes referred tolas rasosor los pelonagiue to their haircuts, were also

13 David GrossmarQn Killing: The Psychological Cost of Learning tdlh War and SocietyNew

York: Little, Brown, and Company, 1995), 81-82.

144 Mondragoén, 14.

145 Tropa Vieja 43: Urquizo uses the phrase “agorzomado” whiainotes as completely broken, and hints
at a moral and mental decay.



89

subjected to sexualized humiliations. A veteramnopa Viejarecalled that the recruits
stripped naked for their officer and he remarked that it was only withighisafive
castration that one became a true softffé®ther forms of training were more civilized.

Formal education became an evolving priority, particularly the goal ohregur
men to the country-side after five years as full literates. Diazistia interview with
U.S. reporter James Creelman revealed his belief in the essential childllike afehis
indigenous subjects; they had potential, as did the nation, which only a proper and firm
education might releasé’ Likewise, many officers believed that literacy was a major
hurdle faced by the semi-savage peasant that prevented their inclusion inccpaliies
and society. His military exemplified this idea, and the impetus to teachrsatubee
than simple rote skill would see increasing efforts and sophistication in theiedata
programs taught in the Troop Schools between 1876 and 1911.

The Liberal project since 1821 had called for the creation of an educated yeoman
class**® The turmoil of the nineteenth-century and the lack of State finances haudeft t
aspiration largely unfulfilled and land redistribution had long since failed to build a
critical mass of small farmeré® With a new stability and a proper treasury, the regime
made concerted efforts to improve educat®rEducation, undertaken with an eye to

foreign sciences, became a fetish for the positivists building a national aowlfiati

148 Tropa Vieja 59-60.

147 James Creelman, “Porfirio Dia#?earson’s Magazinélarch 1908), relates Diaz’ vision of a child-like
nation in need of a strong patronizing leader, wight eventually make modern citizens from pringtiv
peoples with time and education.

148 Jaime Rodriguez OThe Divine Charter1-34.

149 Emilio Kourif, A Pueblo Divided: Business, Property, and Communifyapantla, MexicqStanford,
2004), passim.

150 Robert Buffington and William French, “Culture ifodernity,” in The Oxford History of Mexic@d.
Michael Meyers, and William Beezley (New York: OxdldUniversity Press, 2000), 408-411.
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society. Literacy programs in the barracks, one facet of this, seemed ansoénd cost-
effective place to start, costing a mere 20 000 pesos a year in 1900, going up to nearly 50
000 by 1906>*

The evolution of the education program reveals changing conceptions of the
soldier’s role'* In the earliest years of the Porfiriato, the only instruction troops might
receive in classrooms was the rote readings of regulations and ordinancesmiEied
the case for over twenty years until, in 1898, Secretary of War Felip® Byl
initiated new Troop Schools within the barracks, and gave them a four-fold aummicul
They were to study the national language (reading and writing), basic drcthinasic
geometry, and civic instruction. The latter combined national geography wtithidas
lessons to teach basic patriotic knowledge; the patriotic lessons of Indeperadenoedr
special focus® Upon the turn of the century, nonetheless, these basic lessons
transformed into a set both more sophisticated and more patronizing.

As Secretary of War in 1900 to 1902, Bernardo Reyes added to the instructions a
degree of modern concern and realistic pragmatism. He identified problem$iodmet
materials, and texts that he felt created difficulties for the studentmugh training was
a priority, he did not see the point in overburdening soldiers and mandated that schooling
could not exceed one and a half hours per day, taught by subaltern officers, and that the

curriculum should be both practical and suitable. To this end, his office would let the

51 Memorias1905, 25: Gives cost for Escuela de tropa (5705).

152 Milada Bazant de Saldafia, “La modernizacién edlacacion militar, 1876-1910,” ira evolucién de
la educacion militar de Méxiced. Milada Bazant de Saldafia et al. (México: Sada de la Defensa
Nacional, 1997), 181-185.

1535ecretarfa de Guerra y MariffReglamentos para las escuelas de ensefianza prieb@mental,” in
Memorias(1898), 5.
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barracks know which texts should be used, and they would reflect the needs of a modern
military man, presumably adding a scientific or positivist staht.

Further changes, including an increase to six subjects and an increase in
classroom hours, emerged under the Secretaries of War who followed Reyes, including
Secretary Francisco Mena in 1906 who again reformed the regulations for schooling
While the soldier of 1902 to 1905 received more variety of course topics, he was also
subjected to an enigmatic class called “Thing Lessdrexdiones de Cospslhese
peculiar classes, orally instructed, imparted an enumeration of objectkees, p
whether they were natural or industrial in their formation, and their correct pratianc
After three years of such study, they would also be capable of saying mimnethigng in
question was solid, liquid, or g&%.While it is difficult to ascertain why such a class
seemed necessary, it may have entailed a combination of basic physics, Spanish
language, and military lore. Nevertheless, topics that were more orgireailed.

The new Troop Schools seem to have made tremendous efforts to bring a real
elementary education to a tier of society long deprived of it. The soldieiseda
minimum one to two hours each day of this classroom instruction, excepting only
weekends, one week in December, and two weeks in June. Discounting units on
campaign, nearly 12 000 men received instruction in 1905 &bfeaching officers

forced a common national language and common national history onto disparate and

14 Bernardo Reyes, Circulo 268, 7/20/1900. AGN Goheidn, Caja 745, E11 S/s 1900.

1%53ec. Guerra y Marina, Anexo 15, “Reglamento pasatzuelas de ensefianza elemeritégihorias
(1906), 170.

1%5ec. Guerra y Marina, Anexo 15, “Reglamento pasatzuelas de ensefianza elementdkinorias
(1906), 183, 184; Bazant, gives the official cldignthe military that 50% of soldiers became litera
some 12000 in 1907 as well (pp. 193,194), but gor@iques of the training etc. | believe this tdey
claim to be greatly exaggerated.
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regionally distinct men of mostly indigenous background, to the degree of breaking
language habits, if only in the barracks. The task of homogenizing towards a national
standard, as described in the works of Eugen Weber for France, did not entirelyinappe
the barracks or classrooff.Nonetheless, these efforts did spread something like a
national culture among some thousands of men, half of whom identified as purely Indian,
and must be regarded as a limited suct&dsationalism on the popular level, as
William Beezley has demonstrated, built narratives about history and soctetghared
practices™>® The shared miseries of barracks aside, soldiers left the service with a
repertoire of historical tales and ceremonial experiences—for some thetiost would
provide a basis for imaginingexicanidadas natural, inevitable, and sacféd.

The hours of instruction went beyond mere practicality by delivering a specifi
inculcating message in texts and rituals. Two texts in particular wenéuelly selected
at the height of the educational drive: Jorge Suarez Pichafidolsos ilustres de la clase
de tropa del Ejército mexicanandErnesto Fuentedlistéria patria.*®* Nearly identical
in form and message, both lauded the soldier as patriotic heroic figure, and urged him to

adopt the self-abnegating and obedient martial ideal. Fuentes claimed tlatlbheise

157 E. WeberpPeasants Into FrenchméBtanford: Stanford, 1976), especially 292-303rilitary.

158 Cptn. F.H. Hardie, “The Mexican ArmyJournal of the Military Service Institution of thunited States
(1892), 1203-1208. Hardie gives breakdowns on iraceunty and in army.

9William H. BeezleyMexican Nacional Identity: Memory, Innuendo, anc®ar Culture(Tucson:
University of Arizona Press, 2008), ix-xii.

1%0william H. Beezley, Cheryl English Martin, and \lilim E. FrenchRituals of Rule, Rituals of
Resistance: Public Celebrations and Popular Culturdlexicq Latin American Silhouette¥\(ilmington,
Del.: SR Books, 1994), xv-xx; on nation as natetal, see Roderick J. Barmd@razil: The Forging of a
Nation, 1798-1852Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1988), idtrction; on relative success of process
see Urquizo’'s comments on solidarityTiropa viejg 73-74.

®ITwo later texts: Jorge Starez Pichardechos ilustres de la clase de tropa del Ejércitxivano
(México: D. Hernandez Mejia, 1908rnesto Fuentesjistoria patria, obra adoptada por la Secretaria de
Guerra y Marina para servir de todo en las escuelagropa del Ejército NaciongMéxico: Sec. de
Fomento, 1909).
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simple language in order to promote “a virile gymnastics” of patriotism,evbathat
might have entailetf? Notably, the level of writing was considerably higher than an
early reader could manage after limited hours of classroom literacy instru@tven the
relative difficulties of the texts, it is reasonable to speculate thab &t cases, the
officers read the books aloud and troops followed along. Fuentes’s text reinfalges v
through rote memorization, which both authors urged, and helpfully included the
definition of such useful terms as feminine spirit and Dofia Marina: respgctivel

timid spirit of women that is unlike that of soldiers, and a loyal, tender, submissd/e, a
always useful helper to Cort€¥. He described Diaz in predictably glowing terms as a
great Statesman whose understanding of the need for bayonets had made the national
army a great institutiotf?

Suarez Pichardo, on the other hand, offered a book that he felt suited the terribly
limited intellect of the Mexican recruit® He provided a series of historical tales from the
nineteenth century’s wars, and used heroic examples to inspire. He encouragag teach
of his text to follow each day’s reading with memorization practice for tluess) and
perhaps with explanation of points like honour, or military brotherfi®5throughout
his text, he lionized war heroes as representative of true manhood. When he did speak of
the heroic women that raided a French camp, killed the sentries, and captured the
detachment, he made a particular point to show that the real reason they wesemasro

because they had sacrificed their sons for love of the patria—the commankdwattac

182 Fyentes, 9.

183 Fyentes, 29, 30, 31.
184 Fyentes, 231.

185 5(jarez Pichardo, 6.
186 (jarez Pichardo, 16.
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itself did not impress hirf” Only their complex language overshadows the overblown
melodrama of both texts—reading never became a practical skill for thatgnajor
recruits. The demands to produnexicanidadsimply proved more powerful than the
efforts to establish functional literacy.

Building on this rote instruction was the ritual performance of nationalism in
barracks and street® Part of the daily regimen saw the soldiers gathered for the reading
of regulations. As each ordinance was read aloud, the punishment for infraction
followed—a dismal recitation of years in prison up through execution. Standing at
attention, the soldiers heard the constant recitation of legal infractions freni@®$o
murmuring to murder. The ritual reinforced the semi-sacred nature of armgeséor
each sin a penance, and the sergeant as inquisition priest. As each charge wues read, t
tone changed for the penalty. As Urquizo tells it, they read it loudly and loypglydly
exclaiming death penalty after death penalty in a litany of threatedaecruits to
absorb:%

Fear built on this repetitive ceremony grew when soldiers took part in executing
their comrades, as either witnesses or shooters. The military periddicgliardiagave
considerable space to descriptions of the executions of soldiers. They told tlerysall st

Sgt. Zuiiga, cursed with alcoholism, who tried to shoot an officer while in a drunken

187 sgarez Pichardo, 101.

188 George Mossélhe Image of MafiNew York: Oxford University Press, 1996), 51-%8; William H.
Beezley, Cheryl English Martin, and William E. FebnRituals of Rule, Rituals of Resistance: Public
Celebrations and Popular Culture in Mexjdaatin American Silhouettes (Wilmington, Del.: 3Roks,
1994), xiii-xx; Catherine BellRitual: Perspectives and Dimensiofew York: Oxford University Press,
1997), 23-60; David I. KertzéRitual, Politics, and PowefNew Haven: Yale, 1988), 1-15, 77-102.

%9 Tropa Vieja,53; on the effect of such recitation, regulatiomj @eremony in training the social body,
see Foucault’s “Discipline and Punish,” in Rabinds4, 199.
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rage. Shot to death as an example, troops from several units attended to witness his
execution, conveniently carried out in the cemetétyAnother execution notice reads
like an obituary, listing family members and hometown, and suggested offroiaise

as his general purchased him a good lunch, out of his own pdthk&inetheless, the
importance of soldiers witnessing these ultimate sanctions played a rdlganciag

fearful behaviour and obedience, while it engendered even more hatred of the army’s
harsh discipline.

Following ritualized sermons, soldiers were set to the repetitive taskeepswy
the parade square or, for those under punishment, the intentionally emasculatin§ tasks
limpieza(cleaning). Beyond ensuring basic hygiene, the tasks held a deep cultural
significance that threatened their masculinity and shamed them pubbclgll soldiers,
the call of “Orden” at 11:00 a.m. signaled an hour of repairing and cleaning arms and
equipment. But in between morning instruction and noon rations, sergeants used
domestic chores as a special means to discipline their charges.

Cleaning represented one of the worst possible punishments available. Soldiers
whose masculinity was already under attack bitterly resented being putia tasks, to
becoming servants for their comrades. Their chores included close scrubbirepfgsle
areas and latrines, preparing food, and doing laundry— all, as far as theyonezened,

women'’s work'’? Not near as onerous as road labour, nor tedious as drill, the painless

170«Ejecucién militar,'Vanguardia(2/4/91), 1, 2.

1 «Ejecucion militar,”Vanguardia(6/27/91), 2.

172 Robert Buffington, “Homophobia and the Mexican \Wing Class, The Famous 41: Sexuality and
Social Control in Mexico, 190kd. Robert McKee Irwin, E. J. McCaughan, andhdltRocio Nasser,
193-226 (NY: Palgrave Mcmillan, 2003), 221, emphesiworking class fears about barracks life crgatin
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limpieza nonetheless instilled dread due to its embarrassing and sharhefed Hia
soldiers viewed themselves as manly, then clearly those engaged in woméawganer
neither macho nor real soldiers. So detested was this chastising that siigre sol
petitioned to be sent to Military Prison rather than be lowered to maid-servagnddny
periods’’* Outsiders too derided these duties and the men who did thef Bnparcial
referred to all soldiers as mere “monkeys with broohis.While using a broom sounds
relatively benign, sweeping had had an association with women’s work since kolonia
times and thus represented a serious if§uweeping appears in numerous cartoons
and images in Porfirian newspapers as a marker of male shame, from depictions of
indigenous men ikl Hijo de Ahuizoteto the famous Posada image of the Famous 41
transvestites in gowns sweeping their way to the ship transporting them tesetdg
Servicio de limpiezeeinforced gendered expectations and added public shame to the
officers’ tools for training.

Morning chores and regulation reading reinforced obedience and order in their

own way, but the greatest rituals came with the less-frequent milgegynonies for

effeminate men. Soldiers’ complaints in AGN CMDPpesrlientes personales support their view that this
labour was not manly.

173 Also part of military discipline as meticulous erihg, see Rabinow, 170, 181.

174 CMDF caja 358 ep-m Agapito Maldonado, 98, senténioel month in Military Prison of Santiago
rather than limpieza.

5 E| Imparcial 5/1908, cited in Pavia, 31.

176 See Louise Burkhart, “Mexica Women on the HomenEtan Indian Women of Early Mexiced.

Susan Schroeder, Stephanie Wood, and Robert Hgskethan: University of Oklahoma Press, 1997), 33-
38.

" Robert McKee Irwin, Edward J. McCaughan and MitthBlocio Nasser eddhe Famous 41: Sexuality
and Social Control in Mexico, 19GNew York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2003), 8.
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funerals, anniversaries, and changes of commZndore profound rites accompanied
events such as April 2, May 5, and September 15 that generally demanded that entire
battalions and regiments gather formally to declare allegiance tathédrfla lengthy
ceremony, soldiers and officers performed a mass dialogue that hditrgpland
demonstrated a martial brand of patriotism and nationalism. According to Urquizo, this
ceremonial act had particular power and he found it extremely moving. isaroff
addressed the massed soldiers in the name of the Republic and commended their
discipline, bravery, and patriotism. He went on to associate the flag with thair gr
honour, and asked them to swear that they would follow the flag with loyalty and
constancy, defending it in combat until victory or death. To this, they would all shout as
one, “Yes, | swear™”® The flag ceremony, perhaps for its rarity, seemed to hold an
especially affective power.

The official routine also ended with a certain degree of ritual. Each day at 6:00
p.m. with the end of instruction, the whole unit from trooper to colonel assembled in the
patio of the barracks. In this moment of solidarity, and prior to the last meal, soldier
listened to a final roll call and the names of those slated for punishments. Ascla¢ offi
day drew towards a close the final message for troops was reminder eltherability
and shame, all while forced to wait patiently for their last mealtimee—+rhere

animals'®°

178 Matthew Esposito, “Memorializing Modern Mexico: & State Funerals of the Porfirian Era, 1876-
1911” (PhD Diss. Texas Christian University, 1991757; William BeezleyMexican National Identity:
Memory, Innuendo, and Popular CultufBucson: University of AZ press, 2008), 53-98.

19 From Sec. Guerra y Marin@rdenanza General del Ejérci{d890), Article 9220Tropa Vieja 80-81.
180 Tropa Viejg 55: The troops “seemed like animals trained éodbmmander’s voice.”



98

Calls of “Retreat” and “Silence” --- 2000 and 2100

After two hours of free time that followed the last meal, soldiers gatheremhé
last quick head count in the main patio, a redundancy with ulterior motive. With soldiers
safely gathered in files a distance away, the last call of “Atenci@nigit the women
back into barracks for the final time. Officers and NCOs assigned to thesgegesed
women for contraband, mistreated some, and took bribes from others. More than just
letting in women, this last call saw the barracks invaded by children, animalgoads,
all flooding in with the somewhat ironic call of “Retreat.” With the even moredroail
of “Silence,” the barracks erupted with the noisy and noise-some throng. The long day
had set soldiers under the continuous surveillance of authorities, under activendiscipli

But with the arrival of night military officials retreated into a profourdrsie.

Conclusions

The drive to build modern armed forces brought the poorest and most vulnerable
men of society into direct contact with both elite projects and others of theirtitiauigh
the leva had victimized these classes for over a century, the changinigycajthe
government to extend its reach throughout the Republic meant an inexorable
encroachment into ordinary lives. The systems of recruiting and educatingr sololv
shaped a significant portion of Mexico’s male under-classes; as importast, thes
processes also deeply influenced the lives of soldiers’ families and tlod thear

communities.



99

The family and community played several crucial roles in the experierece of
recruit and, accordingly, his acceptance of a new nationalism. Thigatad his
vulnerability to becoming a soldier by opposing or bribing officials, hiding desairtelrs
fugitives, paying for replacements, and petitioning courts for releaseah deal of the
army’s energy went towards stymieing these efforts, with only limitedess. Once
taken into service, soldiers continued to depend on their women; lovers, informal wives,
new wives, and transplanted wives made up the ranks of the soldaderas so vital to the
feeding, clothing, support, and entertainment of troops. Communities too felt the impacts
of their repeated loss of young labour and worse, the return of men become foreign in
their habits and vices.

Officers and doctors worked to create a modern, national, non-indigenous soldier,
descriptors that they came to believe were synonymous. He would, ideally, dte liter
patriotic, and disciplined through his constant instruction, painful beatings, and grueling
fatigues. Gruel itself was part of the prescription; medical stadfrefd rations to meet
the newest scientific and European nutritional standards, and discardedredigiti
Mexican foods as backwards and unhealthy. The soldier’s nationalism, officers hoped,
could rise out of hyper-patriotic textbooks, ritualized recitations, and patticypa
ceremonies. Rhetoric could become reality if they but reiterated it afadmed it with
enough frequency. The mainly indigenous recruits would become purely Mexican
without racial or regional identities by giving them Spanish language and exh,)cetw
clothes and shoes, and new hygiene and cuisine. With limited resources, it was perha

predictable that these methods did not persuade their subjects.
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The new servants of the nation came to the army reluctantly and resistgal its g
constantly; this struggle to survive underlay their understanding of their place in a
modern Mexico. While officers and intellectuals attempted to civilizdatver class
body and mind, recruits instead retained most of their old habits and loyalties, and even
would develop new vices in urban garrisons. Men forced into a service they knew to fear
and loathe faced five years of boredom, humiliation, and deprivation. Inadequate
facilities and resources hindered proper training. NCOs attempted to brealatiteno
time or energy remained in order to rebuild them. Poor pay and rations made life
uncomfortable, and the recruit’'s dependence on soldaderas led to conflicts and & sense o
vulnerability. Superiors made this pressure on a soldier's masculinity Wwoosgh their
means of instilling discipline. Ceremonies and rituals affirmed loyaltiie ideal nation,
but their comrades and conditions continually reminded them that the Porfirian nation
was far from that ideal.

From peasant to recruit to soldier, the youth would complete his transformation
by night and in between regimented hours. In the gathering gloom bgbeaérwalls,
another side of life, the unofficial education of a levied recruit, helped fashiodubg “

Soldado” immersed in crime, disease, and vice.
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CHAPTER 2

NIGHTLIFE IN THE BARRACKS: BREAKING BOUNDARIES AND MAKING
SPACES

“Hay aqui un nifio que tuvo la desgracia de venir al mundo; son culpables convictos y
confesos de este delito, el soldado Juan Carmona y la soldadura Juana Torres; nadie los
puede castigar por lo que hicieron, dandole vida a un ser predestinado al
sufrimiento....” Francisco Urquizb (from baptism of a barracks child).
“Es desastre...a facilitar el medio que la tropa satisfaga las necesidades fisioldgicas que
la naturaleza le impone. Este mal es el acceso de las mujeres a las cuarteles durante la
noche, para hacer compafia & los hombres. Esto es degradante, inmoral y antihigiénico
y...da lugar & infinidad de conflictos..~" Manuel Mondragén1910.
Suddenly thrust into what seemed Dante’s Hell, the new Sub-lieutenant of
Artillery descended into the barracks. All of his joy, pride, and enthusiasm fr
graduating now drained into the shadowy recesses of his surroundings, where every
soldier was a mocked victim or a natural bandit. He had joined the ranks of their
tyrannous jailors, perhaps even their executioners. He would soon confront a situation
shockingly different from the clean sterile image his professors had giveiKhife-
wielding drunks, marijuana-smoking thugs, filth-encrusted children, and poxedfect
soldaderas presented a face of the barracks that no military collsg@@aared him to
meet. His shock at the promiscuity and filth in the garrison resonated with popular

conceptions of the vulgar soldier. At the same time, his disgust with fellow sfficer

whose corruption enabled all kinds of substance abuse would separate him, for a while,

! Francisco Luis Urquizdlropa Vieja(México: SEDENA, 1984 [1921]), 84-85.
2 Manuel Mondragén “Projecto de Organizacion delaije sobre base del servicio obligatorio”
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from his peers. From all around him came the noises and reeks of the horde, some with
faces of decay or degeneracy, and all marked by the cruelty of the plaoeetdoirs
scarcely contained the savagery and chaos of the barracks the young Rafaef A
observed. This view from one of thente decentebscures the vital experiences of
soldiers and families attached to a garrison, and their relationship withdée w
community around them. For both troops and women, this venue had a life of its own,
one that would reinforce and shape their senses of self, their senses of diffanehc

their senses of what a modern nation meant.

Inside the imposing military buildings, most of them former convents or
monasteries, a confluence of influences affected conscripts and those around them
Contrasting with the formal regimens that sought to obtain and shape men as national
citizens—stripped of old habits and identities—at night and in-between times thiéage
assert his own personalityThis informal element of transformation built on a number of
related sets of practice and custom, each containing its own direction and consequence
The social experience of military life with its rough leisure, saiyalrugs, and hygiene
had a profound impact on civilians’ perceptions, soldiers’ welfare, and community
relations> The interior world of the army mirrored, in its own ways, the manner in which

the nation embarked on a modern campéign.

3 Rafael AponteEmpirismos de cultura, moral, social y militdvlexico DF: Tip. H. Barrales Sacr., 1924)
* Paul Rabinow, edThe Foucault ReaddiNew York: Pantheon Books, 1984)

® E.P. ThompsorGustomary Practic&tudies in Traditional Popular Cultui@ew York: The New Press,
1993), 478-9, 500-501.

® Mauricio Tenorio Trillo,Mexico at the Worlds' Fairs: Crafting a Modern Nati(Berkley: University of
California Press, 1996).
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The barracks and the bodies within them reflected the successes, faihares
assumptions of the government in its efforts to bring a positivist and scientificmtgder
as it built the nation. The national imagined community writ large began nvdhes
imaginings, in the engineering of institutional power within the walls of sshool
penitentiaries, and barrack&ar from controlling the urban garrison’s environment and
behaviours, the regime officials could not even achieve their ideal separatten of
military space from the community that surrounded it. Streets, homes, and bareaicks bl
into one another as soldiers and their families interacted with the city and mitsite
discipline and education of the daily military regime gave way in the darknegghof
and the successes of drill, ceremony, and classroom were largely devetbe men’s
after hours lifestyle. The practices in the barracks, especially thsseiated with vice
and promiscuity, were labelled lower class behaviour and did not suit an institution
intended to impose and represent the new scientific and moral fatficers
employed what they deemed the appropriate modern tools, especially hygieserto a
authority over the actions and meanings of behavi§urke identities forged in the
process of acting out in the face of discipline thus created a counterpoint tocla offi

versions ofnexicanidad

" William French, "Imagining and the Cultural Hisyasf Nineteenth-Century Mexicolispanic American
Historical Reviewr9, no. 2 (1999): 249-67.

8 On street versus home: Gilberto Frey2asa-Grande & Senzala: Formacéo Da Familia BrasileSob

O Regime De Economia PatriarciB. ed. (Rio de Janeiro: J. Olympio, 1966); RobdedMattaA Casa &
a Rua: Espaco, Cidadania, Mulher E Morte No BrgSifio Paulo-SP: Brasiliense, 1985); Peter Beattie,
"The House, the Street, and the Barracks: RefomnHiomorable Masculine Social Space in Brazil, 1864-
1945,"The Hispanic American Historical Revi&i8, no. 3 (1996): 439-73, Allen Wells, and G. M. Juse
Summer of Discontent, Seasons of Upheaval : Etit&i¢s and Rural Insurgency in Yucatan, 1876-1915
(Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1996)8.

°“La vida del calle,"México Grafico#235 (Jan. 1, 1893), 3-6.

19 Anthony GiddensModernity and Self-Identity: Self and Society ie tate Modern AgéCambridge,
U.K.: Polity Press in association with Basil Blaakiy1991), 2,5, 80-81.
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The Porfirian soldier moved beyond the attempts to force him into the modern
project as his interaction with women and his everyday practices engendere@dfBama
different sort:* His self-identity as a man, as indigenous, as moral, lay at stake. He and
his comrades wanted to enter the modern world on their own terms, resistinfjscient
prescriptions and moral regulations that conflicted with their convenience.

This self-identification was a narrative shaped by various forces, but albbuil
conflicts that centered on embodied behaviours. Sexual activity and gendenselat
forged alternate ways to see family, and even religion, and created catidlagthat fed
the troop’s rough masculinity. Leisure activities reflected a spheversbnal expression,
if limited, which had inconsistent resemblance to old lifestyles in smidgei$ and rural
origins. Entertainment in the army included use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and
marijuana, but entailed music, conversation, and games as well. Concern over ésaer-cl
customs also connected to changing conceptions of medicine and health. As hygiene
became an integral element of military life, soldiers and soldaderasadasometimes
invasive scientific prescriptions that sought to enhance public health at the cost of
personal liberty. These, as in the case of syphilis regulation, challenged aaxlgikure
practices and ignited conflicts with military officials. Conflicisimg from the
circumstances of military life came under scrutiny from all sides, @ed oame from

breeches in the theoretically isolating walls of the garrison. Agencypanvent, and

1 John A. LynnWomen, Armies, and Warfare in Early Modern Eur@@ambridge; New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2008), 110-7.
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community acted in concert to shape the military men in ways that contrastely sha

with the disciplinary efforts of the arnly.

The Soldadera in La Gran Familia
A unique feature of the Porfirian military was the infiltration of women and

children into barracks life. The presence of families, lovers, and offspringdrea
community separate from, yet connected with, broader urban and civilian comesunit
Conflicts, sexuality, religion, and relationships paint a vivid picture of society and the
military.

The ambiguous status of the soldadera and her role in the garrison set her apart
from society; as one asserted, soldaderas were simply not like other Woivierely by
being there, they brought a feminine element into army life. One conception of the
military institution envisioned it as a family in structure and purpose, aframnk that
highlights the distinctively sexual nature of this arfiyPatriarchy under Porfirio Diaz
complemented what some officer writers termed the Great Family, amnifitat would
obey the president as a father and loveptiteia like a mother-> For most soldiers, a
separate feminine figure intervened in their patriarchal understatidiihg. soldadera
represented an individual common to army practices and integral to the bafeadis
presence of women and families within the military quotidian played an e$seltim

shaping how soldiers saw themselves, how they exercised their masculinity, and how

12 0n efforts to discipline, see Chapter One.

3 Tropa Vieja 110: soldaderas comment on soldaderas that theyfollow and are not like other women.
% The unusual sexuality of the soldadera and presehfamily was in counterpoint to the conceptidn o
the army as a “second family”; see Siarez Pichd&#o,

!> Mondragén, 11; at the same time, he emphasizdeshaf the soldier’s old family.

18 Mothers still had a presence, nonetheless, sept@h@ne and the profound effect of a letter fras h
mother on the protagonist dfopa Viejaon page 61.
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local communities envisioned the barracks. The women facilitated the development, or
better, the affirmation, of troops’ habits, vices, entertainments, conflicts, and
sexualities’” Reinforcing some practices, introducing others, the soldadera became one
shared point of reference in armed forces across the country.

The soldadera had tremendous influence on the average soldier’s life; some
undermined discipline, facilitated leisure, instigated crime, damaged repstaind
affected hygiene. All the same, the soldadera also enhanced the armgsyadhd life
quality*® She, and the roles she played, had direct influence on the process of civilizing
the lower class men. In doing so, she represented a way in which gender constructi
emerged in the barracks, and a significant divergence from the moderniziagi@silin
Europe, the United States, and Latin Amefita.

Richness of life in the Porfirian army derived in large part from the presence of
soldaderas. The women came from a wide range of places and backgrounds, and stayed
with soldiers and garrisons for different durations and motives. Some came as sutler
servants, wives, lovers, or prostitutes; others became’iitiey presented the range of
legal and customary definitions of women’s gendered roles. Moreover, their tasks in

barracks and on campaign varied, including combinations of cooking, laundering,

7 Chris Shilling,The Body and Social TheoPnd ed. (London; Thousand Oaks, Calif.: SAGE
Publications, 2003), 156.

18 Elizabeth SalasSoldaderas in the Mexican Military: Myth and Hisgdrst ed. (Austin, Tex.: University
of Texas Press, 1990), passim.

9 Martin L. Van CreveldMen, Women and W4tondon: Cassell Military, 2001).

2 Aponte, 68-72.
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feeding, selling, hauling, smuggling, fornicating, and offering invaluetsietional
support

Prior to 1850, the female camp follower appeared in armies the world®over.
Undertaking the same duties, they facilitated the subsistence of armelifotice field
and in garrisons, and formed what has been called the campaign comfhlihiyr.
presence, nonetheless, always added an unsavoury moral element to mditarydliin
the eyes of theorists and officers, they presented a significant cleedtengaintaining
discipline and threatened family values. European armies set inclgagiidy
restrictions on the presence of women in the army as military abiligridlé logistics
improved. With the advent of railways, armies could leave the camp followers behind,
and provide food and materiel at the same fifidost militaries around the world
looked to emulate Europe as the most modern and advanced example, and by the middle
of the nineteenth century the camp follower began to disappear while barraake beca
idealized as male only spaces. Although the Mexican army usually looked to Barope
inspiration for modernizing reforms, the soldadera continued to have herlace.

Both urban and rural garrisons gathered women who occasionally had followed
husbands or lovers during recruitment, but most came to the barracks due to

unemployment, underemployment, or homelessness. The waves of urban migration that

2L An example on emotional support from Europe, sgel.92.

2 \/an Creveld, 227.

% Lynn, 93.

4\V/an Creveld, 96.

% During the revolution, forces under Villa did makigempts to rid themselves of women, see intergew
Eduardo Angeles Meraz (by Alicia Olivera de Bonf§72, Insituto Mora and INAH, PHO 1/31), and
interview of Francisco Macias Rodriguez (by Magalel Souza, 1974, Instituto Mora and INAH, PHO
1/54).
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so worried the gente decente brought girls and women from rural backgrounds without
family supports or a community of their own—many found a living and a community in
the army?® Despite press opinions, relatively few became prostitutes, indeed many
became soldaderas to avoid this fatMore commonly, they entered into relationships
and marriages they deemed appropriate, and others simply worked as domestics and
vivandieregsutlers) without sexual duties. For the most part, women did not prepare
official rations?® They cooked and sold supplemental food to the soldiers and junior
officers, either on street corners or at nearby kitchens (see Chaptaurddry service,
sometimes done in tandem with poorer soldiers, also brought them small irfédmes.
exchange for their services, the women earned a living, received a degresgoftien

from the army, obtained some protection in their often dangerous neighbourhoods, and
got a solid, if unhygienic, shelter for sleeping.

Garrisons had both a stable and fluid population of women that represented some
of the most enduring personnel of the military. Women could come and go, and had the
option to find other employment or attach themselves to other barfadksietheless, in
the urban barracks many stayed beyond the average term of a soldier, ofupeestiy

faced transfers to new regions, and so the soldaderas and NCOs often had yesite of on-

% Claudia AgostiniMonuments of Progress: Modernization and Public e Mexico City, 1876-1910
(Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 2003), 26bBrt Buffington Criminal and Citizen in Modern
Mexico(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2000), 69.

27 Aponte, 71; Pascal Ortiz Rubibos alojamientos militares en la Republica de MéxMéxico: Dir. De
Talleres Graficos, 1921), passim; c.f. Lynn, 67phaposes a triad of prostitutes, whore and wié th
seems rather limited.

2 Agostini, 68; Toxqui, 215, 250; Lynn, 124-5.

% Heriberto Frias, Barbara Jamison, and Antonio 8afithe Battle of Tomochic: Memoirs of a Second
Lieutenant(New York: Oxford University Press, 2006), 18-19nn, 55.

%0 Susie S. PortexVorking Women in Mexico City: Public Discourses &faterial Conditions, 1879-1931
(Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2003), esaiycchapter one; Frias, 114-115.
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seniority>! The army thus always had a hard-core of local veterans—a few thousand half-
trained sergeants and corporals, and thousands more experienced women—that did not
conform to the administration’s ideal of a European-like military. Fronn soenewhat
ambiguous place in the military system and the urban community rose a need to
categorize them socially, to ascribe to them the labels that would makeotémse

class and gender positidh.

Sexuality and Gender

The soldadera, in finding her place, challenged the military authorities. Defined
by some as a woman belonging to soldiers, mujer de tropa also had a significant double
meaning as trooper woman. On the one hand, as property the responsibility for their
actions rested on the shoulders of their male counterparts. The army demantted that
women respect military ordinances and barracks rules, and officers ekpeldtiers to
maintain a degree of control over women or face punishment $efxil the other hand,
as troopers of a sort the officers also had a personal responsibility t® gatiaderas’
behaviours. They had the authority to restrict access to the barracks. Offidelisand
sometimes did, proclaim a woman awajer de mala vidaather than mujer de tropa,

and ban her entrand&This regulation theoretically protected soldiers from the life of

3L AGN, Fondo Guerra y Marina, CMDF expedientes peases, passim; [hereafter AGN, CMDF, ep].

32 A wealth of sociology exists on the topic of libg and stigma, see for example: Bruce G. Link aad

C. Pubert , "Conceptualizing Stigm#nnual Review of Sociolog®2001); Erving GoffmanStigma: Notes
on the Management of Spoiled Iden{ityew York: Prentice-Hall, 1963), passim.

33 For two published examples, “Un Escandolgl, Diario del Hogar(April 22, 1903); “El reconocimiento
médico de las mujeres de los soldad&$,Diario del Hogar(June 10, 1903), 7-9.

%AGN, CMDF Caja 366 Ep-p Alberto y Portilla, 6/25/95 days in Sala de Banderas for “recibir mujeres
de mala vida que lo distraen de sus obligaciort®similitary regulation: México, Secretaria de Gaerr
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disorder that a prostitute caused, but in practice, military officialsyramebked this
option, choosing instead to accept bribes and favours for garrison access.orhis als
applied while on campaign, and even in the field, officers attempted to keep aneaccurat
registration of the women attached to their force and to regulate theictrgeraith
soldiers®
Rafael Aponte offered a bleak vision of what the women experiéftttien the
bugle called “Atencion” each evening around six, lines of women filed up at the toortal
the barracks. They brought with them their children, their pets,gbttes and their
baskets filled with food and trifles. The officers of the gate might leer atitbeies,
steal some of their victuals, and prod through their belongings with a bayonet.
Eventually, they allowed women to enter the patios and seek a place to steeggtarp
atiangui (storefront) in which to sell their now abused goods for a few hours time.
Despite the unsettling chore of passing through this guard post, women continued
to come and officers continued to allow their preséhdtably, even with disruptions
that invariably arose when women and children inhabited the barracks, no guards ever
excluded them for more than a short while, including even those at the National*Palace.
While the gate inspection seems at first glance, to suggest the soldadprdence
against officer whims and gaze, it may only have been an incidental haraséiitdat

weight. Control of women'’s access entailed more negotiation than officedgdilesimit.

Ordenanza general para el ejército de la republisaMéxico(México: Imprenta de I. Cumplido, 1882),
Article 2440, 274.

% Frias, 39.

% Aponte, 71.

%" Tropa Vieja 77.

3 For example, AGN, CMDF Caja 360 ep-n Tnt. Reynaiila 10/17/95.
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In some cases, officers had specific orders to establish an understarititigewi
soldaderas regarding conditions for entrance, implying a measure ofapetie part of
the womer?® Attempting to dodge blame, one sergeant allowed women into a restricted
area against orders, simply because a woman claimed it would b& akafrtunately

for the sergeant, his immediate superior beat him for the transgression. lithe&the
soldadera to offer insolence to officers in other venues makes this integoretatneir
agency that much more likely.

Women had ways of exercising their own influence, disrupting military order and
decorum with tremendous insouciance, and officers could do little to counter them.. One
of the most powerful displays of Diaz’s army as modern, organized, and cosmopolitan, a
performance that legitimated the nation itself, was the military pgsageChapter 4).

Yet officers complained that women frequently fouled this spectacle of ospegcially

during the larger parades on May 5 (Battle of Cinco de Mayo), April 2 (BatReetbla),

and September 16 (Independence Day), by running alongside the streets whearertheir
paraded. In one description, the soldaderas ran over everyone in their way, knocking over
other spectators, in order to stay close to their units. The author went on to complain that
although officers may have made superhuman efforts to keep women away from the men,
they had failed. With the least slip of caution, the women made contact and tkee soldi
committed excesses he regretted later: excesses often leadinaspitalization—what

these excesses might be remained mysterious. Rather than blaminglalcdesglthis

39 AGN, CMDF Caja 360 ep-n 7/4/98: subaltern officefsorps have understanding with women of
soldiers to “permitirles 0 no entrada.”
0 AGN, CMDF Caja 373 ep-s Subtnt. Juan R. Solorsah(22/81.
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officer concluded that the men had gotten soft, not like in the old days, and were not
accustomed to hardshifs.

Why would the women do such a thing, facing the jeers of the crowd and the ire
of the officers (maybe of the soldiers too) later? They might have seenrdde pa an
opportunity to gain recognition of their role in the military, and took part in the only way
they could. Possibly, they saw the spectacle as a celebration acgateati in a
carnivalesque fashion, adding their own inverted statement of parading, mascatidi
theatre to the occasion. Regardless of their motives, they shattered an impoitimyt
fantasy by becoming visible to the watching audiences, by compelling viewers
acknowledge the presence of the soldadera in the midst of the apparently modernized
military. By claiming a space in the streets, the home-making womee bhthacks
shattered the ideal separation of spheres, and they did so in the face of affidials
civilians.

Nor did officers punish soldaderas once back inside the barracks walls; generals
and colonels could order subordinates to discipline them, but fear of soldiers’ reactions
put limits on superiors directly interfering with “their” women. Soldieoodtat attention
some distance away during the gate queue, and so permitted harassment to s@ne degre
Officers knew that to enter the main patios at night, at the best of times wasodange
and to mistreat the women there would be indaB&yond physical perils, interfering

with the women also correlated with high desertion rates, and since officershodutig

*L“Formaciones militares ¥anguardia(Thurs. March 9, 1891), 1-2 [4882-4] continuedi.(Rpril 1,
1891), 1.

2 Examples of this are seen in accounts by UrquigbAponte, and in various expedientes with
complaints by officers against violent soldiers.
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could not leave their post, the ill-will of the women might lead to many hungry eening
For example, a sub-lieutenant in a Mexico City barracks faced chargesenfidg his
post while officer of the week. Having angered his troops and their women, he could not
procure his dinner nor command a soldier to fetch it, and so left the gate to buy his meal
himself and was later punish&Aponte remembered his fear of the rough and scarred
soldiers he encountered in the barracks, as did Manuel Mond¥agbis. pusillanimity
did have a basis. A Major Herrera complained to his commander about drunken civilians
in the 24th Battalion barracks who stabbed him while his soldiers watched, and of a Cabo
who not only robbed him of every centavo but then ate Herrera’s dinner and laughed at
him. Herrera’s immediate superior clarified the actual events, agg#rat the Major had
hit and cursed at an amasia in the barracks and was roughed up for his froubles.

Even on campaign, the soldaderas did not follow officers’ orders or give them the
respect they demandé&iDuring the expedition against Tomochic in 1893, Heriberto
Frias described several incidences that highlight the relative autonomycaftipe
follower. Attempting to keep close order on the march, officers ineffectsiadlyted at
women bringing water to their men in columns, and the women only responded with
laughter!” As men rose in the morning, Frias complained about the insolent looks that he
received from the women who lolled about until it was time to march. In the actual

fighting, the women defied orders, and perhaps good sense, to run ahead of the siege line

*3 AGN, CMDF Caja 364 ep-p Tnt. Pérez, s/f.

4 Aponte, 69-71; Mondragén, 15.

5 AGN, CMDF Caja 352 ep-h Mayor Cdte. Antonio E. iea 1/7/88; as a further note, Herrera may not
have been the most scrupulous of men, at his futveoayears lateboth of his wives attended.

*® Frias, 18.

*" Frias, 12, 13.
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to collect water under fire. At the same time, he also exhibited somealemnug towards
these women that he and his comrades, clearly, could not control. Unruly, immoral, and
pitiable, on the one hand, he also saw them as angels and heroines worthy of his
respect?®
The frequent failure of officers to exert control over soldaderas moresaeigur
reflected the reality of gender relations in the barracks then did theoktte
regulations. Officers’ interference with women had limits. Soldiers and\Ni@&Quently,
and with good reason, also surrendered claims to power over women upon whom they
depended. And the mujer de tropa at times mobilized resources to protect against
violations of her own sense of propriety. The women maintained the order of their own
ranks, occasionally with violence, but largely avoided criminal prosecution if red pre
censuré? They did not tolerate male abuses that crossed a certain threshold, and used
legal recourses at times to ensure sateBurther, their behaviours and the reactions of
those around them revealed a moral economy understood by the military system.
Conscripts depended on the women'’s willing assistance for quality of life, and
despite certain limits, women had a degree of mobility and choice that ouistiygpe

usually restricted troops. Without a woman, the soldier faced poor food, cold nights, and

“8 Frias, 12.

9 See Marfa Aurea Toxqui Garay “El Recreo de losigan’: Mexico City’s Pulquerias During the
Liberal Republic, 1856-1911" (Ph.D. Diss.: Univéyf Arizona, 2008), 268-270 on lower-class women
fighting each other; for example from the presgotica Negra,’El Partido Liberal(July 27, 1887): on
sapper battalion women fighting in pulqueria.

0 For one example, see AGN, CMDF Caja 357 ep-m,&fd\ntonio Martinez 3/14/89; also discussion
of abuse on page 15.
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absent contraband, a situation made worse if he was impridbféw acquisition of

what they sometimes disparagingly termégjascould prove challengintf. Finding

potential mates seems to have entailed a rite of institution. Men new to th&$daiftan

had simple expectations of what they might need; one mourned that his inability to obtain
a soldadera stemmed from his lacKiefros. This loaded term had three possible
interpretations: he lacked coins to buy love, he lacked a knife to fight for it, orkeel lac

an erection to make use of a woniaithe protagonist ofropa Viejamoved through

various stages in his search for a woman. At first he was content to pay fdr sexua
services, managing to bargain with a woman whose regular partner fef) asidy.

From this temporary, and dangerous, circumstance, he was next approached by one of the
more experienced soldaderas. She made it clear that he had passed some thireshold t
become an acceptable partner, perhaps by his behaviour in the barracks orysiimpdy b

in service. With his agreement, she searched for a suitable partner andepraserat

short while lateP? His new compafiera fulfilled exactly what he wanted: she was
experienced in the army life, relatively attractive, and safely dlail®@resumably he fit

her tastes, as the two wed on the Spot.

1 AGN, CMDF Caja 356 ep-l Soldado Pedro Lara, 5/@7 Regt. rations given by women to
individuals in prison not always certain.

2 Tropa Vieja 44.

3 Tropa Vieja 44.

> Tropa Vieja 85.

* Tropa Vieja 96-97.
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The nature of relationships greatly influenced gender behaviours. While some
women sold goods to all, emotional and sexual relations often had an exclusivé‘hature.
Sex for one night was often far beyond the meagre pay of a recruit, costinglassn
two pesos, an amount equal to a month of saving and sacrif{difgreover, purchasing
sex did not, by any means, necessarily lead to the sort of reliable relgtiohgne a
soldier had a partner who would continue to assist him in prison or on camp&igme
soldaderas thus traded on their scarcity and mobility to demand a degree of gutaadom
respect in exchange for stabilRyThis is not to imply a purely cold or calculating
functionality; couples could and did form romantic and loving relationships a§“well.
Indeed, some new soldiers observed the couples in barracks with a poignant sense of
loneliness and exclusion, while foreign observers during the Revolution also noted the
apparent happiness of many couples they witnéSd¢dnetheless, the nature of most
relationships set unusual limits to male power and influenced soldiers towanrekzsied
macho display&? The blame for machismo did not lie with women alone, of course, but
the presence of women often led to posturing, competition, and frustration as soldiers
interacted with the people around them.

Machismo, a hyper-masculinity based on norms of misogyny, and violence, and

often binge drinking, emerged from the sexual and gendered relationships between

%% Aponte; also noted was that relatively equal fogin sex undercut NCOs authority, making all men
equal. Se@ropa Vieja 76: argument with corporal that since we aréndflarracks and the women here
“rolan” with everybody, we are all equal.

>’ Tropa Vieja 60.

*8 AGN, CMDF Caja 366 ep-p Juan Pevedilla 6/24/79men and families were always to have access to
soldiers in prison or hospital.

% Frias, 113.

' Lynn, 92.

®1 Salas, 64Tropa Vieja 60.

%2 Lynn, 105.
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soldaderas and recruits. Sex represented an important commodity and power for the
soldadera, in addition to being an end of its own. Given men'’s virtual imprisonment,
withholding sex or changing partners afforded some women a degree of power over
relations with soldiers. Barracks sexuality, nonetheless, also contributes to t
construction of masculine behaviours that mitigated this power difference.f@ttaas,
such as training stresses and officers’ abuses, certainly also playéd-agaartheless,
the exacerbating factor remained the presence of the mujer d&%fffigers rarely
intervened in their troops’ efforts to control their rivals or their women unless the
violence spilled into public view or escalated into serious irftiry.

Domestic abuse did lead to charges on occasion, as women or officers pressed a
complaint, although more often it likely remained unpunished. In one example, a junior
cavalry officer received reprimand after being reported by his mathéeting his
sister. While his mother later recanted and claimed he had since stopped, faatjostif
of his actions was that as the head of the house he had simply fulfilled his duty iredefenc
of the family’s honour, discouraging his sister from shameful relafidAsiother soldier
was charged for lightly wounding his amasia, unusually he did so in her home rather than
in the barracks, and it may be that his charge stemmed more from his state of

drunkennes& Antonio Martinez in Puebla also received charges for wounding “his

8 Stephen Neufeld, “Performing the Masculine NatiBatdiers of the Porfirian Army and Masculinity,
1876-1910,” inNegotiating Identities in Modern Latin Amerjcad. Hendrik Kraay, (Calgary: University of
Calgary Press, 2007), 49-69.

 AGN, CMDF Caja 359 ep-m Agapito Maldanado, 12/81/9

% AGN, CMDF Caja 352 ep-h Alférez Manuel B. Herret886.

% AGN, CMDF Caja 359 ep-m Agapito Maldonado, 12/&1/9
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woman,” one Bibiana Medel, another charge aggravated by adhdhese, as in
many other examples, formal legal processes resulted from extenuatingstances—
location, severity, and most common, alcohol.

Soldiers and NCOs in barracks violently competed over women, often encouraged
by both onlookers and by the alcohol women supplied. In part, establishing hierarchies
and hazing newcomers drove men to violence in the garrisons, with precedence for
contraband, comforts, and respect going to the strongest or m¥af&st.ubiquitous
fighting over soldaderas was part of common military and popular folklore, rapgpéar
example, in the corrido “De Bruno Apresa” where a soldier killed his sergeant over a
woman’s affections, and a plate of her food. The song made special note of how this
proved poor Bruno was truly a man among ffen.

An extraordinary fight over a woman occurred in Mexico City in 1896 between
two Sergeants of neighbouring battalidhgvhen Pi¢ Gutiérrez and Candelario Carrillo
discovered that they both were livieg amasiadavith Candelaria Montes, one
challenged the other. They met outside city limits with pistols to fight acddrinour.

Being lower than gentleman, the authorities stopped the proceedings—it becere a
fight rather than a permissible duel because of their class status. Ialtivotnies
defended herself and Gutiérrez, saying that Carrillo had propositioned her dgpaate

been rejected as she was not an available woman. Carrillo then allegediigrsearious

” AGN, CMDF Caja 359 ep-m Soldado Antonio Martin@4,4/89.

% Mondragén, 13; Frias, 112, on pecking ordeapa Vieja 41, on hazing.

% Vicente T. Mendoz&El corrido mexicand. ed. (México: Fondo de Cultura Econémica, 1958}); See
pages 51-52 on music in barracks.

© AGN, CMDF Caja 360 ep- n, Sgt. 1 Pio Gutiérrez Sgtl 2 Candelario Carrillo (Report to Primero Juez
5/28/1896).
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letters that dishonoured her, which she shared with the court. The lettersoréddner as

too stubborn to give him sex, as a disgraced woman, and insulted her pafentage.
Carrillo defended himself to the judge, pointing out that since he was ibite¢inat letters
could not possibly have been his. Despite his entreaty, both sergeants received
punishment for the unsanctioned fight, presumably, Gutiérrez and Montes lived happily
ever after.

Sexual relationships, the reward and the cause of fierce competitiom had a
important place in the army’s daily life. The barracks’s reputation faimscuity, as
reported in the press, emerged in part from class differences about aperepxizal
modesty and prurient modern prescriptiéh€ouples in the barracks made do without
privacy, and probably, without much modesty. Sleeping areas normally comprised larg
open areas covered with individymdtategmats) anatobijas(covers). Soldiers, amasias,
children, and pets slept together with little room and no real separation; indesxtsoff
allotted each soldier a mere one meter by two meters of space, the sagnavas®aAt
times officers also ended up sleeping among troops, reducing space funthera®
charged for slumbering there when he was supposed to be on watch in the hour of

“greatest danger,” possibly at the hour when most desertions took pl&ente decente

" The letter, barely literate, read in part: “quasimulota y mull hijo de chingada y mull desgratsé. ..

“si uste no le da chigadasos mandermela para dargeluste es mull muela,” followed with a numbgr o
“su madres” and “su padres”.

2 Agostini, 16 (on “new” need to be dressed in pr)blToxqui, 232 (woman told she does not even need
petate to chingar her soldier); Aponte, 70; Mondra@0; Frias, 18; Buffington, 58; AGN, CMDF Caja
343 ep-g, Tnt. Alberto Gonzélez: 17th Battalionp&a of 1st Demarcacion toCMDF 10/19/1885,
regarding incident in “La Noche Buena” where salgliare accused of “faltas cometidas en pareja gabli
3 Tropa Vieja 41.

" AGN, CMDF Caja 341 ep-f, Francisco Franco, 11/880L(letter of E. Flores to CMDF).
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outsiders commented negatively on this dangerously sexual environment that they
deemed barbaric and animal.

Unlike accounts from Brazil, homosexuality did not present a major public
concern in regards to barracRsA degree of silence on the topic combined with a
widespread, and not entirely mistaken, conception that the army was populatedyy ove
heterosexual and macho soldi&tJhis certainly did not mean that homosexual
encounters and relationships did not happen, only that they did not manifest in press or
military accounts, or popular memory, as they had in other couhtiiieanything, the
overt sexuality of the soldadera (whether real or imagined) acted agamtighaublic
fears of sodomy in the army, despite the rise of homophobia in other spheres drPorfiri
life.”

The soldiers and their women were indifferent to interpretations of arnlggx
and accepted both the lack of privacy and the censure of pubfidihys reflected both
lower class norms regarding intimacy and conferred religious authorizagomalS
intimacy among the poor traditionally had an openness enforced by small livoegspa
and lack of separated bedrooffi©nly the rich could afford rooms designated simply for

sleeping, let alone different rooms for couples or children. Cultural norms varied, and i

> Beattie, 177-204.

8 Martin Nesvig, “The Lure of the Perverse: Moralggéation of Pederasty in Porfirian Mexico,”
Mexican Studies 1@o. 1 (Winter 2000), 3-4, 35, 37.

" Lynn, 90.

8 Buffington, 193-195; also a sexual space createwntrast to home, see DaMatta, 11-28.

" Mondragén, 21; Frias, 18 (on campaign).

8 Michael JohnsThe City of Mexico in the Age of Di&gt ed. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997),
96, 97.
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some indigenous areas Catholic or mainstream taboos on sex simply never®applied.
Above all, in the barracks patio the only option for modesty was a combination of covers
and the polite evasion of gaze by one’s comrades. One soldier remarked on his initia
uneasiness with this, he recalled that at night he could hear the kissing, andeeeshe

of couplesentrepiernadasentangled at the crotch, and he felt ashafiegtill, within

months he himself had paid for sex in the barracks and married a soldadera, hence joining
in with the sexual spectacle of the army patio. Religious approval provided a furthe

degree of comfort and acceptability on a couple’s semi-private sexuality.

Religion and Children in the Army’s Ex-conventos
Widespread uneasiness over unsanctioned sexual liaisons and unusual family

structures left the women of the barracks in a position of ambiguity. One o#fteated
that soldaderas were neither loving wives nor grasping prostitutes, but posdibéy bot
the same time. Social anxiety about the diverse functions of the soldaderautedtrd
the various terms used to describe thgailletas, viejas, mujeres de tropade soldado,
vivanderas, Juanas, coronelas, amasias, esposas de tropa, mujeres legitimos,
curanderasandchusmaThe women’s defining labels came from numerous sources
including the press, officers, NCOs, conscripts, and most importantly, them$&lyes

de tropacomprised the most generic of these terms, and emerged from official

8 An understudied topic for the #@entury in Mexico, presumably some continuatiamfrdiffering
notions during colonial times, see as examples RigndinnenAmbivalent Conquests: Maya and
Spaniard in Yucatan, 1517-1520ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 208@rge Gruzinski,
The Conquest of Mexico: The Incorporation of Ind&otieties into the Western World, 16th-18th
Centuries(Cambridge: Blackwell Publishers, 1993).

8 Tropa Vieja 48.
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regulations and popular conceptions. In practice, nonetheless, this included a variety of
legal and social statuses.

Perhaps least common of these were the women legally recognized and Church
endorsed as proper wives, sometimes referred nouges legitimo The army forced most
soldiers into service against their will, marched them far from home and hid tam fr
family inquiries. Accordingly, few wives of married recruits had the abititiotiow or
find their husbands, and many lacked the resources to try. Impressing the poor and the
criminal also limited the numbers of previously married men, and recruitels soane
attempt to avoid taking those with families to support.

Marriage itself proved a somewhat ambiguous status that did not, for the poor,
rely on Church endorsements or legal formalities. Many in society’s ldasses
recognized the existence of marital rights (similar to common-laat)although disputed
by some authorities, nonetheless received acknowledgement and respect from the
military institution. As such, officers employed the term mujer de tropa,\s1dthe less
formalamasia as accepted and regulated categories. While they certainly afforded
formal marriage more weight, particularly for themseRfese mujer de tropa could
appeal for rights to pension, access to soldiers, and protection against abudiessegér

civil registration® Widows, orphans, and children received small pensions if their soldier
g

8 Alan Knight, The Mexican Revolutiodol 1. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 19888-19;
also see Chapter 1.

8 For example, officers were held to high maritahsiards, see: AGN, CMDF Caja 321 ep-a, Cipriano
Andrade 6/23/87—he gets 6years prison and 500 fpesdor bigamy.

8 AGN, Gobernacién sin seccién, Caja 760 Expedignt@irculo 342, 1903 by Francisco MENA,
8/26/1903.
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should die, about fifteen centavos a day in assistance. To legitimate further the
community and demands, the soldaderas brought religion into the barracks.

Officially, the liberal army and the nation had left behind their religious
superstitious past. The army took over as a secular priesthood, a harbinger of gnodernit
much of it housed in the seized convents of the old cdfo8wldiers did not have access
to priests, could not attend mass, and generally did not receive sacramentsprexcapt
formal executiod” Instead, the soldiers themselves replaced the priesthood in public
spaces, enacting solemn rites of nationalism, with regulations as theiatbénjoying
the poverty of monks. In theory, recruits abandoned the Church along with their
indigenous roots or regional identities. In practice, the soldaderas acespaitual
bridge by bringing folk catholic rites into the heart of the ideally secniiary.

The soldaderas manifested religious understandings through ceremonies,
particularly marriages and baptisms that they themselves perfommearly modern
Britain, the rite of marriage in the campaign community proved quite simpteijpants
set a sword or two on the ground and leaped over them, declaring “rogue follow, whore
follow.”®® The Mexican rite simplified this more still; couples approved by their
comrades simply clasped hands, and both partners verbally agreed, “arrefj\dthes.”
customary practices of marriage among lower classes depended on community

acceptance of meanings: in this case the bond meant more than norms that favoured

8 Agostini, 78; see also Sec. Guerra y Estado Maylemorias de Guerra y MarinfhereafteMemoriag:
yearly from 1878-1910 lists all military buildings.

87 By contrast, U.S. army and Europeans providedaglein or padre to all units at all times, Mexican
soldiers only saw a priest on the day of their ekeo.

8 Lynn, 88.

8 Tropa Vieja 97 on wedding, and 113 on engagements.
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public courtships and Church sanctiéhsThe marriage agreements, acknowledged by
soldiers and other women, gained a quasi-legal status when recognized log affice
sufficient for pensions or petitions. Similarly, these understood marital bont=ied a
degree of regularity and respectability for sexual relations. In cogntrasien deemed
amasias represented a higher degree of uncertainty or social dharetyujeres de

tropa, and occasioned greater conflicts between rival males and denig@namédrried
soldaderas! Not only did these marriages and relationships create a hierarchy among the
women and cement their relations to men, they also helped to legitimate children.
Offspring of the barracks could obtain rights and papehg@s naturales—but only

with the father’s acknowledgemetitChildren appear to have been ubiquitous, for
example, in this image by Posada, a depiction of the barracks required inclusiod of chil

and soldadera (see lllustration 2.1).

lllustration 2.1 “La Gorra de cuartel,” Guadelupe Posado.

% ThompsonCustoms493.
1 Salas, 77Tropa Vieja 113.
2 Memorias1878, “Documento 39,” 92: on hijos naturals.
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Most officers considered marriage, even though informal, sufficieagnéion
and this represented a likely motive for some women to press for wedding. Furthermo
this sanctioning of a number of children opened the barracks to all children because gate
officials did not typically ask for documentation. Nevertheless, some soldiers and
soldaderas deemed the barracks unfit for raising kids. One remarked that nbahlidd s
sleep in such lousy, dirty conditions, nor see, once old enough, how his father was beaten,
or how other soldiers groped and used his mcther.

Not surprisingly, those who had children often took steps to ensure their welfare
through the religious and social bonds of baptismcamipadrazgoBaptisms had even
greater formality and ceremonial detail than did weddings. In one such, the whole
battalion gathered together on a Sunday, and gathered the necessary bkamilets and
water®® One soldier presided, and lacking a true priest, called on the spirit of Miguel
Hidalgo and invoked the patria to witness the ceremony. According to the account, the
women gathered together crying and the men took the rite with all seriousness, and the
bugler played the Toque de Diana. When the father called for a compadre, the whole
battalion and its women accepted the charge—the child became godson to the éntire uni
No mere satire, when father and child died in battle, his comrades took on the burial as
the appropriate duty of comadres and compatir8sldaderas accepted as part of their

duties that they would offer prayers for the dead and arrange masses #é&é&? bhats,

% Tropa Vieja 67.

% Tropa Vieja 83-84.

% Tropa Vieja 171.

% On prayers for the dead, Frias, 109; on massas,Hrl5; praying also ifropa Viejg 117.
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religion continued to play a role in soldiers’ lives, even if the Church itssfidférom
view.

Beyond motivating kin structures of folk religion, children also raised troubling
issues in the barracks relating to health and hygiene. Witnesses routinabnecttite
swarm of children that entered some barracks by night, and tellingly, aimagye
reference to their lack of cleanliné€<Given that most of these military families had no
other home, and the lack of water supply that plagued many garrisons, filthy children
represented an inescapable norm. Some who grew up there eventually became full-
members of the army, soldiers or soldaderas, as teenagers; many more didapfear
the communities around the garrisons. Along with up to three children, women &kewis
brought dogs, cats, and even parakeets into the barracks, which further annogesl offic
Doctors had grave concerns over the medical implications of these nightlyangusi
They reported outbreaks of cholera and typhoid and pointed to the women and children as
both unfortunate victims and likely culprits. This led some experts to demand reforms
and inoculations; still others sought to lay blame on the apparently perilous bbey of t

soldadera®

Body, Hygiene, and Polluted Milieus

Becoming modern Mexicans proved most difficult with an unhygienic uncivilized
lower-class that was often far from becoming. The regime sought, as had gewernm

since the Bourbon era, to apply education and hygienic measures to civilize the poor

" Tropa Vieja 68; Mondragén, 13.
% Aponte, 83.



127

through politicized sciences, turning science to political éhtieproved public works,
clean paved streets, and foreign trained doctors were to usher in a modern ageg reduci
mortality and instilling morality’® Among the reformative projects they undertook, the
bodies and barracks of the Porfirian army received special attentions. Qe &fdt

targets was the soldadera.

Clashes between military aspirations, public images, and soldaderas’ rghits gr
into a power struggle over hygiene and the female body. Negative public iropsessi
regarding women who spoiled military parades, fought in the streets, and flaunted
sexuality in the barracks, put pressure on military staff to enforce ordexoatrol.

Medical advances and new sanitation laws envisioned the soldadera as the locus for
diseases and the primary obstacle to military health. Despite thesargsessldaderas
continued to exercise their own moral economy on the army, in at least one tbasetwi
and forgery.

As Porfirian officers examined their policy on syphilis and conscripts, Dr.lAnge
Rodriguez recounted an earlier failure to curtail the soldadera and h&f po867, the
Second division in Puebla, under General Alatore, had ordered a weekly exalm for al
women belonging to the corps, and those who passed received tickets to entks barra
An exception was made for those that Jefes deemed to bergraliypénte married,;

presumably a Church sanctioned wedding trumped venereal diseases. The soldadera

9 Agostini, xiii 23, 62-63, 71.

100 Ricardo, Pérez Montfort, Alberto del Castillo Yuariand Pablo Piccatblabitos, Normas Y
Escandalo: Prensa, Criminalidad Y Drogas DuranteP®ifiriato Tardiol. ed. (México, D.F.: Ciesas:
Plaza y Valdes Editores, 1997), 148; Agostini, Biblic works budget); Agostini 78, says averageslifan
is 25.5 years, which seems low and must includaninfortality.

191 Angel RodriguezProfilaxis de las afecciones venereo-sifiliticasatejército(México: Imprenta
Gobierno, 1893), 26.
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answered with violent mass protests, threatened medical staff with aleatiightened
the officers. The discontent of soldaderas led directly to a tremendous mdeienss
desertions. Despite this, the General persevered and finally the women adibonitte
regulation of showing a health ticket that gave such information as age, maime, a
physical features, and the results of an every eighth day physical exami&aitl
defiant, the women then made a mockery of the sanitary vigilance by inggriargahg
their own tickets. The Division’s officers eventually discarded the pracitteyugh it
reappeared in ordinances in 1881, by 1893 almost no garrison followed the prd®dure.
The high incidence of venereal diseases represented a failure for military
hygienists who considered themselves the forefront of modernizing reforms, and they
attempted to redress this in various ways. Syphilis and gonorrhoea, they beleNed, c
only be controlled through the carriers whom they identified as the soldadera.
Unfortunately, the ambiguous position of these women, as both wives and possible
prostitutes, rendered this an improbable propostfidfhe doctors came to recognize,
especially in light of the Puebla experience, that they could more reasoxjpéty ©
treat the men captive in barracks.
Their attempts reflected the limited scientific knowledge of the day, althibug
drew from the best medical studies available, particularly those of PhillisppedrRand
Etienne Lancereaux from Frant®® European doctors also viewed their military forces as

potential foci for venereal diseases, but they made special note of how thesraivage

192\ comparable protest rose from camp followers ef American Revolutionary forces, see Lynn 113.
193 Rodriguez, 25.

194 Etienne Lancereau® Treatise on Syphilis, Historical and Practicaians. G. Whitley, Vol. 1 (London:
New Syndenham Society, 1866).
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syphilis applied especially to Mexico and Central Ametie&icord and his students
had considerable influence on Mexico’s hygienists, and their model of syphiliméeca
the basis for Porfirian understandings of the disease. The French believed that
environmental conditions had considerable influence on the spread of the disease,
particularly hot climates, alcohol use, racial mixture, and over crowifighey
concluded that the best prophylaxis required supervision of prostittes.

European scientists had identified syphilis as separate from gonorrhoea in 1767
and as a three stage disease early in the nineteenth c@fifiter a possible one month
period of incubation, the first stage was chiefly diagnosed by the presencaafeshan
the penis. Notably, women were not so easily identified because their soresterera,i
and there was widespread resistance by women and distaste among doctors far use of
speculum to inspect withit?? Doctors had more luck discovering the second stage,
whose symptoms included pallor, spots, and rashes. If untreated, with time this
exacerbated into stage three syphilis, where organs and tissues began emdecay
dissolve, potentially resulting in haemorrhage, organ failure, insanity, and death.

Ricord and his followers were, nevertheless, much less certain about the
transmission and treatments for syphilis. They believed that transmissiainlgert

occurred through vaccinations and on occasions spontaneously, the latter being proven by

195 ancereaux, 8, 272 (on soldiers) and 58-59 (onitgx

196 | ancereaux, 61, 92.

1071 ancereaux, 63.

1981 ancereaux, 92: gonorrhoea was mostly known aaratg although this was not a complete
international consensus, for one example Charlesviton who believed nocturnal ejaculation related t
venereal disorders under a blanket term, see “Gboea Dormientium” [1842], iAttitudes Toward Sex
In Antebellum Americaed. H. Lefkowitz Horowitz (Boston: Bedford’s, 28)Q 85-88.

1991 ancereaux, 66, 127.
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the infection of respectable women. Occupations such as cooking, laundering, and glass-
blowing also seemed to be related to the disease. They could not with certaihigtsay
syphilis did not spread through kissing, nor did they believe semen had any traresmiss
properties.® Hence, they believed that the best means to prevent epidemics of syphilis in
soldiers was the strict regulation and inspection of the women they had contaetheith
location of the diseasé! The question of how to control venereal diseases among the
soldiers raised a number of practical issues.

Diagnostic methods fell short of the primitive, relying primarily on visual and
olfactory inspection$ In Great Britain, these weekly genital inspections of soldiers
gained the charming moniker of the “dangle pardd®.True diagnostic proof of
syphilitic infection was not possible until the perfection of serum testing in 1949 so t
once-over was truly at the height of medical sciefit&Nonetheless, this entailed special
difficulties when doctors deemed women to be the carriers of the disease, eal tests
for women proved even less reliable than those for men. Given the long possible
incubation stages of syphilis, the lack of external symptoms in women, and tlem@sxist
of asymptomatic carriers, demanding invasive checks of females in carttanten

engendered great resistance. In Mexico as in Europe, the only women thalsafbald

10 ancereaux, (Vol. II) 228, 230-232, 239, 245.

11| ancereaux, 26.

12| ancereaux, 274, 275: in France every other dstg t&f prostitutes; Rodriguez, 28: in Mexico, from
1872 on, every 8th day checks considered sufficient

113 3. D. Oriel,The Scars of Venus: A History of Venereol@dgw York: Springer-Verlag, 1994), 201.
14 Oriel, 78: 1906 serum tests start but in 1949queef.
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regularly force into such surveillance programs were prostitutes, andhatgolicy
often failed™*®

Failure also marked the attempted treatments for syphilis. In Europeeand th
United States, doctors and researchers had experimented with numerous pagsible cu
from exotic woods to pure opium, and came back again and again to using mércury.
The alchemical mysticism surrounding mercury as a substance encouriagédtsdo
imbue it with mysterious properties. The French school under Ricord and Lancereaux,
while warning of overdosing with mercury, continued to prescribe it as the begilpos
treatment with the addition of potassium chloride to mitigate its harmfudteffé/hile
this seemed, from anecdotal evidence, to reduce symptoms of syphilis, theritdwithe
no real effect on the disease and led to the slow painful death of many patients from
heavy metal poisoning. Mexican hygienists followed suit and prescribed meradiry
calomel cures in the modern fashion.

The new Porfirian military medical staff, formally institutediwranks in 1880,
undertook to diagnose and treat recruits as best they kneWw hdhey saw the army as
a particular concern, even though the apparent rate of syphilis among soldiestofe!l
that of civilian population® Moreover, this was low even for soldiers. In 1892 only
1785 soldiers were diagnosed as syphilitic, a mere seven percent, which compares

extremely favourably with the close to 30% boasted by many armies in World War

115 Katherine Elaine BlissGompromised Positions: Prostitution, Public Healind Gender Politics in
Revolutionary Mexico CitgUniversity Park: Pennsylvania State Universitgd®; 2001), 28; also see Luis
Lara y Pardol.a prostitucion en Méxic@México D.F.: Libreria de la Vda de Ch. Bouretpg9on
prostitution rates and contemporary attitudes.

181 ancereaux, (Vol. 2) 243, 286-302, 290; Oriel,888-

17 3See Chapter Three on medical corps.

18 Rodriguez, 24.
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One!® The barracks was supposed to be far better, and far more controllable, and so the
soldier would need the full efforts of hygienists. Regulations for medical itiepgc
insisted that each battalion, regiment, and garrison have a médico-aiomataff, and
that they would hold an inspection of the genitals each week. The medical corps als
worked to improve the training of military doctdf8. These doctors saw regular evidence
of syphilis in the army, and feared its effects on local communities. In the@icase
Dionicio Silva in 1877, they worried that his syphilitic issues would aggravate t
disorders he could commit on the strééfThey published a number of studies on the
subject; in 1888 they laid blame on the soldiers’ bad lifestyles and complainedghat thi
represented a waste of time spent in their traifintn 1891, the Military Hospital for
Instruction began offering its doctors a clinical class on venereal and sgghdeases
to remedy their lack of knowleddé®

Angel Rodriguez’s study suggested a number of new ways to deal with syphilis i
1893?* He argued that the “entrenched enemy” of syphilis could only be beaten if the
army followed his suggestions. He argued the need to ban soldaderas from perracks
guarantine the ill, to inspect soldiers’ genitals, regularly and thoroughly pwitishment
for anyone hiding his symptoms, and to force soldiers rigorously to clean theitgyenita

He added that if they did not find it repugnant to do so, all soldiers should be

19 “Memoria y mejoras en Hospital Militar de Instrific 1889,”Gaceta Médico Militatomo 11 (1889),

329; Claude QuéteHistory of SyphilifCambridge, U.K.: Polity Press, 1990), 176-177,.231

120 AGN, CMDF Caja 372 ep-s Subtnt Dionicio Silva 1275

121 AGN, CMDF Caja 372 ep-s Subtnt Dionicio Silva 1275 “chameros sifiliticos” which will aggravate
with the “desordenes que pudiera cometer en la.tall

122 AGN Gob. s/s Dep. Cuerpo Médico, Caja 653 expS8cGyM 8/3/1888—SeBaceta Médico Militar
Tomo 4, 1893: Mayor Zurado y Gama, “Algunos coesidiones sobre la profilaxis de los enfermedades
venereo-sifiliticas en el ejército,” 176-186.

123 AGN, CMDF Caja 344 ep-g Tnt. Crl. Jose P Gayor2®1.

124 Rodriguez, 7.
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circumcised, and he emphasised the need for education. Major Zurada y Gasth ec
Rodriguez the next year, stressing that with education and read-aloudioagulat

soldiers would understand the damage syphilis would do their health and to their
family.’?® He also saw the soldadera as the major problem, and suggested that it was
those women who were not legally wives that spread the disease betweentdiffere
soldiers in the garrisotf’ Doctors could point to cases such as Lieutenant Francisco
Pérez whose third stage syphilis included severe ulceration of the throabndiddratly
claimed they had cured him in two months time. Proof of their venereal masésry, th
brought to bear the finest in European treatments to bring soldiers back to an illusion of
health?’

Despite advances, the normal treatment continued to consist of mercury, cold
baths, and electric shocks. Discarding talk of inoculations, which remained unproven,
doctors prescribed mercury pills that were, in 1893, all the rage in MontpeldeceE?®
Zurado y Gama found his troops resistant to medicines and to circumcision, and seemed
surprised that they should hide their symptoms from him—even though his principle
treatment was the cauterization of genital séfémdeed, already in 1892, the most
common operation in the medical corps was circumcision, but only about 70 were

performed each year’ In a Monterrey garrison, three men with what may have been

125 7urado y Gama, 182.

126 7urado y Gama, 180.

127 AGN, CMDF Caja 363 ep-p, Tnt. Francisco Perez31/®3.

128 «Tratamiento de la sifilis,Gaceta Médico Militar(1893), 361: mercury pills delivered 10-20cg/day.
129 7urado y Gama, 183.

130 Gaceta Médico Militar(1889), 330: in addition to 70 circumcisions, ®ogs also performed 3 full
castrations, presumably also related to venereaplications.
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syphilis suffered a round of treatment that combined strychnine, electrksslcoffee,
and cold bath$*

The result of treatments did not instil great hopes, and reformers continugd to la
the blame on the dubiously moral women of the garrisons rather than on gross medical
ignorance and potentially iatrogenic treatméfitsFor example, in the Tenth Regiment
doctors announced which women had syphilis to everyone. The betrayal of confidence
was justified, they felt, since they limited their revelation to women whe wetr
married, to those only interested in money, thus indicating both the doctor’s respect fo
barracks weddings and their disdain for “un-ordered” wom&But Lancereaux’s
prescriptive devices also connected the venereal outbreaks with their envi@nment
causes, especially substance abuse and cleanliness. Indeed diseatiesssleand drug
usage all connected the modernist discourses back to class expectations and the demands
of modernity. It made little sense to treat chancres and symptoms then, without

addressing the related perils of the disordered barracks lifédtyle.

The Perils of the Barracks

Visions of moral and physical hygiene echoed attempts by the medicatotbce
reform the barracks. Sexuality represented one set of behaviours that shdieesl, it
disease and environment transformed them in other ways. Conditions in the aging

barracks contributed to health issues that positivist hygienists believedtidycontrol.

131 Jeslis M. Gonzalez to Alberto Escotidaceta Médico Militar(1893), 352-3.

%2 pliss, 43, 53-61.

133 Gaceta Médico Militar(1893), 360.

134 AGN, CMDF Caja 71, 1897, Mayor Médico CirujandH&rnandez, “afeccién sifilitico contraido por
vida desordenadaGaceta Médico Militar(1893), 329: blames women once again.
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Soldiers’ habits and vices likewise raised concerns over the creation of miidem c
with both morality and vigour. The poverty of the barracks family also restribe
treatment of their illnesses, and some complained that the soldier's wage coongly
not stretch to cover medicine for his family. For soldiers, too, the lack of pesoeat ti
led to self-medicating with local remedies that were cheaper than Scienti
pharmaceuticals, and perhaps as effectivdnderstandings of the body changed as
aspirations for science-based modernity built new demands. An unhealthy army
suggested a sickly nation—the priorities of the regime made reforming bodieésrahat
objective’®®

The barracks represented an enormous challenge and expense due to their
shameful states of disrepair. Most had never been intended for the purpose; the ex-
conventos in particular made up the majority of these buildings and had been built to
house relatively few clerics rather than the large number of men, women, amdisanim
that they now sheltered. They could not simply discard the buildings; in 1879 they
totalled over 7.7 million pesos worth of real estdfen paper, the regime budgeted
some 300 000 pesos for the upkeep of 83 (1899) barracks buildings, and roughly the
same for vital repairs. It was a losing proposition; most buildings continued to
disintegrate, and by 1920 those still standing required complete reconstrutiiposst
on average about 300 000 pesos per builtiighey also made use of hundreds of

unofficial and temporary lodgings for which the army paid rent (see chapter e As

135 Grl. Ignacio Bravo to BR, 8/14/1900, CDX, Bernaieyes, Carpeta 29, Doc 5775: troops self-
medicating; on funds, Aponte, 83.

1% Rabinow, 17-20.

13" Memorias1879, “Informe,” 110-112. (5935-38)

138 Ortiz Rubio, passim.
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national army extended its reach into the countryside and displaced local fioecesed

grew to build or acquire quarters in previously un-garrisoned areas (see Appevdix 1:

1 and chapter 3). Despite increases made to budgets and to medical advice, persistent

shortcomings made troops’ lives uncomfortable, unhealthy, and, at times, undearabl
The military’s buildings had many problems. Old, dilapidated, and not purpose-

built, they fell far short as permanent fortified homes for hundreds of men, women, and

children. Among their many issues: poor lighting, stagnant ventilation, no beds,ex) tabl

dirty or absent water supplies, and lack of either windows or mosquito néttigor air

flow made summers miserable, lack of heating made winters &Rfthe dismal

environs and lack of illumination created a haven for mould and vermin, not to mention

the psychological effect. Goals of civilizing recruits behaviour went uredfés they

found themselves eating and sleeping on the dirt of the patio, and they had to buy their

own sleeping mat to ward off the chill at night. At times the chill prompted soldiers

light a fire despite the dangers of nearby powder magazines or flammiziers***

Exposure to mosquitoes made for sleepless nights at best, and in some climadgels als

to anopheles-induced malaff&.Similarly, Yellow Fever continued to take its toll,

between 1883 and 1885 killing 581 men in the port garri§&i@uite simply, the

convents converted to barracks were not modern, healthy, or pleasant—but their worst

fault was poor supply and quality of water.

139 Felipe AngelesRevista del Ejército y Marina908, 228.

140 Ortiz Rubio, 17.

141 AGN, CMDF Caja 319 ep-a Ramiro Alvado: troops méidks in barracks twice near powder magazine.
142 Reyes to PD, 1/6/1904, CDX BR, carpeta 35, do®66®squito nets used vs fiebre amarillo.

143 Memorias1886, Doc. 82, signed E. Cacho, 3/3/1886: for VieradVlazatlan, Tepic, and Tampico

alone.
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Water shortage presented a ubiquitous complaint of medical officers, thirsty
garrisons, and neighbouring civilians alike. For many units, especiallyrgasatn
drinking water remained in short supply. On this issue the barracks often claghed wit
local communities. The residents near Santiago Tlatelolco barracks cordfidiedy to
the city government about the cavalry regiment’s overuse of the neighbourhoarfsunt
as well as the demolition of parts of the fountain to help rebuild a wall in their
barracks:** Nearly every garrison in Mexico City petitioned the municipal government
for better water supplies. Like other residents, they had to apply and payfgearly
merced a grant allowing them to take a certain amount of water from the City stipply
The usual amount frequently failed to meet the requirements that hygienistsfosl|
since per man allotments still only accounted for soldiers, and not their faorilie
animals, and not for bathing or laundry. Taken together, water quality ailments
incapacitated 20-50 % of ill soldiers, and represented a possible vector foetii®mf
of civilian populations as well. Medical officers, with resulting public support, glishe
engineers to improve potable supplies as part of the new modern society, but wite mea
results.

Attempts to repair water pipes, dig wells, and pave streets came sloaryinev
the Federal District, and more remote areas waited even longer.doocalunities
expressed concerns about the spread of disease from barracks, and officeds see

especially bothered by reports of soldaderas and their children contrapting?

144 Originarios del pueblo to Sr. Pres. de Ayuntantief/10/1878, AHDF, Ayutamiento del Gobierno
D.F., Vol. 1312, Exp. 453, 461.

145The merced represented a set quantity in litersrreute, measured by a standard bronze tube.
146 cPD on women and kids and typhus
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Secretary of War Felipe Berriozébal used common fears to threateatytgevernment
in 1897, declaring that the lack of water in the barracks must be mended witheatbhast
prevent a typhoid epidemic among troops, and thereby among all the inhabitants of the
Capital'*’ The City said that their four square meters of water was sufficient, and denie
any more, but the complaints continued for years. The barracks of the Militacg,Poli
with 150 men and 100 horses, were unable to wash daily, and the Seventh Regiment used
horse toughs for bathing and drinking of both man and ntétirfhe First Battalion had
faced over a year of inconstant water in 1878, and had resorted to taking enough for
drinking directly from the Cathedraf?

The result: filthy soldiers at best, diseased at worst. Medical repoirtgegtious
diseases indicate that compared to civilians, a soldier was somevehdtdbsto
contract fatal typhus (1.2:1.3). The barracks nonetheless took a toll, and militahadhe
roughly twice the rate of death from tuberculosis than did their civilian courtterpar
(7.6:3.3). Because tuberculosis had lower absolute fatality, military doctorsdocois
the typhoid issue—not surprisingly, they once again concluded that the blame for disease
in the barracks came from soldadef&%As with syphilis, the arguments of typhus
prophylaxis insisted, to the point of frenzy, that women’s promiscuity resulted in-lowe

class unhygienic threats to the soldiers and the community. Again like syphilis, the

147 Felipe Berriozabal to Ayuntamiento DF 5/14/97, AFlByutamiento del Gobierno D.F., Vol. 34, Exp.
92.

148 Cdte. Luis Figueroa, 10/9/1900, AHDF Ayutamien& @obierno D.F., Vol. 34, Exp. 153.

149 Jefe de 1 Battalion to Fomento to Ayuntamientd2(878, AHDF Ayutamiento del Gobierno D.F.,
Vol. 1312, Exp. 416.

1%0 Gaceta Médico Milita(1891-93), 326-9; on civilian rates, Agostini, 67.
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treatment did more harm than the disease, as typhoid sufferers receivedtamiofe
strychnine™!

Poor quality of water also aggravated disorders of the gastrointestinahiact a
resulted in one of the most common causes of hospitalization and death during the
Porfiriato. Hundreds of soldiers already afflicted with syphilitic dgenadded to the
thousands more for whom bad water had inflamed or aggravated stomach issues.
Dysentery and enteritis afflicted enormous numbers of soldiers and civili#imes i
capital, and annual flooding led to periods of higher disease rates. Many soigighg
leery of their water, attempted to drink only beer or pulgue. Lack of sewaljgef®ci
made stomach ailments nightmarish, and the city of Mexico became renowitsd for
reek. For medical staff, the stinginess of civilian officials preventedepnwpter
supplies, and the refusal to dig artesian wells seemed a greedyploy.

Even when military units had sufficient water, other problems arose. From the
Sixth Battalion in Yucatan in 1902, Victoriano Huerta wrote to the Secretary ioffiata
he could not convince his soldiers to wash their faces; in fact, he claimed thadigisssol
were, for some mysterious reason, afraid to d6$0ther units, presumably less afraid
of water, still complained of their dirty conditions and the omnipresent lice. For
hygienists, the filth of this sort was concomitant with lower-class behaviouhand t

absent morality and social diseases. Lack of washing represented both a sgmgtom

1 Gaceta Médico Milita(1891-93), 328; strychnine is a potent poisor, taa cause convulsions,
paranoia, and respiratory failure.

152 Johns, 43-46; AGN, Gob. s/s, Salubridad, Cajacs@il 4, 1906, “Informes” for January and June,
1906.

153 Victoriano Huerta to Bernardo Reyes, 3/31/02, CBX Carpeta 34, Doc 6741.
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cause for the problems they associated with what they called the lifoodel, the anti-
hygienic.

Adding to the problems of water supply, sewage treatment at many barracks
presented a considerable issue, one made worse by the daily eviction ofiéloes.
For hours each day, the soldiers’ wives and children were homeless, wandering the
nearby streets while the barracks did its daily business. Unfortunately,aresasyalso
lacked any public facilities. In 1870, neighbours of the San José de la Gracikdarrac
complained to the City government about soldaderas’ abuses against health and public
morality.** They claimed that the women left the sidewalks covered in fecal materials
turning their corner of the street into a veritable dung heap. The deposits, soliguahd li
produced an awful stench and a public disgrace. In this incident, perhaps the most blatant
irruption of barracks into street, the connections between class, hygienegatitym
once again focused public scrutiny on soldaderas as the embodiment of obstacles to

modernity.

The Vida Desordenada

Environmental and sexual factors aside, the health of the soldier degraded at his
own hands. The contraband that men obtained, much of it smuggled into barracks by the
women, brought soldiers’ new opportunities to harm their health and repufatidre
soldadera acted as a vivandiére, providing the things of life for relativelly grice.

Among these items, she brought and sold cigarettes, marijuana, pulque, aguardiente, and

134 Inspector de Cuartel #11 to Gobierno D.F., 7/2200$\HDF Ayutamiento del Gobierno D.F., Vol.
3669 Exp. 98.
155 ynn, 138:Tropa Vieja 41; Van Creveld, 94.
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on occasion even opium. Drugs, tobacco, and alcohol presented bored and desperate men
with the means to escape the confinements of routine barrack® Tifee life of disorder
that concerned the hygienists and writers of the day associated the habisciindgof
lower classes, the pelados or Iéperos, with their lack of Darwinistic fietsmbdern
nation. The gente decente’s preoccupations aside, the men and women of the barracks
continued to intoxicate themselves as a normal and comforting custom. That these
behaviours spilled regularly into streets from the supposedly sealed barrackd e
to popular disdain of the army.

For the military, repressing these habits represented a class issienddinaic
issue of alcoholism, for example, applied for the lower class who could not help
themselves, the middle class who should know better, and the upper class for their tragic
disease. Thus, the poor were animals because they were poor, the middle elements
needed better education, and the wealthy needed more discretion to hide their sad
condition®® Efforts to have soldiers in the barracks become civilized individuals
represented a grave disappointment, and to some degree officers simply gave yp on trul
impeding the flow of contraband into the barracks. Nor were young sub-lieutenants
lieutenants well suited to the task; as mentioned earlier, by night maey teagnter the
darker spaces of the barracks and few officers had sufficient nerve to imiadiee

intention of seizing intoxicants from rowdy soldiers.

16 Aponte, 49.

1571 ey penal militar 1897, Tit. 2, Cap.1, on “embriagues”; Art. 236924n drinking; Art. 238, officers in
uniform to get three to six months arrest. Art. 388geants or cabos, with habitual drinking sergdmneith
“destitucion de empleo.”; officers drinking in uorfm faced public censure as well, see “Oficialetasn
cantinas,El Diario del Hogar(April 29, 1903), 24.



142

There also existed some rationales for allowing soldiers access ta@anttsi
provided that it was intermittent and either supervised or kept hidden behind garrison
walls. Drinking in the barracks helped to ease tensions, if done in moderation, allowing
men and women a space to relax and enjoy their otherwise hard lives. Thé&usctian
of alcohol helped reduce desertions, making life in the army a bit less onerousaand al
siphoning away some of the cash a would-be deserter might use for his gétagvay
intoxication also represented an important rite of passage; in many nslystems the
tradition of the “blow-out” was considered necessary to foster a sense of tajghnes
masculinity, and group solidarity® Bonding over booze was as old a custom among
soldiers as was bragging about it later. In the case of the Porfirianksartze
community ties built by heavy drinking brought together soldiers, NCOs, subalt
officers, and soldaderas. All the same, alcoholism presented societyseitiows
problem.

Alcoholism became a prime concern of hygienic and scientific officials dthiang
Porfiriato, and this applied with special power in the military. As a problemgsit wa
certainly nothing new>® But a new and scientific discourse on alcoholism corresponded
with increased surveillance on the civilizing bodies of the army. Proscripgfons
drunkenness led officials to bring regulations and punishments to bear against the vices

of theebrio, or habitual drunkar®f® Among officers, drunkenness was a matter of

138 paul HigateMilitary Masculinities: Identity and the Staf@Vestport, Conn.: Praeger, 2003), 22, 26; on
Mexico see Toxqui, 69, 70, 113.

139 see William TaylorPrinking, Homicide, and Rebellion in Colonial Meait Villages(Stanford:

Stanford University Press, 1979), passim; Pablodig “No es posible cerrar los ojos,"Hi&bitos ed.
Pérez Montfort et al., 75-142; Toxqui, passim.

10 “Embriaguez,”Derecho Militar (May 4, 1895), 1-2.
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shame—public appearance was the primary concern. In the ranks, by conwhstjsait
andescandalaepresented the normal state of affairs. The men drank hard and often, and
the women with them. Women smuggled in most of the alcohol, indeed the term
vivandera from vivandiére was often synonymous with smuggler in contemporary
lexicons, relating the vender to her means. Hollowed loaves, soup pots, and concealed
wineskins brought the full range of brews into the barracks: sotol, pulque, beer,
aguardiente, charanda, and of course, tequilas.

Drinking to excess was not, in itself, the problem. Rather, alcohol abuse only
appeared officially as a problem under certain circumstances such as fights)
public spectacles, or the undermining of military functions. In all casesidla¢ion of
the dignity and morality of the ideal soldier, as much as his physical weHgrat, the
root of chastisements for inebriated troops.

Drunken brawling in the barracks occurred with routine frequency. Aponte
remarked on the appearance of troops cut up and bloody, with knives still in hand and
alcohol on their breath. He did not concern himself with the event, other than
commenting that the officers of that garrison lacked the judicial knowledge to deal
properly with their troops—the knife fight did not otherwise surprisefitrtn personnel
files, the great frequency of minor charges for wounding or assaulting be&ies up t
general rough nature of garrison life, and the majority of these cas#fscsig mention

drunkenness, suggesting that responsibility for violence was mitigatddhol®?

181 Aponte, 78.
162 AGN CMDF Fondo Guerra y Marina, expedientes peakes) passim.
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Accidents suffered by drunken soldiers, strangely enough, received official
concern and investigation. For example, the death of soldier Timoteo Cisneros
occasioned a full inquiry after a wall trestle crushed his skull while hengbsated on
pulque'® In another case, a drunken soldier fell and cut open his head in the street near
his Mexico City barracks. It is remarkable that such an ordinary occursbona&l gain
the attention of military authorities, but Felipe Martinez’s case gextkaatull report all
the way up the hierarchy to the regional commantfaihat truly seemed to concern the
army, it seemed, was when the dregs of the barracks spilled into nearby ctigsnuni

Numerous accounts of drunken soldiers of all ranks and branches in the streets,
gave evidence of civilian prejudice and barracks leakage alike. Despits &ff@eep
soldiers locked away in barracks, reports of alcohol related crimes maeiar iholv the
military frequently spilled into the community. The cantinas and pulquerias and the
products brought out the worst side of the soldiers. It seems that after three months
seclusion, soldiers had increasing opportunities to spend evenings out, espettially wi
junior officers who had similar habits. These expeditions did not receive offatiak;
rather they appear in records only in the context of other events or complaints. For
example, two NCOs out on the town were nearly trampled by a carriage in a narrow
alleyway and saved themselves only by striking the lead horse. Unfortunagely, t

carriage driver was their Major and they were forced to prove that they were not

183 AGN, CMDF Caja 335 ep-c, Timoteo Cisneros: in hegof 1898, suffered a blow to the head while
drinking pulque.

164 AGN, CMDF Caja 360 ep-n Soldado Musico, 12 Regtige Martinez, Wednesday 7/6/98: fell drunk
on head in street.
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drunkenly attacking him in a counsel of W&t Although technically prohibited from
unescorted excursions, these and numerous other reports indicated that troops had some
access to the streets.

The issue of fraternization particularly worried senior staff. Junior officar
numerous occasions faced charges for taking their men to local bars in the evening
taking advantage of the opportunity to have a few drinks while also ingratiating
themselves with the troop®’ In one case, a recently promoted officer went drinking with
his sergeant, and when confronted by police for his rude public behaviour, gave them a
false name and instigated a fight Some officers went further; one captain received
complaints because the cantina he opened within the barracks had unfairly higfprice

Since soldiers represented a potentially lucrative market, cantinas tended to
proliferate in the same areas as barracks, and this brought inebriated trodps into t
awareness of the local communify.Conflicts rose between soldiers and civilians, as in
the case of José Millan who, in a drunken rage, refused to pay his bill in a cantina, beat
up the owner, and fought the arresting police officét&ighting with police seemed

almost a tradition. In 1898, two inebriated soldiers kept arresting officers aybay

185 AGN, CMDF Caja 330 Mayor Agustin Camacho y ArraJoies 2/17/1891.

1% Two examples: AGN, CMDF Caja 357 ep-m, Subtnt.oli Manzano, Tuesday 1//7/79: with troops in
pulqueria; AGN, CMDF Caja 368 ep-r, Subtnt™ B, Jesus Rivas, Monday 1/6/79: in pulqueria with
troops.

167 AGN, CMDF Caja 335 ep-c, Subtnt. Cleofas Cérdavith Sgt Antonio Quinines drunk in street,
claims to police that he is Manuel Gonzalez, reggily month sentence in Prision Militar de Santiago.

188 Geronimo Trevifio to PD, 3/8/1891, CPD Leg 16 (aj@oc 3064-66: captain opened a cantina for the
detachment.

189 For example, Frias, 8: reports the presence ahtira directly across from Peralvillo Barracksxduoi,
198: provides map of 570 pulquerias in downtowMekico City.

10 AGN, CMDF Caja 359 ep-m, Soldado José Millan, 11898.
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throwing rocks at therh’* In another instance, a soldier with nearby family began a
lengthy brawl with a local storeowner, and with responding policemen, that eventually
ended up in an uneasy siege of his barracks and a showdown between civil and military
authoritiest’? The reputation of the army as hard-drinking and riotous was well-
entrenched, so much so that the rare unit that did not cause problems would be
specifically noted for their moralit}/> Despite the seriousness of the alcohol issue,

troops continued to receive a shot of hard liquor in the morning, and officers continued to
lace their coffees with tequifd* Public censure instead focused on the Dofia Juanita, the
toasted tortilla, thehupitc—marijuana.

Marijuana represented a drug most uniquely associated with the Mexican army,
by both press accounts and popular opinions. This, as other contraband, entered the
barracks in sometimes clever ways. Women concealed it in clothes, in food, and in their
hair. Soldiers concealed it in hat bands and belts, and musicians commonly hid it inside
their instruments. As with other elements, the officers attempted to preventrédace.

In 1900, one commander ordered scrupulous inspection of all incoming women to
prevent their trafficking in the dangerous herb to soldi€€onsidered in the press as
the scourge of the troops, marijuana use was associated chiefly with barrackdhand w

prisons, blending the two spaces in popular conceptforhe use of the drug,

"L AGN, CMDF Caja 360 ep-n, Soldados Porfirio L6pad Severiano Marin, Monday 7/4/1898.

172 A\GN, CMDF Caja 355, ep-l Alf. Genaro Lozero, 2/P284.

173 etter from Sociedad de agricultores de San Ma#&@®N, Gob. s/s, Caja 362 exp. 1, 6/22/93:
specifically comments on how the soldiers (as opdde one officer) are moral and only rarely inetaw
1 Erfas, 21: on lacing coffee with tequila; othguass are endemic to CMDF records and newspapers.
5 «y/jgilancia en los cuarteles|’a patria (Thursday, March 1 1900), 2.

178 |saac Campos-Costero, “Marijuana, Madness, andelhity in Global Mexico, 1545-1920" (Ph.D.
Diss.: Harvard University, 2006), 222,237; on smumggseeTropa Vieja 78.
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nonetheless, long preceded the Porfiriato, and early corridos associajadmaawith

the infamous Antonio Lépez de Santa Ana, among otfiéfhe sale and use of
marijuana, as with many drugs, only became illegal in 1884 in Mexico. Extraordinaril
cheap in the street markets, it could be purchased for as little as fiftyaeptr
kilogram!’® Particularly after it became illegal, it represented a lucrativencodity for
those with access to barracks or prisons, and soldaderas sold it with a heaupmark-
usually around ten centavos for a single cigarétte.

Public perceptions painted the marihuanero in the press as a dangerous figure, fa
worse than mere drunks. For example, three men and three women began a brawl in front
of the pulqueria “La Montafia Rusa” in 1895. The difficulty the police had in subduing
them was attributed to one man who had apparently been smoking marijuana, and
become insane from 1° Two months later the same paper blamed a brutal attack on a
sergeant by a soldier, who gave him blows to the head with a rock, and insisted ¢he caus
of the outburst was marijuafi. In the 21st Battalion five years later, a different paper
reported how two soldiers, intoxicated on marijuana, had slain a comrade in the barracks
and now faced the death penalty. They reported that the drug had made the men lose
control of their faculties®* The same paper commented outright that just as thieves were

a lesser evil compared to murderers, rowdy drunks were less dangerousitij@anian

" Habitos 186.

" Habitos 187-8.

9 Tropa Vieja 70; La Patria (Sunday December 16, 1894), 3.

180«Escandalo y agresion a la polici&!’Nacional(Wednesday Sept. 25, 1895), 3.
1814Otro delito militar,” El Nacional(Wednesday Oct. 28, 1895), 3.

182«E| drama en 21Batallon’a Patria (Thursday Oct. 25, 1900), 3.
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smokers® This seemed true if press reports could be believed. In 1902, a woman
screaming in the streets attracted the attention of pedestrians and pgwictifed that

a nearby man had stolen from her, and accompanied the police and unlucky man to the
precinct. Upon further questioning, she revealed with perfect calm that the chan ha
robbed her of her soul, and doctors determined she was afflicted by marijuanaesche pr
also saw the drug in more cosmopolitan light, if still a danger. In an 1895 article, the
author compares it to Baudelaire’s descriptions of hashish. He claimed thathehile
coarse smoking soldier could not express the experience with French eloquence, the
nonetheless became somewhat Oriental in a dishevelled manner. He continues in a
sarcastic tone to describe their harem of young poor girls that then bevaived with

such mert®* The popular marijuana user thus emerged as insane, psychotic, vulgar, and
violent.

This vision accorded with what some military officers wrote. The pernicious
influence they attributed to the drug, exacerbated by alcohol, raisedogiraserns about
morality and discipline at least, and about crazed violence at #dkandragon
claimed that it dominated men, ruined their minds, and made their limbs‘#eak.

Urquizo pointed to the marijuana smoker as the last stage of military daggtfé In

one of his tales, when a group of soldiers encountered a witch they sent in an ugly

18 «Escarceos,La Patria (Friday, Dec. 21, 1900), 1.

184«Fyegos Fatuos El Nacional(Friday, Dec. 5, 1895), 1.

18 Two examples: Alcalde to Gobernador, AGN, Goh.GAja 760 exp.3, 12/30/03: government has not
made jail a school of morality because soldienohice gambling, and marijuana; AGN, CMDF Caja 360
ep-n Soldado 16B, Cruz Sira 5/28/98, very pernicious behaviouwrsase continuously drunk on
aguardiente and bringing his marijuana into barsack

1% Mondragoén, 11.

187 Urquizo, “Juan soldado,” 49.



149

corporal because he might be a brujo too, or at least a marihuanero—suggesting that he
was expendable. She turned him into a rooster for his troubles, and the other soldiers fled,
one marijuana-smoker fewer in numb&Aponte described a more serious drug
encounter where a hallucinating soldier on Dofia Juanita saw an ocean scene and
attempted to swim on the floor. He then imagined himself a condor and madly threw
himself against walls trying to fly. To Aponte’s shock, the officers beat timesenzerely,
put him in a cold bath, and left him to sober in a cotfifeFhe medical establishment in
the army was scarcely better informed, and wrote nothing about marijuana until 1898,
when they simply said that it seemed to have harmful effects similar tatoBac

The troops themselves had a somewhat different take on the herb, sometimes
called toasted tortilla or other nicknames. Smoking it afforded a rare opporturatsotp r
and importantly, to forget the hardships of service life, even more effectivelydbkh c
be accomplished with alcohol alone. In the words of one, the freeing little herb was the
consolation of the imprisoned, the eraser of miseries, and the music of th€ Hért.
compatriot described his experience as a descent into deafness and blindness to the
mundane world, with senses suddenly sharpening to take in colours and sounds he had
not noticed, and a profound feeling of wellbeing. His thoughts turned to sex, to far off
family, and even to politics, flitting from topic to topi&. The experience, in short, fit far

better with clinical descriptions of the effects of cannabis. Nonetheless, vdtenetied

18 Urquizo, “Una historia de brujas,” 60.

189 Aponte, 81.

19 Gaceta Médico Militar 1898, cited iHabitos
¥ Tropa Vieja,70.

2 Tropa Vieja,71-2.
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intoxicated by his officer and NCOs, they beat him and made him run around the patio
until he sweated the drug out of his system.

So how then to explain the markedly different perceptions of marijuana between
press and participants? The relatively mild symptoms of normal cannabis intike ma
closely with descriptions by the soldiers. Those engaged in the panicked discourse of
drug fiends in the streets either spoke of a different drug entirely or easejéor
effect. The likeliest explanation would be that normal usage escaped notice, but
occasionally users either had pre-existing mental conditions, or encounteltedaeid
drugs laced with a hallucinogen such as opium, psilocybin, or peyote. The resultant
hallucinations, psychoses, and paranoia could produce the kinds of episodes newspapers
reported. While many scientists deemed marijuana a minor nuisance, if onelyrfeee
soldiers, in this case moral outrage by the gente decente trumped medial.opini

Tobacco, although contraband, entered barracks most easily. Smoking was only
mildly discouraged despite contemporary studies that argued for its Haims. second
opinion, Doctor Alberto Escobar even felt that tobacco, if taken with coffee, was
perfectly acceptabl€” Although some certainly died from tobacco use, smoking was a
normal practicé® The long history of smoking and its prevalence in village and rural
life meant that smoking did not become a soldier’s bond to service, as it had been in the
French military. Eugen Weber argued that the French soldier-citizenhisfteonscripted

service, left the army with a newfound habit that set him apart from villkegand a

193«E| abuso del tabacoGaceta Médico Milita1889-1893), 20-21.

194 EscobarHigeine 144, 153.

19 Although suggested by rates of lung disordersptig specific death | discovered was AGN, CMDF
Caja 374 ep-t, Cpt. Ygnacio Tirado 7/21/82: diemirfrtobacco use.
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sense of solidarity that built on the imagined reality of nationddtBly contrast, it
excited little comment by either Mexican officers or society. Perhagsroits
resemblance to marijuana did it ever evoke any public reaction whatsoever.

Indeed, tobacco regularly was given to soldiers as a reward for good behaviour or
to mark festival day8’” Ordinary brands of cheap cigarettes were accounted part of a
soldier’'s daily expenses, indicating that smoking was endemic and as ngesgsalish
or other daily trifles paid for by the army? Nonetheless, soldiers did appreciate the gift
of cigarettes on days such as September 15, and commented favourably when they
received better brands such as Tabaco del Tigre, or Canel&Buseems that as an
accepted vice smoking provided an exception to proscriptions on the disordered life, and

belonged to the realm of sociability and leisure.

Fun and Games
The sense of danger and degradation in the barracks does not describe the full

range of life or social experience. Card games, sports, theatre, mugicparahades
afforded alternatives to less acceptable behaviours. Simply drinking anchgntegki

men with attention and hands to spare for other activities. Leisure was an impartant

of life and one that revealed much about individual and group views of community. Their
choices for fun and entertainment, though significant in their own rights, also aeveal
sense of social unity, of fatalism, and of resistance to military dictatefuttn

solidarity in ways that sometimes countered official aspirations foiptise.

1% Eugen Weber, 292-303.

" Tropa Vieja,37, 82.

1% Tobacco was cheap, Mondragén, 37: recommendsa@assitiay for tobacco and soap etc.
199 Tropa Vieja,82.
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The lack of appropriate troop entertainments was a concern for a number of
reasons. Captain Rodolfo Casillas, after a three-year mission to FgrtrRite U.S.,
made a lengthy report for tiRevista de Ejército y Marina 1910?°° Comparing the two
armies, he argued that Mexican soldiers absolutely lacked basic headltagtdiss,
which he felt would mitigate the monotony that troops routinely sufféfe@ports
appeared as the ideal type of leisure activity that might counter whettehieed to as the
ennui and sadness of barracks life. Casillas recommended that the army impiasesprac
that would instil a taste for activity in the recruits. This could include passigeaifsur
such as watching movies, circuses, theatre, and bullfights. Other thanghehkatt
suggested that these shows could come to the barracks, and would also represent a
properly national entertainment. His report also highly recommended increasédthge
for soldiers, expanding on the usual practice of leaves on Sunday or festivals, and noted
that U.S. soldiers were allowed to spend nights at home with their familieBy Fnea
pointed out that the U.S. military provided shops, billiards, swimming pools, gyms,
libraries, and dances to their troops, and had a correspondingly better record of morale
and low desertion. In particular, he claimed that sports contributed to health and
solidarity; the U.S. army encouraged participation in boxing, basketball, baseball,
football, polo, and track events. While some of these did not fit Mexican tastesa€ssill
hope was that increasing opportunities to play organized sports would vent soldiers’

frustrations and build teamwofR Perhaps too late, perhaps too expensive, the army did

20 Capt. Rodolfo Casillas, "Vida Del Soldado AmerigarRevista Del Ejército y Maringdune 1910), 36-
21 Interview of Rodolfo Casillas (by Alexis Arroyo9@1, Instituto Mora and INAH, PHO1/104).

22 Casillas, “Vida,"40-1; Shilling, 166: on sports versus violence; daid. Frey and D. Stanley Eitzen,
“Sports and Society Annual Review of Sociolody (1991), 503-522.
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not implement sports programs although they had been slowly providing more spectator
entertainments and leave time.

Soldiers did enjoy supervised leave on occasion, and as discussed earlier, also
managed to exit barracks on their own at times. Officially, granting lgavdrancg
was the prerogative of an officer of the week who had limited discretiorote sdildiers
out into streets. Those who abused this power went before superiors on &ffakges.
certain balance proved necessary; too many leaves was permissive, undiermine
discipline, and facilitated desertions, while too few would hurt morale and encourage
desertion attempts. Still, soldiers and their barracks families did speahtiotal
communities, if generally escorted by officers. Those considered trudtieers
(soldados de confianyafter three years service were allowed out without supervision at
times, provided they returned to the garrison by a certain hour. Thes®sadcti
excursions usually occurred on Sundays, as opposed to the individual drinking binges or
clandestine escapes.

The public spectacle of marching through towns and cities representediar way
the military to manage and control the ideal separation between barracksatsl str
Troops out in public took the chance to stroll through markets, to shop, and to loiter.
Sugar cane and oranges seem to have been common cheap purchases, although some less
legitimate treats undoubtedly were also bodgh€ontrolled and supervised, the troops
could present civilians an unthreatening and orchestrated image, makingnyhee ar

normal part of public space without rigid formality. Soldiers did feel themselne

203 AGN, CMDF Caja 351 ep-h, Tnt. Jorge Holzinger,/88l
24 Tropa Vieja,54.
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display, and some bemoaned the state of uniforms or shoes that lacked what they
envisioned as properly modern or prosperous appeafatbieey also took this
opportunity to relax with soldaderas, and to announce partnerships to public and to
comrades by handholding during Sunday strolls.

Long before Casillas’s report, these afternoons sometimes included attending a
bullfight. Advertisements suggested an oddly patronizing and perhaps educatigrtelem
to this practice; bullrings offered half-price tickets for children andrémps in
formation, meaning under supervision of officEfsAs Casillas later suggested, these
shows entailed a national practice, perhaps one that would make indigenous conscripts
more Mexican. The Porfirian elite also made attempts to ban blood-sports as too
primitive or barbaric for a modern, Europe-like nation, and so, at least in Mexigo Cit
the opportunity to see bullfights would be curtaitédn any case, much of the soldier’s
free time would occur inside the barracks’ walls, compared to these other neore ra
excursions.

Gaming with cards and dice was a favourite activity in garrisons througieut
Republic. Soldiers and officers alike played, in their own separate games eexsl pla
women seem to have rarely joined in. As opportunities to gamble, these gamesl r@quire
bit of money and either the forty card Spanish déekajo) or a set of bone dic®® The
age old practice of gambling among soldiers forged friendships and raise@sivalre

appeals of the games, at least at low stakes, included the relaxed sac@gfaetalking

295 Interview of Trinidad Vega (by Ximena Sepulved@/20/73, Instituto Mora and INAH, PHO 1/126).
2% Tropa Vieja,54.

27william H. BeezleyJudas at the Jockey Club and Other Episodes ofifiarViexico2nd ed.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2004), 16-1

208 For specific games and meaning see Toxqui, 114 Irba Vieja,67.
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and bonding, the possibility to occasionally feel lucky, and the simple, fun, fillirtjeof
hours. Yet the higher risk aspects of a high stakes game also created both more
excitement and more conflicts.

The exchange of money, goods, or debts among soldiers could lead to theft and
violence, and, officially, the military discouraged it. Officers and remna could not
easily prevent gambling, given the difficult of ascertaining at a dis@ficendly game
from one with stakes. Furthermore, the officers were among the wonstiefte
themselves, often too busy gambling and drinking to effectively police their own’troops
behaviour$®® For the most part, soldiers had too little money to get into much trouble,
and perhaps, better judgement than the army credited them. Relatively fgascbiar
complaints appear in the records in comparison with the sheer numbers who played
everyday without problems. Still, some did stray. Men who lost too much became
desperate, and numerous anecdotes connect a criminal reaction with the msfortune
caused by lady luck. At other times, fortune favoured the prepared, and account$ war
playing dice against the wily veterans of the army who came with loadedrliccard
tricks ?° When all else failed, song was free.

Music filled the Porfirian barracks by night. As tunes spilled into streets
neighbours recalled hearing and enjoying army baHdghe military bands also

frequently performed for the public in arranged venues, but they were equallygeady

299 Frias, 113, 140

20 yrquizo, “De la Vida militar,” 49.

2 Interview of Fausto Becerril (by Eugenia Meyer749Instituto Mora and INAH, PHO1/61): recalls
listening to the music of the Barracks across ftloiefonso, in downtown Mexico City
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accompany soldiers for less stilted material, chiefly corrifos/hether with instruments
or not, men sang in evenings and free times in garrison or on campaign. Their sad songs
of tragedy and betrayal, of bandits and bullfighters, brought the outside world injto arm
life.?** The music of lower-classes represented their stylistic taste, smtieltl deeper
social meanings as they channelled rage and hostility into group solfdariyf.course,
there were occasional critics; one officer locked his band in a room and shot tgethei
as a dance lessdfT. But the songs that gave men and women the taste of home was
enough reason to sing in itself. They were an acceptable way to expregssmotvent
loneliness, and were an important measure of cultural capital—every ungddaegjood
singer. And more, in the repertoire certain songs held special appeal apdkeyto
military life, and significantly, challenged it through subversive lyaind subtle
mockeries.

One such song was “De los indios Mayas del 28 Batallén” from around?1000.
The song purports to tell the story of General Ignacio Bravo’s defeat bfape
uprising at Santa Cruz de Chemal (see chapter 3, lyrics in Appendix 2). Ibdssbe
soldiers and their victory that destroyed the indigenous enemy. A closer readiag of t
lyrics reveals a message of resistance and subversion of militaryvearidte song
played on the idea that the soldiers, rather than the Maya, were the protagbans of

the corrido. It described them as cannon fodder, and suggested their slyness through

22 For example, see official repertoire of"Battalion: AGN, CMDF Caja 323 ep-a, Cpt. Santiago
Avadafio.

3 Erias, 39, 114.

Z4E P. Thompson, 485: speaking of rough music, Isat af popular or lower-class music more generally,
he points out that it often channels rage and litggtiat is felt to towards conditions of life.

215 AGN, CMDF Caja 95 ep-d, Cpt. Luis Delgado 3/2/®%fr cafionazos a banda.”

%1% 5ee Appendix for lyrics; from Mendoza, 21-23.
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wordplay. The good but poorly forged soldiers became the Indians dying of fidjht a
screaming “no more.” The song referred to their burnt fields, the homes the: hacr

left behind. It mourned the warfare as the soldier yearns to leave all Iteilaimsl and
move overseas instead of seeing the Hell all around him. Snidely commenting on
officers, the corrido explained how one was shot in the brain to no effect, but he died
anyways. It ended with a veiled criticism of General Bravo, saying kde tha Indians
run but not specifying which Indians this meant.

Other corridos took up the same theme, including “De los Tomochis,” that
referred to battle against millenarians in the town of TomdZhithe lyrics spoke, once
again, of fighting against Indians, even though the uprising was by mestizos.nEyus, t
could build on the theme of the indigenous soldier, even in an apparently patriotic song.
This corrido also made an oblique reference to executions. The Indians died fighting i
twos and threes, shot down. Other corridos made note of the heroic and preferred tragic
death, an execution with three shots to the heart and two to the head. With this twist, the
Indians of Tomochic, actually federal conscripts, faced heroic executidms catse of
God over government. Clearly, the lyrics ran counter to the official miltamative of
the campaign.

The importance of music in barracks also appeared in the corridos themselves, as
in the song “Del desertor o Juan Soldado,” apparently a favourite in some garfisons.

This song told the tragic tale of a youth taken by the leva at age fifteennted@dove

27 Mendoza, 23, 24; on Tomochic see Frias, entise; Baul J. Vanderwood@he Power of God against
the Guns of Government
#8Tropa Vieja,101: singing “Juan Soldado” in barracas; lyricdiendoza, 147-150.
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his regiment, and rapidly rose to sergeant, but chose to desert to his land and his mother
Captured and abused by a mounted patrol, Juan faced execution. That his mother was
weeping becomes the repeated lyrical counterpoint to the chorus, that they ialiter
“toguen y toquen” (played and played). Music framed Juan’s experience in the army, his
mother’s sobbing interjects. The unfortunate man made his goodbyes, and was shot dead,
two in the head, three in the heart.

A final example was the corrido “De Bruno Apresa,” another tragic execution
taking place like “Juan Soldado” in the Second Regiment of Mdt&lBruno and his
sergeant both had relations with the same soldadera, but one night she brought a plate of
food to the NCO rather than the soldier. While on sentry duty, the enraged Bruno shot his
rival in the back, but accidentally also wounded his corporal. The song suggested that the
accident led to Bruno’s sentence, implying that murder of a rival would notesuFiieo
years later, the soldier died in front of a firing squad after more than sevenfshots
American impressed by his bravery offered to buy Bruno’s kepi for an enormaeus fi
pesos, intending it as a souvenir, but the captain refused to sell it. The corrido ended by
repeatedly proclaiming Bruno’s manliness. Tough, masculine, and not for sale to
foreigners, the tragic figure of the soldier struck a chord and represemigtidnsingers
envisioned their own military ideal.

Moving beyond song, conversation in myriad forms built community and filled

leisure space€? From murmurs and complaints to rumours and obscenities, troops and

219 Mendoza, 150.
2Tropa Vieja, 47.
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families formed and gave expression to their circumstaiitase barracks developed its
own language, a cant indecipherable to officers that wed a community of ptsgoin
various regions who may not otherwise have shared a common tongue. A measure of
autonomy and resistance in itself, barracks argot was significant to tlessrprof

social hierarchy within the group and mastery of cant indicated belonging and Asatus
soldiers and soldaderas gave it voice, they built their own sense of identity in the
whispers and mutters of the old ex-convento.

Outside of formations the conversations did not cease. People shared rumours and
scuttlebutt, and complained as soldiers have throughout history. They swore at one
another with the same terms favoured by NCOs, but seemingly without the ¥&ncor.
Obscenities were markers of status, claims to power, that correspondechestmote
physical means to establish hierarchy and posfidAs a class activity, cursing set aside
suspicions of over-education or pretension, and made clear ones fit within the social
strata—eloquence mattered far less than inventive imprecations. Bartacdsda
instructed new-comers.

Rites of institution include group inculcation; the Porfirian army’s fasuoe
make fully modern soldiers by day stood in stark relief to the successful peecting
by night. While love of patria and skill of arms had limited success, careerrsoldie
transmitted their tricks and dodges to the rookie with the near perfection. Olojes, tr

and in particular, veteran soldaderas, taught their new comrades how to avosl troubl

221 For examples, Frias, 12-3.

222 Frias, 397Tropa Vieja,123, 140.

223 A contemporary history on the topic, see JuliaarStan,A Cursory History of SwearingNew York:
Burt Franklin, 1968[1884]), 11-21; from coloniabedavier Villa-FloresDangerous Speech: A Social
History of Blasphemy in Colonial Mexi¢ducson: University of Arizona Press, 2006), 10-52



160

how to break regulations, how to find a partner, and all of the other norms, vices, and
trifles of army life??*

Conversation could also be a means of resistance to erode authority ané’power.
Insolence and subversions were essential elements of barracks cant. Altikfdgh N
promoted from ranks would be wise to the meanings, officers had to at least pretend
incomprehension or stoop to a lower-class status. Soldiers prided themselves on clever
wordplay that belittled their comrades and superiors, making wbwfesand double
entendre for subtlety. As an example, a dialoguerapa Viejapitted a soldier against
his corporaf?® The indigenous soldier Calequi pretended stupidity while managing to
call his interrogator a gossip, an idiot, an animal, and a bastard, in the coutkezeha

exchanges. Humour, integral to the insolence of the hidden transcript, seems also to have

been important to barracks life.

Conclusions

The darkness of the evening barracks was a matter of perspective. Music flowed
out into streets as men and women smoked, drank, gambled, sang, and talked. Itching
from vermin and aching from disease, they inoculated themselves from the digsomfor
of unhygienic and uncomfortable surroundings. They made idle conversation, they
complained, they spread rumours, and they discussed the raising of their children.

Newcomers learned the ropes, veterans told lies and stories. Latenstldsights

224 Tropa Vieja,68.

% James C. ScottVeapons of the Weak: Everyday Forms of PeasanstRese(New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1985), 289-295.

2% Tropa Vieja,98.
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over sex filled the shadows. And in the process they created a communitydbanthg
seeped out into local streets and broke the isolation of the barracks.

The unique presence of women and families in the Mexican garrisons shaped
gender relations and encouraged religious infiltration. Family centresbitiers’
experiences as a community more meaningful than the army emerged. Mitiiteigts
challenged the presence of women, as they attempted to restrict thelentuggra’s
access to men, or exposed them to hygienists who saw the soldadera as thaf carrier
disease. The women reacted, on occasion successfully cowing officers. Watilfdom
the barracks in 1925, they gave conscripts access to drugs, alcohol, and tobacco. These
vices further degraded the soldier’'s image in public forums.

As troops and families found entertainment they bonded and reinforced their
sense of community and awareness of difference from civilians. They sagres
resistance and discontent together in song, building common or customary
understandings. Ultimately, the community of the ranks represented a counttrploat
civilized soldier sought by the modern scientific nation. Custom, family, asutéeof

the barracks subverted the discipline in pursuit of the national citizen.
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CHAPTER 3
THE SUBALTERN OFFICER:

AGENTS OF CHANGE AND ENGINEERS OF NATION

“Un mal caballero no puede ser buen soldade’Antonio TovarCédigo del Dueld,
1891.

“Que México cuente con un ejército instruido, unido en ideas y aspiraciones y
noblemente educado; y no tendra ya motivos para temer por su independencia, por su
decoro y por su tranquilidad...el ejército sabra cumplir con sus deberes patridtica y
cientificamenté - Periédico Milita?

The formative years of young Fausto Becerril had inclined him to the mpilita
life—to becoming one of the officers that Porfirio Diaz set to building the modern
nation® Years later, he remembered the centre of Mexico City as a cleanyithout
beggars, trash, or disorder, where as a child he had enjoyed listening to thg bailitds
practicing in the barracks at San Yldefonso, across from his home, and idolized his fathe
who was an impoverished but proud Lieutenant of Artillery. When his time came, he
eagerly enrolled in the Military College at Chapultepec Castle. Hedattieballs and
danced with generals’ daughters, even strolling with the young ladies Gfarranza
family in the Almeida. His time at the College ended during the early Revolulien w
the victorious insurgent President Francisco Madero sent the young man intmeéxle a

still secret mission in Japan. Upon his return, Becerril directed the natwenams

factories nation and advised Joaquin Amaro on reforms to the army. Hardly typreal of t

! Antonio Tovar, Cédigo del Duelp (México: n.p., 1891).

2 «Ejército durante el pazPeriddico Militar (April 1, 1881), 120.

? Instituto Mora, INAH Proyecto de Historia Oral faéter PHO] PHO 1/61, interview with Fausto Bederri
by Eugenia Meyer, March 1974.
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junior Porfirian officers, Fausto nonetheless represented the ideal sciandifloyal
gentleman that the regime hoped would usher the nation into modernity.

The literature of nation-building abounds in “whys” but relatively littleraibn
has been paid to the “hows”—to the daily mechanisms of penetrating and managing the
peripheral regions far from a central regifria.Mexico, this was precisely the role of the
subaltern military officers of the late nineteenth-cenfukg. a corporate body and as
individuals, these young officers worked to create a nation along the liradedtby the
centralized and modernizing elites out of the numerous patrias chicas of the country.
Their education guided their efforts in ways particular to a social contebetssf and
expectations. Once deployed they represented national interests witigw@egrees of
success and in disparate manners.

Officers commanding small detachments occupied remote areas, wienad fe
troops had never been stationed and established direct connections to the national regime,
breaking down the barriers of intense localism. Their conspicuous presence and
interactions with local elites created new ties, if not always in positays wWther
officers became part of military colonies, garrisons that creat@derstitial network in
the unsettled spaces between towns. Still others, with different specisdiirdoky,
literally built the nation through engineering projects, constructing buildimgls, a

surveying territories.

* See G. M. Joseph and Daniel Nugent, digeryday Forms of State Formation: Revolution arel t
Negotiation of Rule in Modern Mexi¢Burham: Duke University Press, 1994).

® As comparison, see also Istvan De&yond Nationalism: A Social and Political Histafthe
Habsburg Officer Corps, 1848-191RBew York: Oxford University Press, 1990), 4-9 afg1189.
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The officers dedicated their careers to the Porfirian slogan of Order aneé$.og
Roughly two in three becanpeacticos(line officers) who led troops in the name of
bringing Order, while the remaindéacultativos(technical or professional officers)
laboured in the name of Progré<®Both types of servants to the Patria were agents of
change integral to constructing the nation. Their work hinged on the army'’s ability
invade, occupy, and colonize the countrySidéese tasks would be carried out under the

hand of the subaltern officer.

The Crucible of Chapultepec

The education of officers in the Military College developed a corps with both
specialized skills and social talents. The staff of the College eXplidiénded to form
not simply good soldiers, but honourable gentlemen. Indeed, no division between the two
existed in the eyes of senior officérs.

The directors of the school, serious men all, gave the institution impressive
continuity, gravitas, and prestige. One of the great strengths of the Cadiegefrom the
remarkable continuity of leadership during what some called the instisi@widen
Age. Sostenes Rocha (1880-87), Juan Villegas (1887-1900, 1903-1906), and Joaquin
Beltrdn (1900-1903, 1906-1912) headed the school for over thirty years and often

remained involved in the College when they were not actually in cA&@ges of

® Kelley, 57.

" Daniel R. HeadricksThe Tools of Empire: Technology and European Inatisrh in the Nineteenth
Century(New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 4-12.

8 Juan N. ChavarrEl Heroico Colegio Militar En La Historia De Méxiddéxico, D.F.: Libro Mex.
Editores, 1960), 16, 241.

° Miguel A. Sanchez LamegGenerales de ingenieros del Ejército Mexicano, 18214 (México: n.p,
1952), 193-197.



165

military men themselves, Rocha and Villegas had the greatest impachgnio®i
academy back into Chapultepec castle (1883), reforming its curriculum, hengjtieai
prestige of French doctrine and engineering, and energizing students with thei
charismatic leadershif}.Rocha, who had served under Santa Anna and Juérez and
against Diaz brought with him first-hand knowledge from Prussia and Parigagileas
greatly respected, and earned from students the nickname Juanote for his positive
attitudes:* Beltran, for his part, oversaw the school in years of change and upheaval
during the reforms of Secretary of War General Bernardo Reyes (1900&#20®)th
the rise of rival institutions (Escuela de Aspirantes for example). Tlagletship, in
many ways, cushioned the College from censures of the military and regyiemeafter
the fall of Diaz:*

Cadets came to the college to become proper men with modern habits and
traditional values. Military authorities envisioned these youths as a valteddurce, if
only their potential were unlocked. They recognized that the scions of the emergent
middle-classes and nouveau riche would, in the crucible of Chapultepec, meld with the
sons of the best families. This potent combination of social classes, mitiiangas, and
martial comradeship, would construct what some termed a caste or guild czpable
delivering the country into modernity.

The prospective officer-cadets faced several obstacles to acceptnee at

Military College. Limitations of resources and space kept class sizdls ssoally

19 sanchez Lamego, 81-94; Archivo General de la Nediondo Guerra y Marina, Comandancia Militar
de D.F., Expedientes Personales [hereafter AGN, EMEP], ep-r Caja 370, SOstenes Rocha.

" Sanchez Lamego, 195.

'2 Chavarri, 249, 250.

13«Boletin Militar,” Revista Militar MexicangJuly 1, 1890), 1-2.
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numbering less than 150, which improved instruction but restricted entrance. Sideen ye

old boys (or fifteen if from army families) needed to prove a basic levedwation in

mathematics, French, and Spanish in application. Letters of reference and$&tim

family, especially from mothers, flooded the desk of the president evergrfalbsitions

and scholarships in the next January to Novemberfekore often than not, these

pleas to bend regulations were denied. For example, when a Sefiora L. Zafr@a wrote

Diaz in 1880, she asked a place for her son Pepe Sanchez who lacked baptismal records.

The President replied that he could not help, the regulations at the Collegenm@ye si

too severe for him to override the generals in charge, and he apologized for his

inability.*> This type of petition in the case of poverty, youth, or missing documents

came by the hundreds. The College had extremely firm rules; even Diaz’s rieflhew

had to scramble to provide his paperwtt&imilarly, high status could not always

facilitate admission, as General Jeronimo Trevino found in trying to gaitopssor

family friends in 1884. The directors even denied General Zertuche’s son theaext

perhaps showing a measure of distrust for a rival to Diaz’s popularity in &4xac
Restrictions to entrance went beyond simple letter of the regulations. Mmtvati

other than pedagogy limited the success of applicants who did not fit with the tssal ¢

requirements set by the College. The education requirement went beyond tiseofnea

1 H.T. Reed, "The Mexican Military AcademyThe Journal of the Military Service Institut#902-1906),
811-818.

13| | zafra to PD, Jan.1880, CPD Legajo 5 Caja 10.2682-33.

18 Grl. Francisco Naranjo to PD, Jan. 82, CPD Leg@aftaja 1 Doc. 62.

7 Jeré6nimo Trevifio and PD, CPD Legajo 9 Caja 6 B@d-2; (re: Zertuche) Luis Luna Garcia and PD,
CPD Legajo 10 Caja 2 Doc. 589-5%evista Militar Mexicanaf 6/1/1890 ran an obituary on Albino
Zertuche, which highlighted his popularity and hdentirigins, as he was also a governor in Oaxaiea it
possible that Diaz felt some animosity towardszbeguche family, in any case, the refusal does seem
politically motivated. Alternately, the son may lkdvad undisclosed issues of criminality etc.
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most poor families, as their children could not attain proficiencies without $istaace
of private tutoring or Church seminary. For example, when Manuel Gardid¥ogame
a cadet he gave up on his religious education at the bidding of his family who deemed the
military better for his futuré® His futile dismay at the change of course, ignored by his
family, did not motivate him to excel as a student, and he limped through his College
years with many scandals. Ironically perhaps, it was this derailmentlieoierical life
that later motivated him to fight as a Revolutionary, attaining the rank ofajemen
army that worked hard to purge clerical elements from the nation. Finding apgopria
teachers outside the Church also limited cadet opportunities, and some forty percent
failed to pass entry exam$Given the language requirements alone, the officer classes
tended to draw men from somewhat larger urban centres rather than small teexas w
fewer opportunities to learn French existed. A typology of the usual cadet begapé¢o s
from these limits.

Students did not always arrive at the College with social polish, but they had
come with some money. The bond of sixteen pesos a month, the cost of uniforms, and the
need for stipends, set the price of schooling well beyond the reach of manys&hilie
Even for the middle classes, this could be a burden as their average incomes ranged
around eighty pesos monthly. Some families managed to raise the money through loans,
and their sons thus became an investment for whom the pressure to succeed rose

accordingly?’ Observers noted few cadets of indigenous or non-white features, a function

18 Basilias Rojasyn Gran Rebelde: Manuel Garcia VigMexico: Editorial Luz, 1965), 21-32.
' Reed, 814.

*9 Bazant, 184-5.

2 Mier de Teran to PD 3/8/85, CPD Legajo 10 Cajao6.[2831.
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in part of incomes but also of social rejection of the military as a caresrgamany in
the general populatioff.Similarly, only a handful of foreign students attended the
College; among personnel records for the central regions one finds a smadirritom
Spain, the U.S., and Germany, and one from J&p&ine vast majority of cadets came
from quite similar backgrounds, often from military families, upper-middlepper
classes, non-indigenous, and larger cities.

Once accepted the students shared in a daily regimen instantly recogmzable t
their counterparts in Europe or the United Stat&@eir daily routine of classes and
work changed little during the decades of the Porfiriato, and went from January 8 to
October 25 when field exercises began. Cadets woke at 5 a.m., bathed in the large pool,
and after breakfast and inspection they did gymnastics, fencing, and drif) amtl. This
they followed with 8 hours of study, a brief free period and supper and finally an extra
hour of study before the 9 p.m. call®ifenciomarked the end of the day. Especially
around examination time, students often studied in a guarded room until after midnight in
lieu of slee™ Meals were, by all reports excellent, although diners had to do without
proper napking® Their reading materials were, by regulation, strictly censured and
selected for moral content. Despite a rigorous schedule, students also fourtoingpare

for musical entertainment, particularly Thursday nights, and occasional basebeas

% Hardie, 1203; Janvier, 816.

23 AGN CMDF expedientes personales, passim.
4 Dedk, 85-88; Reed, 816.

* Reed, 816.

% Mexico Militar, (1900), 429.
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by 1900?" The cadets performed guard duty in barracks in eight hour shifts, but were
spared from cleaning the school by a janitorial staff.

Their courses of study reflected a mixture of traditional and novel militatyg.ski
Cadets learned updated regulations for maneuvers, for field service, and temymili
jurisprudence. They trained in the use of new technologies: telephone, telegiaaly, rai
and photography. They studied topography and military geography, and specialized in the
mathematics and sciences. French, Spanish, and English language coursegthakbong
basic run of world history and geography, composed a scant education in humanities
Students enjoyed the traditional curriculum as they honed their swimminmdgenc
marksmanship, and equestrian skiflsThese did not vary greatly from those offered at
West Point or Sandhurst, Berlin or Vierfiiahe basic skills taught reveal some of the
common assumptions and preoccupations of military leaders at the end of the rineteent
century.

The Science of Wampublished by Séstenes Rocha in 1878, illuminated much
about the goals of the College that he ably direttéte asserted that history and
geography should be offered in purely uncritical formats in order to instilbpain in a
standard, shared, way. The cadets learned rote material that focused on knowledge of
their potential enemies in classes that did not encourage political questioning or

revisionist analyses. The goals of nationalism and literacy trumped aahlyti

274 a Vida de un CadeteEl Imparcial (1/1/1907) and (1/13/1907); “EquilibriaBoletin Militar
(11/1/1899), 1.

B Kelley, 62-65.

2 Deék, 86, 87; “Projecto de escueld®evista Militar Mexicang12/1/1889), 16-20.

30 Séstenes Roch&studios sobre la ciencia de la guelidéxico: Imprenta y libreria Pablo Dupont,
1878).
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development. One reason for this, which Rocha makes clear, was to create a $ense of t
nation as homogeneous, as lacking in regional disparities that would disiracetifiole-
hearted service to the central government. Rather than a default curriculen obosf
laziness, his essays on military education indicate a rather delibedatgogecal
undermining of any lingering loyalties to the patria chica among his cadets.

The Sciencesvent on to stress a unique blend of the modern and traditional.
Innovations of technology, including optics, railways, telegraphs, cartograpt
armaments, ideally would be harnessed to an officer class committed to the \&enerabl
traditions Rocha revered He intended to mould cadets to match his public image. The
perfect cadet would be brave in battle and polished in salons, ready to face opponents
with pen or sword, and able (like Rocha, who had historically fought against Diaz) to
serve even a sworn enemy for the good of Mexico. His work went on to discuss the
importance of adapting different foreign systems into teaching and intarerOne
Spanish reader of the work concluded that Rocha’s career and thoughts clearly
demonstrated how he had brought science and wisdom to the Military CSllege.

Some historical descriptions of the Porfirian era have presented a smmplisti
division between political factions seen as scientists versus soldiers, aotegbiat fails
in light of cadets’ training and subsequent car&kEsen those who became line officers

with only four years training attained a considerable degree of educatitan,tbah most

31 sanchez Lamego, 81-94

% A. Fernandez Merino, “El General Séstenes RodRarfédico Militar Tomo | (Nov. 1879), 1-5. [Note,
republished from an unnamed Spanish periodical].

3 periodico Militar, Tomo | (2/1/1879), 3-4.

3 See for instance: Luis Gonzalez, “El liberalismartfante,” inHistoria General de MéxicGMéxico,
D.F.: Colegio de México, 2000), 652-706.
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in civilian occupations. Journalist Thomas Janvier reported that the College had laecome
prestigious institution and impressive far beyond its military education &lone.

With several languages, considerable mathematics, and a solid graspaoy milit
lore (laws, tactics, and procedures), the graduates were not the unlettezedhaut
critics of the regime derided. The military journals bear this out, as ofi€als
branches and ranks contributed articles that ranged from complex mathematics, t
editorial letters, and even on occasion, patriotic poetry. One officer, Irterfréas,
went on to great success as an author of books suamnazchic following in the
footsteps of great military authors such as Ignacio Altimir&fide technical officers
with an addition three years of specialized education break the political dichataher f
as they clearly represented a scientific, (modern) soldier. Graduates@bllege
achieved the intentions of Rocha, Beltran, and Villegas—becoming both men of the
plume and of the sword.

The education of the cadet did not end in the classroom. Mealtimes provided
students with social training, as they chatted and socialized with one another and
interacted with servants under the eyes of their instructors. Only with mlepertment
at meals as well as in classes would cadets earn approbation and liberty daySatur
evening and Sunday. For those with family or connections in Mexico City, this meeeke
respite was relatively supervis&dror others, it seems to have been an opportunity for

mischief and bad company. Cadets strutted through streets and parks in theie off-ti

% Janvier, 818.

% Heriberto FriasThe Battle of Tomochic: Memoirs of a Second Liearierirans. Barbara Jamison (New
York: Oxford University Press, 2006 [1893]).

37 Instituto Mora PHO 1/31, interview with Tnt. Cor. Eduardo Angelldsraz by Alicia Olivera, 12/8/1972,
1.
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outfitted with flashy uniforms, shining sabres, and all the restraint of atosterone-
filled teenagers. As one recalled, all the students quickly found girlfriends/m &nd
even fifty years later, for this reason he retained fond memories of hisyeads:®
Chastisement from the staff covered a great range of cadet misbehbkaiaits
in classes, fighting, contraband, lateness, or a myriad of other infractions waricame
Sunday spent without seeing one’s girl, a week of teenage misery. The wardeddfe
would even be locked in, as Victoriano Huerta found himself on numerous occHsions.
Similarly, Manual Garcia Vigil's troublesome behaviour earned him frequésntens,
and eventually expulsion for knife-fightirt§. The roughness of behaviour represented a
genuine need to earn respect; the military brother of Felipe Anigstescted him to take
all violent measures necessary to overcome the bullies that bothered him in order to
obtain the respect of his peétsSome students fell afoul of the military justice system as
if adults, with serious charges including desertions, drinking in barracks, and public
scandal with prostitute®s.
Cadets who roamed the city presented an image that foreign observers often
noted. Their European-styled uniforms and proud comportment presented a picture of

military vigour as they occupied public areas in parks and squares, young meamsf me

38 |nstituto Mora PHO 1/104, interview with Rodolfo Casillas by AlsArroyo, 3/1961, 6.

39 |nstituto Mora PHO 1/31, Angeles Meraz, 6. Huerta apparently hathaing tab at a cantina near
Peravillo named Reforma del Niagara and drank hethére, leading to numerous punishments.

“0 Basilias Rojas, 27-28.

L Instituto Mora PHO 1/31 Angeles Merez, 21.

2 Some examples, AGN, CMDF, ep-j Caja 353 SubtngeAdimenez: deserts Military College; AGN,
CMDF, ep-f Caja 342 Cpt. David de la Fuente: al¢ohim College; AGN CMDF ep-f Caja 341 Daniel de
la Fuente: with Eduardo Nieto and Enrique Mariadgbrode around in a carriage, drunk, with proitu
causing disturbance, then insulted arresting afficem letter 8/15/1890 forwarded to Dir. Col. Mil
Villegas]; for one of numerous incidents in thegme‘Noticias militares,¥anguardia(2/17/1891), 8: two
cadets dishonourably discharged for staining thboand decorum of the Military College (no furthe
explanation published).
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and army connections with class pretensions. The government celebrateddkisisma
proof of the national progress, lauding the cadets as a new generation dficcienti
learned, and professional leaders. Their “cockeyness,” as one man from theseli®das
demonstrated the cadet’s pride in their honourable profession, and in their gallant
traditions. He mused that this certainly would manifest in officers thatdwamildisgrace
their service or natioft

The social and political process of winnowing technical from practical office
surpassed the purely academic. All cadets at least occasionally metdiderria the
course of living in Chapultepec, but real access to the halls of power camiindyn
connections. Socialite parents brought their sons to balls, and to dine with other elite
families, reinforcing and extending the social networks of the wealthy dodniifl.
Thursday evenings at the College featured dance lessons as military bamohsguerf
where the cadets perfected their steps with one ari§tBere graduate recalled an
evening gathering where his father introduced him to various important persaamagjes
where he found himself dancing and conversing with the beautiful daughter of a
general®® The U.S. Consul General David Hunter Strother wrote in his diaries of his own
occasional encounters with cadets, whose deportment he found quite acé&stabtae
highest of families, the officer cadet sons had meteoric rises thougharahks

considerable special treatment.

“3 Janvier, 816-7.

* Reed, 818.

“5PHO 1/61, Becerril, 17. During the dinner, theeeld Cor. Tornel quietly died at the table.

%6 John E. Stealey lIPorte Crayon’s Mexico: David Hunter Strother’s Dies in the Early Porfirian Era,
1879-1885Kent, OH: Kent State University Press, 2006),,19B®. Strother’s son was intent on attending
West Point for his career.
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The President’s son and nephew, once through the requirements of the College,
received swift promotions and comfortable postings. Porfirio Diaz junior, in 1894
became a military attaché to the U.S., and in 1895 was commissioned in both the Special
General Staff and Military College, thus earning double the usual incomengdai8.i
dollars?®” Similarly, Félix Diaz rose from Sub-lieutenant to Lieutenant Colonel only
fourteen years after graduating, also holding positions as InspectoraCeithe Police,
Congressman, and Consul to CHfl€adets soon learned that grades alone were not all
that separated line officers in training from the specialists of the PMRgineering.

Merit counted, but patronage undermined the high standards that the College tried to
maintain. In the clearest example of this, the tutor to Porfirito wrote diegpaithat he
could not help the cadet any further, and that his position in the elite enginegiis hun
the balancé’ Despite little improvement, the student continued on without hindrance.

The difference in social prestige continued after graduation as line sffced a
far harder career arc and worse conditions than did their counterparts. On aaerage
officer of the technical branch could expect regular promotions out of subalternitevels
about ten years. By contrast, line officers often spent at least double thiStme of
these men went decades without promotf3iwithout luck or patronage, many officers

both young and old were relegated to the deposit, a holding pool for officers at half-pay

*” AGN, CMDF, ep-d Caja 95, Cpt. Porfirio Diaz.

“8 Fondo de Guerra y Marina, AGN. Estado Mayor, Exgetes Personales- Estado Mayor Presidencial
1824-1912, Caja 96 Félix Diaz.

%9 Juan Villegas and PD, 10/3/1891, CPD Legajo 1&Q&jDoc. 13303-4: a tutor (Garza) assigned to
instruct Porfirito in his house.

%0 AGN, CMDF, expedientes personales, passim; Léortivez to PD, 9/28/1880, CPD Legajo 5 Caja 7
Doc. 3464.
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awaiting deployment' The higher ranks could expect lengthy or even permanent
placement, for lowly subalterns this condition generally only lasted a fawhs

The social element of Chapultepec life had a dark undersurface. Cadetls’ soc
lives did not entirely improve through promenades and womanizing, as this on occasion
led to duels with swords or pistols over slights to their own or to a lady’s honor. One
notorious duelist José S&enz Botella, also known as “el Milord”, fought several high
profile duels>® The first pitted him against a fellow cadet, Antonio Portillo, over a girl
they both fancied. Director Villegas opposed the fight due to their youth, but General
Pacheco petitioned successfully to Diaz to allow it, arguing that if it therBresident’s
son then the issue would be clear. Having exchanged a number of pistol shots fewer than
the agreed upon ten, Portillo had an arm injury and the two boys forgave one another
fully.>® El Milord went on a year later to duel successfully against two brothers over
insults given at a ball, wounding Santos Ruiz with a sword and deliberatelgpgriiss
brother Ramon with pistol shotsCadet Rafael Saavedra had less luck or skill, and took
a serious pistol wound from his duel against Eulogia Magafa in 1892, once again in a
rivalry over a woman. Upset, the cadet’s brother Captain Angel Maria Saavedgedv
the family by killing Magafia in a subsequent difel.

Duels struck to the heart of martial traditions of masculinity. By the tinaelat

graduated the means and motives of the duel were well inculcated—a man undbestood t

>L“E| depésito,”La Vanguardia(6/6/1891), 2: for usual military attitudes to theposit.
2 Angel EscudercEl duelo en MéxicgMéxico: Imprenta Mundial, 1936), 156.

>3 Escudero, 157-8.

>* Escudero, 160.

*® Escudero, 164-165.
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stakes of honour and eagerly defended it. In practice, sixteen year old boysdtanked
another or shot guns at ever-decreasing distances.

Specialized training helped as cadets and officers benefited from marsyafour
practice in shooting and fencing. The army established high quality schools obtide sw
and sponsored foreign teachers and champions to assist. Prizes for swordpl&poam
the War Secretariat, and regimental instructors gained considerdbtefetaheir skills.

As a result, a number of military men became exceptionally able in the deadly a
Nevertheless, the reported dueling injuries indicate a general unwismgmeommit
murder, even for this most traditional of practices, and deliberate misdeghoweunds
often prevailed®

The army as an institution demonstrated ambivalence to dueling. The custom had
become quite rare in France, Britain, and the U.S., and was on the decline in Germany
and Latin America. Conflicted over modernizing and conserving traditions, thehaany
Colonel Antonio Tovar formulate a new code of dueling that would bring Mexico up-to-
date® Tovar, at the time alsoRiputadoin Congress, wrote the President in 1891 to
apprise him of the new rules. His primary concern revolved around managing duels
between officers of great difference in rank. The Code forbade duels on the eitkepf ba
but otherwise affirmed that refusal to fight meant the man became a bazhgentl
outside the laws of honour (article V). The reasons for the duel also fell undernscrut

and to maintain military order the only acceptable motives were those pureipgders

%% Escudero, passim.
" Antonio Tovar to PD, 1/19/91, CPD Legajo 16 Cajadt. 976-979.
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nature. Diaz thanked Tovar warmly, and after consulting with General Rochanthe ar
soon implemented the Code.

While some officers worked on writing a code and setting aside a building for
duelers, others wrote prohibitions of the duel into military law that forbageatsice
altogether. The ordinances gave a range of penalties, perpetrators dacéwdrmonths
prison for a no-injury duel, to two years in the case of a death. This only applied to a
duel, they clarified when a deadly fight was murder— if done for money or immoral
reasons, if the fighter cheated, or if there were no sec8iddouble standard extended
to the vague regulations enforced by Honour Boards (Juntas de honor) that would cashier
any officer too timid to fight a duel. Military men thus faced a difficuliaion in
defending their honour. For most, the decision came easily to fight and spend time in
Military Prison or locked in barracks, instead of ending career and reputatiomwith a
apparent show of cowardice.

By the end of their four or seven years, cadets became officers and gentlemen of a
particular sort. Selected for, and instructed in, class differences théyeeftademy
with rote instruction in their duties and practical experience in masculine bahavi
Expected to becomespadachineswordsmen and womanizers, the College led them to
believe they were destined for great things. Most of the approximately 25@@aRorf
graduates discovered their army life harsher than expected. As theyatkfdgctories,

barracks, camps, and embassies, all were challenged and many disillusioned.

%8 Secretaria de Guerra y Marina, Estado Malyey, organico del Ejército Nacional882, Article 3607,
and Article 3011.
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Line Officers and War on Savagery

To the many practicos, line officers, fell the task of bringing the vision and
policies of the central government into the communities, towns, neighborhoods, and
countryside—often to places that had scarcely seen the federal presence previousl
These officers often commanded small detachments and garrisons, and they both
embodied and enacted the infiltration of modern governance from the centre. Troops
away from the large cities interfered with regional politics, suppresssdmdj and
reduced banditry. They also acted as a balance, not to rurales as someiimeack bla
to the jefes politicod’ Line officers also facilitated the development of regional
economies, acting as labour supervisors in overseeing public works and mining
enterprises. In these, as in other tasks, they ultimately obeyed their comsnahder
represented the central government; they only rarely bowed to local eldgse$3rand
order, bread or the club, transformed from motto to reality in the hands of theselprimar
low-level graduates from the halls of Chapultepec.

As prerequisite to progress officers worked first to instill order throughout the
country and they made eradication of those labeled bandits, their highest ptidhigy.
long and storied history of highwaymen did not sit well with the new official image of a

prosperous and modern natiBrChasing bandit gangs thus occupied the attentions of

9 Ramona Falcén, “Force and the Search for Con3éetRole of the Jefaturas Politicas of Coahuila in
National State Formation,” iBveryday Forms of State Formation: Revolution drelNegotiation of Rule
in Modern Mexicped. G. M., Joseph, and Daniel Nugent (Durham:eDukiversity Press, 1994), 107-
134,

% The classic study is Paul J. Vanderwob@order and Progress: Bandits, Police, and Mexican
DevelopmentRevised and enlarged ed. (Wilmington, Del.: SRBn 1992).

®1 Chris FrazerBandit Nation: a History of Outlaws and Culturar&igle in Mexico, 1810-192Qincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 2006), passim.
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many rural garrisons, particularly in the central states of the Bhjimughout the first
half of the Porfiriato (1876-1895). An image, from the Revista del Ejéricto,tdeprare

success in apprehending such a criminal (lllustration 3.1).

lllustration 3.1 "Justicia Militar," Revista Del Ejércitq1907), 340.
The army faced several problems in their efforts: identifying banditspfirtteir lairs,
deploying sufficient troops, and public relations all proved diffitiltocal populations
often did not cooperate with federal forces, nor always agree that nearby fjangsa
men represented bandits in a pejorative sense. One man’s bandit was anokhiee'ofol
eccentric neighbour, or admired dissident.

Two of the most famous bandits of the age were Heraclio Bernal, the Lightning
Bolt of Sinaloa, and Jesus Arriaga, called Chucho el Roto. A number of historians have

dealt with these figures (and others like El Tigre) and analyzed thelemgalto national

®2 For example, the"B8Regiment detachment at San Ignacio, Tamaulipasmgtcould not catch bandits,
but were themselves ambushed and lost horse, andgaptives: Lorenzo Garcia to PD, 12/14/1892, CPD
Legajo 17 Caja 39 Doc.19370.
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order or as figures of social memd&fErom the point of view of the military, these men
represented a threat and challenge to controlling the expansion of the regime’spowe
the countryside, and to the image that they deemed necessary to sell to inveshmd, |
they posed an unforgivable opposition to modernity as envisioned by government
officials.®* Both men robbed and resorted to violence, but the difference in methods and
in setting (rural versus urban) reveals the great variety that the |aihdit can contain.
Both men attained some fame and popular respect from lower classes, andratheas
case of Chucho even the middling sectors appreciated his legendary daringn@efea
their predations was only one problem, indeed Chucho was apparently fairly easy to g
as authorities captured him several times. Bernal raised officiaswdal his purported
links to political rebels like Juan Hernandez y Marin, as alleged by neanlyy a
officials.®® An enduring problem for officials was vanquishing the bandit’s status as folk
heroes in the process. Never quite successful in this, the regime did its best to publis
unflattering press pieces, ugly caricatures, and eventually quite erddseomantic
photographs of the two crimindi$Had these two been the only bandits they faced, the
army would have rested content by 1888.

The challenge of these gangs did not surprise the army authorities, many of whom
had fought as guerrillas against the French or seen firsthand the skksrofdles,

whose ranks had initially seen many men fresh from banditry. In fact, the smal

%3 Robert BuffingtonCriminal and Citizen in Modern Mexigaincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
2000), 33; Amy Robinson, “Mexican Banditry and RQiacses of Class: The Case of Chucho el Roto” Latin
American Research Review 44, no.1 2009), 5-31.

% Robinson, 8, 9.

% Juan M. Flores to PD, 7/5/1887, CPD Legajo 12 @&j®oc.6299-6300.

% CPD Legajo 13 Caja 7 Doc.3112-a: Photo of cadef/eferaclio Bernal.
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detachments that chased criminals through the hills differed little franpties, and
deserting soldiers regularly swelled the ranks of bandit groups. Worse, éneedeand

lost military stores provided an ample supply of Remington and Enfield rifleg to t
bandits, as in the case of the Fierro Amarillos g4r@eneral Lorenzo Garcia wrote to
Diaz in 1892 to report that one of these organized bands had managed to surprise the
Sixth Regiment and capture their horses and arms, while taking a number ofé¢heis
prisoners® Bandit attacks came regularly through the early 1890s, but with increasing
rail links, telegraph lines, and sustained efforts the armed forces dintasated the

most notorious highwaymen.

As a publicity strategy and a discursive tool, the government made use of the
negative associations of the bandit to justify the vicious elimination of broadly-define
political rivals. The same elasticity of label could also affect riglusligenerals, as in the
1880s, or with deserters in arffisThe principal means of carrying out this quick
“justice” that the labeling demanded was the Ley Fuga, the antivieidgtw that
permitted use of lethal force against fleeing suspects at the discretit@aamimander
on the scene. The appropriateness of this form of de facto execution was geoéa|
issue within the army, nor did many in the press or middle-classes conggigelhe, so
long as soldiers assiduously applied it solely to those deemed either saviageditsf’
These became terms of careful exclusion, legal categories that pdrthé@tmost

draconian action without besmirching the national honour. Nonetheless, the justifica

” AGN, CMDF, ep-c Caja 336, loose note.

% | orenzo Garcia to PD, 12/14/1892, CPD Legajol&38jDoc.19370.

% Kelley, 79 (FN 43).

In a rare exception, the article “Ley FugRggeneraciorf3/15/1901), 5-6, reverses the claim and calls
the authorities savages.
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for the measure was tenuous, and Diaz took care to come out against it in his
correspondence to regional commanders. General Garcia assured thraekisfily used
the measure in cases were clearly working with bandits, and was informsdadhat
shooting would, this time, be squelched in the pfeMost correspondence only
declared the death of such bandits, hinting that the robber had been shot in the course of a
crime, leaving vague the exact circumstariéekieutenant Ygnacio Esparzo Garcia took
it a step further, arguing that he shot a bandit only because the sheer efiobbtEng
robbed actually insisted upon him that he give the thief a Hillgtere was reason to
believe this a disingenuous dodge, mere lip service to the ideal, and officers continued to
practice Ley Fuga at a distance from the president.

Powerful men in government could also remove political foes by having a
detachment quietly execute a prisoner. In 1880, one Colonel Nicolas Calderasitan af
of Rafael Cuellar, the Governor of Guerrero with strong family ties to theamil The
army first tried him for repeated drunkenness and speaking ill of the governmantgea
against the common order for which he went to the Military Prison of Santiago. Afte
four months in jail, he was sent to Governor Cuellar (for unknown reasons), and
somehow eluded from his captors. The cavalry squads shot to death the unfortunate
Calderas shortly after his “escape” over the high barracks {{dllse escape attempt

was all quite convenient for a government that was the object of the dead mamn&srcrit

" Lorenzo Garcia to PD, 7/19/82, CPD Legajo 7 Cajaoc. 702.

2 Lorenzo Garcia and PD, 11/5/1891, 11/12/1891 CB@ajo 16 Caja 29 Doc. 14271-72; Aniceto Lopez
to PD, 12/14/84, Legajo 9 Caja 4 Doc. 1812.

3 AGN, CMDF, ep-g Caja 347, Lieutenant Ygnacio Egpabarcia.

" AGN, CMDF, ep-c Caja 329 Tnt. Calderas.
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Savage or barbarian proved another label that allowed military forces anlunusua
degree of latitude in dealing with opposition, whether armed or not. Two particular
groups singled out for such treatment, the Yaqui and the Apaches, faced murderous
campaigns that leaned heavily on this discursive crutch. The Apache had long had an
barbaric reputation that justified the army in its vicious campaigns of eliadicétorse
still for border garrisons, as late as 1882, some units still lacked proper arms or
ammunition to fight the incursiorfS As proof of the nation’s arrival to modern progress
and civilized heights, the delegation sent to Paris in 1889 brought the head of the Apache
chief, the “savage” Victorio, in a jaf.As the Apache threat receded, the pogroms against
the Yaqui reached new levels.

The headlines of the late nineteenth century Mexican and U.S. press made much
of “savagery” in their less than objective evaluation of the threat posed wthdesand
Yaquis rebelling in Sonora (see Appendix 1, Map’®erhaps the greatest continuity for
the Yaqui pueblos was their long history of armed resistance to governmeast force
Uniting under the elected Captain General, and at times allying with neigindpayo
Indians, the Yaqui fought for independence in three major revolts; they rose in 1740
(against the Jesuits), 1826-1833 (the Banderas rebellion), and once more in 1875-1885
(under Cajeme). In addition to these three discrete uprisings, the Yaqui peaticipthe

Wars of Independence, the Wars of Reform, the French Intervention, the Revolution, and

S Lorenzo Garcia to PD, 7/19/82, CPD Legajo 7 Cdjmg. 702.

® Tenorio Trillo, 84.

" A few such examples include: “Indians of North Amna” New York TimegJuly 4, 1885):4; “Gov.
Ortez's Quarrel with Federal Gen. ReyB®w York Time@Oct. 28, 1882):5; “MexicoNew York Times
(Dec. 29, 1885):3; “Mexico-Yaqui Indians; Governrh&noops and Tax Collectors Attackedew York
Times(Dec. 28, 1892):1.
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undertook lengthy periods of insurgent or guerrilla warfare, particulatlyden 1885

and 1910, and again in the 1920s. These periods of open conflict generally followed
increased government pressures or military occupations and as a lnesvéiqti Valley

saw few years of peace until late into the twentieth-century. By 1889, onlyabout
thousand Yaqui remained in the Pueblos of the approximately 12000 who lived there in
1872, and the scattered remnants soon faced genocide through deportation. Governor
Rafael 1zabal, in particular, became the feared despotic agent of this neyv gdie
Sonoran elites deemed that the Yaqui had finally proven themselves unsalvayeaible
least, far from being prepared for civilismo. By this logic, the Yaqui a®pl@became

an obstacle to modernity and accordingly, had to be removed.

As early as 1895, authorities began a policy of deportation against recalcitrant
Yaquis. An unknown number, mostly men but some women and children, were shipped
from Sonora to work in the southA large number of the men, ironically prisoners of
war, found themselves in the federal army that had just captured them. Thesatrelucta
conscripts entered an army of harsh discipline, low pay, and jail-like barrackkerf-urt
they were to fight in the Yucatan against the Maya, where many died frtariaha
fevers’®

According to the official military historian of the Yaqui campaignsnEisco

Troncoso, President Diaz and his advisors had found the idea of mass deportation

8 Evelyn Hu-deHartYaqui Resistance and Surviydadison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1984), 94
109.
" Hu-deHart, 183.
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completely inappropriate and unworkable in 180Nonetheless, it is telling that they
already considered the option, and undoubtedly had drafted some plans for its
implementation. In the wake of the United States’ campaigns forcing Indiarepemnyib
reservations since the 1830s, it should not be surprising that Mexico would consider the
option. Indeed, one Emilio Kosterlitzky became the chief architect of th@amihnd
rurale operations against the Yaqui by 18bAside from his colourful personality,
Colonel Kosterlitzky contributed an interesting combination of militagyeeience to the
enterprise, having served with the U.S. army previous to his desertion to Mexico. The
“Mad Russian” thus provided his direct experience with suppressing and relocating
Native tribes to Governor Izabal. The increasingly draconian measuraeshiakee
government, moreover, directly benefited the biggest henequen plantation owners of the
Yucatan, who coincidentally, held the positions of Secretary of War and Secretary of
Development. In this sense, the policy change derived in part from pragmatic
desperation, in part from indifferent racism, and in part from greedy ambiti

Creating social difference and relegating indigenous peoples to subhuman
categorizations gained momentum as a military strategy as the demamafsderlabour
increased. Between 1903 and 1907, efforts by Izabal had achieved the deportation of
several thousand Yaqtfi.The regime primarily deported adults as workers, and given the
mortality from disease, the Yucatan plantations had continual needed for rhibdeeiC

generally stayed behind, given as servants to wealthy families oydeftgh camps to

8 Francisco Troncoso and Ministerio de Guerra y Rlias guerras con las tribus YagiMexico: Tip.
del Departamento de Estado Mayor, 1905), 24-26, 235

81 Cornelius Cole SmittEmilio Kosterlitzky, Eagle of Sonora and the SowatsivBordeGlendale, Calif.:
A. H. Clark Co., 1970), passim.

% Hu-deHart, 181-188.
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fend for themselve® By separating families in this fashion, the regime also undermined
the cultural integrity of the Yaqui and further destroyed what they redjasia problem
culture.

In most areas, the army garrisoned platoons and relied on swift reinforcdment, i
necessary, to keep order. The small detachments and sometimes unconventional tacti
used by the practical officers allowed the government to suppress widaipagings
but at a cost. Coverage of terrain, with scattered pockets of occupation, complemente
the use of railways and telegraphs to move and coordinate larger units of reiefaiscem
The strategy was a type of armed reconnaissance, as small groups potwhinty
federal troopers could then coordinate with even smaller units of rurales toavatc
large territorie$* Where the gaps between garrisoned towns and railheads were too large,
the government expanded on an older program of military colonies that were located
between areas of normal coverdg@he goals of totally eradicating armed opposition
had proven futile, as the persistent uprisings of Sonora and the Yucatan had shown.
Nonetheless, the suppressive strategy put the army in a position where it cailyd grea
limit the size, mobility, and effect of scattered raiders or rebelsr fkféeembarrassment
suffered at Tomochic, for instance, the army had shifted its strategy inattiey &aqui

territories to a gradual campaign of colonizing and marginalizing rengaenemies.

% Hu-deHart 187, 188.

8 Alicia, Hernandez Chavez "Origen y ocaso del &e@éworfiriano," Historia Mexicana 39no. 1 (1989):

257-96.

8 «Colonias Militares, Revista Militar Mexicang10/15/1890), 587-591. Colonies began in 1824, but
expanded greatly under Juarez, and spread undey &3ia response to Indian uprisings. The auththief
article advocates replacement of colonies by spgaalected troops acclimated to region.
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Promoting Fraternity
The duties of the line officer in the field of battle had a certain restricthd an

straightforward nature; more confusing was the murky complexity of iokbe

garrison. The subaltern officer had an often ambiguous and complicated relatiomiship w

his troops. The upper brass expected these young men, with an average age of around

twenty, to bully, lead, discipline, educate, and inspire large groups of gersddaitynen

from enormously different class and ethnic backgrounds. The usually poor training and

attitudes of non-commissioned officers left the subalterns with limitednspito

enforcing their will®® While egregious insubordination held immediate consequences, it

seems that more often an undisciplined laissez-faire relation dictatedlmot@nactions.
Fraternizing between the subalterns and troops stood out as a problem that

concerned the higher command. The prospect of junior officers deserting atlomnigeiv

soldier friends warranted extra regulations, and the punishment for what theg ter

aggravated desertion invariably ran to years in pié&@r more usually, fraternization

came with alcohol as young officers led soldiers on binges out of the bdftatksght,

all officers below captain were required to return to the garrison to stand arabe on

hand. This created problems, as these men sometimes became involved in the evening’s

drinking, flirting, and socializing, thus undermining their distance from the troups a

8 Aponte, 71, 78.

8 AGN, CMDF, ep-c Caja 334 Soldado Rafael Cervaritéd:(11/23/1897) distinguishes between simple
desertion (soldiers only) and aggravated desertitiere officers bring troops with them. The Juespal
notes that desertion requires intent, that is,aamenot accidentally desert, and this complicatedaage

that could be levied automatically upon three dzysbsence.

8 For one example: AGN, CMDF, ep-m Caja 3567 Sul#tntonio Manzano: 1/7/1879, caught drinking in
pulqueria with 4 other officers and all their trgop
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their women. Other officers tried, generally in vain, to keep the soldierstheir
customary vices (see Chapter 2).

At the same time, many Military College graduates, however friendhytivir
troops, opposed the promotion of soldiers to their ranks, whether as so-called mustang
officers (common soldiers promoted to officer), or those given abbreviateddyainihe
Escuela de Aspirantés This school had opened in 1905 and offered an abbreviated two-
year program intended to produce much needed line officers. Although it received
favourable reviews from the press and from foreign observers, many officets fel
undermined overall quality and morale in the officer corps. Training at the Escuela
focused on practical tasks and skills, and at lower cost and with lower social capit
needed for entrance, proved attractive to the more humble cla38esfirst graduates
entered in service in 1907, and from the records it appeared that they did no better nor
worse than their slightly better trained counterparts. They boastddrsamest records,
similar commendations, and similar combat successes. Nonetheless, in yieafew
before the Revolution it seemed that promotion discrimination began to’Show.

Attitudes towards the mustangs revealed some entrenched biases against the
common soldier. Agreeing with the story of Juan Soldado, officers believed that an up-

jumped soldier would soon return to his brutish nature and defile the honour of his

8 Mustang is a somewhat derogatory term for a comsatdier advanced to commissioned ranks, the
complimentary term was to compare them to the Freystem, a Marshal’s baton in every backpack.
9 «Escuela de AspirantesEl Imparcial (1/6/1907): appeals to those who want a carearrirs without
studying to highest grades.

%L AGN, CMDF, expedientes personales, passim.
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acquired cast® Resistance to rising from the ranks appeared in several forms, including
denials of promotion, and higher rates of incarceration and discharge.
Reviews for promotion were often political affairs, whether for genarads
colonels reviewed by Senate or sergeants rewarded in battle. The Porfiriagydaad
budget dictated efforts to reduce the officers on the payroll sharply, dgpmae of
higher ranks when possible but it also hit subalt&tirstheory, promotions reflected
time in service, merit by reviews, and passing of examinations. Retardedtigmom
nonetheless frustrated many officers, particularly among the practicbespecially
their mustang minority? Personnel records indicate that less than one percent rose from
ranks to even the lowest grades, alférez or subteniente. Most of these hadskihsaial
connections, for example, a good scribe might well move into junior staff positions as an
alférez, or a skilled accountant become a pagador (paymaster).
Still, line officers of any origin in the Porfirian army faced uncertatures.
Lieutenant Colonel José Maria Garcia languished for over twenty yeansliout of
service and could never make the next promotion, despite considerable’tdleats.
suspiciously stifled career, Lieutenant Blas Garcilazo never recaigecond promotion
in twenty-four years® Many others experienced the same, or gave up and left the army.
Long periods in a dreaded location or without promotions stifled the enthusiasm,

and created embittered or elderly officers who hurt the public’'s image of the &mmy

2 Urquizo,“Juan Soldado,” 43-50.

% Alexius, 69-124.

% Léon Martinez to PD, 9/28/1880, CPD Legajo 5 Gajgoc. 3464: bitterly complains that he has
consumed thirty of the best years of his life aod/is abandoned to misery, having watched othess pa
him by for promotions.

% AGN, CMDF, ep-g Caja 343, Tnt. Cor. José Mariadgar

% AGN, CMDF, ep-g Caja 345, Tnt. Blas Gracilazo.
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this cartoon from th#éxico Graficothe older soldier asks what rank this young poet
held, to which he replied sarcastically that he lacked the poetry even toecaldtman
Colonel?” His resentment, and even shame, reflected the general public opinion about
Diaz’s aging senior officers; some had gained ridicule in the fiasconabdhic, others

typified the corruption at the top of government, and many more haunted the streets and

pulquerias.

lllustration 3.2 Mexico Grafico (Sept. 1891), 7.

9" México Grafico(Sept. 1891), 7.
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In some ways, the young line officer for all his flaws represented a oser ¢b
the image of nation that Diaz desired than did his aged generals. The subaltergan cha
of troops put an educated yet pragmatic face on the regime, a rejection ofrtbe cha
tradition in his kepi and still criollo rather than indigenous, although some thought this
was in flux?® Photos reveal the rarity of darker skinned officers and race itself was a
distinction erased from military auto-recording (see discussion ihgatdions of this
chapter). The older generation of officers in deposit, a term also use for thagelvi
morgues, at times became an embarrassment to the government as thepaticoum
vices and ag&’

Others proved a nuisance for their vigour, as with Rocha whose rough popularity
was matched by his propensity for scandalously public dueling. Quick to take offense, t
aging Rocha publicly vilified fellow General and Governor Francisco Caymtate in
1887. The matter reached the press, and soon letters arrived on the presidential desk
asking for him to forbid the duel. The question of honour, in this case, was not at stake,
but rather concerned officials thought the duel would prove a disgrace to the gavernme
and army, and a potential tragedy for the natf8iSoon after this argument had been
guelled, Rocha did manage to duel an unnamed opponent, killing him in September of
1894. Facing a charge of murder, courts acquitted the old officer on the grounds of
immunity as a member of Congré$5All of this accorded with the former College

director’s philosophy that the duel was quicker, cleaner, and more decent thamy lengt

% This despite Janvier, 816, where he notes indigefeatures as a positive sign.
% A great number of scandalous reports in the recofdhe CMDF bear this out.
19 Cor. Juan N. Malda to PD, 7/23/1887 Legajo 12 Q4dj@oc. 6537.

101 AGN, CMDF, ep-r Caja 370 Séstenes Rocha.
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argument®® Dueling aside, Rocha gained a fearless reputation with his soldiers, in one
case riding at the fore of an uncontrolled live-fire exercise to proveyhaéy of his men

to a fellow officer.

Of Crime, Scandal, and Marriage
For all young officers, and again especially the mustang, the threat cdrgjsch

dangled consistently overhead despite devoted services to the patria. Subalterns in
garrisons commonly accrued charges and punishments, collecting them on their records
at an amazingly consistent rate. Only slightly less often than their splofigrers below
captain, according to personnel records, typically collected between two oartlests
each year, with average penalties of around a week in confinement to theobtag R
(Sala de Estandartes or Banderas) or to barracks. Among the subalterad oharg
discharged, the mustangs stood out as easy targets for misconduct discharges, ofte
dismissed for faults that their more educated brethren committed withoutjuense:®®
Less often, and only after serious or repeated offences, the officaissigodicant time
in prison or discharge. This is certainly not to say they were paragons ofwganitle
behaviour.

Various criminal problems appeared from within the officer corps that reflec
sexual norms, rampant alcoholism, and abusing authority. Little different fiem t

soldiers, the press vilified officers for public disturban@@€omplaints to police and

192 Escudero, 159.

193 AGN, CMDF, expedientes personales, passim.

1% There are many examples in the papers for soldisfficers, for several examples: “Oficialedas
cantinas, Diario del Hogar(8/13/1890), 3; "Un oficial consignadd)lario del Hogar (1/9/1902), 3;
"Los militares en las pulqueria$)iario del Hogar(5/25/1906), 3; "Otro jefe de batallon suspendido,"
Diario del Hogar(7/18/1903), 3.
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army reveal a wide scope of misbehavior that extended from the Nationa Reathe
tiniest rural garrison.

Subalterns below captain were discouraged from marriage, mostly through
perceived youth, poor pay, and frequent transfers, while captains and up wete almos
invariably married. This did not, in any way, mean that the road to marriage ran smooth.

A significant number of subaltern officers were charged by their superithrs
the crimes of rapto and estupro, and sometimes of rape, at the behest of fathers and
apparently ending in settlemefit.Second Captain Rosalio Salazar had been involved
sometime with a sixteen year old girl, and was eventually charged on thetesbf a
number of workers in a hotel of ill-reput®. After he confessed, the judge dropped the
case without explanation. In another such incident, Alférez Porfirio tasase saw
him incarcerated for less than two weeks before the judge dism?$Sew reversals
were justified by citing lack of merits, lack of information, or that the erthd not
happenifo pas. It is likely that in some instances this demonstrated a negotiation
between the family of the girl and the officer, either marriage or moneyy haas the
cases seem to coincide fairly closely with an officer's promotion, suggesbtive for
the family to act.

Of course, even normal relationships had conflicts. Officers, like their troops, at
times entered into less formal relationships with amasias (see Chajter feutenant

Francisco Rojas chose an extremely tough one. One night as he returneaddksketr

1% william French, “Te amo muncho,” iflhe Human Tradition in Mexiced. Jeffrey Pilcher
(Wilmington: Scholarly Resources, 2003), 123-133¢p &ee his forthcoming monograph.
1% AGN, CMDF, ep-s Caja 372 Capt.2 Rosalio Salazar

197 AGN, CMDF, ep-v Caja 375 Alférez Porfirio Velasd®90.
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Chapultepec with some NCOs, his drunken amasia took exception, threw him down, and

beat him. When the sergeant and two corporals tried to help, they too were thrashed. Far

more often, the violence came from the men who most times escaped with onlfoa fine

even the worst abus&€¥ One captain combined his faults when he drunkenly assaulted

his family in front of a military band he had forced to come and play at his fSuse.
Rampant alcoholism plagued the officer classes just as it undermined the rest of

society''? Extremely common incidents of drunken disturbances filled the personnel

records, and the jail cells. By the rank of major, most officers either quit drioking

became relatively immune to arrest over simple matters. Minor displgygbé

drunkenness, if not too frequent, received short punishments. Serious charges came from

the outrageous spectacles: brawls in theatres or at the bullfight, wild gum tie

streets, or loud profanities and nudity in churchéntoxication created dangerous

situations, but from the perspective of army reformers, the serious damag® ¢hee t

military’s public image. Newspapers, even those sympathetic to timeeggequently

published stories about the drunken antics of military fiefihe lack of decorum and

198 AGN, CMDF, ep-t Caja 374 Cdte. Guillermo Thompsgreat escandalo, as he gets drunk and abuses
family, even cutting his wife’s ear with a swora¥, until a neighbour fires shots in the air folphe
Ultimately, he pays a fine of 20 pesos, or abowteak’s salary.

199 AGN, CMDF, ep-g Caja 346 Cpt.2 Rafael Guitian/4(6880)one month sentence for making band
ofl4th Battalion play against their will, then wiphostitutes in tow, ridiculed his family with oleste

words in a “repugnant spectacle.”

9 Ricardo Pérez Montfort, Alberto del Castillo Yitay and Pablo Piccatélabitos, Normas Y Escandalo:
Prensa, Criminalidad Y Drogas Durante El Porfiriat@rdiol. ed. (México, D.F.: Ciesas: Plaza y Valdes
Editores, 1997), 75-121.

MAGN, CMDF, ep-a Caja 320 Subtnt. Zacarias Alvarelz@astillo, 6/27/1896: sold sword and pistol for
drinking money; AGN, CMDF, ep-m Caja 358 Cpt.2 Hatim Montenegro: constantly drunk and causing
disturbances that included threatening the wifa 8ubtnt., who was his landlady, at swordpoint; AGN
CMDF, ep-s Caja 372 Subtnt. Luis San German: 5/ I®lice arrest him in Arzobispado, drunk and
“absoluto desnudo.”

12 Ricardo Pérez Montfort, Alberto del Castillo Yitay and Pablo Piccato, 26-37, 82-97.
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extremes that behaviour reached was exacerbated by the propensity of soldisist
the police.

Drinking and troublemaking in proper style required more funds than low-paid
officers typically earned; along with a sense of opportunistic entitlertrestifestyle led
to corruption and embezzlement, that had become customary in thé*arfhe
subalterns called their petty theft and skimmamybuscasor searches, and many
considered it a normal bonus to their monthly pay. Indeed, complaints about low pay
seemed justified as men lacked even their basic necessities, could not afferd pr
upkeep on equipment or mounts, and could not support fartifieaey received no
additional funds for extraordinary expenses either, such as travel or medisabobshe
practice of gifts for superiorelpsequiosappeared to be the most resented. Most
graduates of the College or promoted Sergeants immediately found themselebs i
owing between 140 and 300 pesos just for their uniform, horse, ant!tjeae army did
not reimburse soldiers for dead or ill mounts either, and especially after gasgae
officers slipped further into debt. What was a man to do? Military corruptiorms
small and large had a long tradition, and represented an area of Porfirthatldaw
little progress.

The large-scale depredations of higher ranking officers, particularly Witse

political office, included land speculation, accepting bribes, and even humackinaffi

13 Kelley, 81; Juan Pedro DidapBpbiernos militares de México; Los ataques al gérg las
magquinaciones politicas del partido cientifico paegir los destinos nacionalé®éxico: Tip. de J. I.
Guerrero y Comp., 1904), passim.

M «Gratificaciones,”Revista Militar Mexicang12/15/1889), 39-44.

15 «Gratificaciones,"42.
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the low grade officers had to make do with modest schéthBy. far the most common
means to earn a steady side-income came from embezzling. Managing mouotagad f
was an opportunity to adjust the accounts, non-existent or low quality horses and mules
were officially purchased, fed, and doctored, and the proceeds kept. Pay for deserted or
non-existent men could also be drawn, but inspectors quickly noticed. With fluctuating
prices for forage and animals, the risk was lower and numbers changed atnmauss
before inspectors arrived. In la busca, officers also accepted gengrmusted

themselves gifts from the soldiers from the pay-chests without bothering tavops f
permission. Small bribes for entrance to the barracks, or for allowing contraindhel f
rounded out the line officers pockets. The practice became normalized, and ébrarges
abuse of authority required truly venal and outrageous exce$ses.

How could inexperienced officers with such checkered records control their
troops? Memoirs demonstrate a number of possible paths: violence, bribery, and apathy.
Each garrison had its own personality, its tenor reflected location and ofteffottecd
the junior officers. Some units clearly lacked any real discipline from cdti¢&in
Huerta’s sycophantic correspondence with Bernardo Reyes he pointed out a number of

junior officers he considered completely inept in dealing with troops. Someawere t

1% Alexius, 90-124.

17 CDX BR Vol 34 6735 Juan D. Brijar to BR, 3/7/19@2age records falsified; CDX BR Vol 34 6753 V.
Huerta to BR, 8/31/1902 pagadores are dishonesbayidg unneeded mules; CDX BR Vol 29 5772, Juan
A Hernandez to BR, 7/13/1900 forage cheaper thiceo$ claim; Ignacio Escudero to José del Valle,
2/21/1890, CPD Legajo 15 Caja 3 Doc. 1065: repat 68 horses of'5and 6' Regiments are useless; PD
to Gob. Alejandro Prieto, 8/19/1891, CPD LegajoCkja 19 Doc. 9105: attempts to meet fluctuatingepri
of 30 centavos/day/ horse for forage but Prietdiespn 10/29/1891 CPD Legajo 16 Caja 28 Doc. 13771
that the Army’s official rate in Tampico is 44 cambs, which maybe he could lower to 35 centavos.

118 Ongoing diatribes in CDX BR Vol. 34, letters frdtinerta to BR, docs. 6733,6741, 6743, 6745, in
March to May of 1902. In Vol. 34 6636, 5/16/196ierta admits that in Sinaloa they say that hais a
“animal carnicero,” in reference to his campaigyiest
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friendly, and hence lacked the fiber to enforce dictates. Others he deemedtsomply
stupid to know how to lead. Among his own troops, he became known for a hard hand,
and with support from their NCOs, a number of units gained reputations for harsh
discipline and profligate use of the lash. Some units appeared to have an orderly
reputation without such harshness, and earned praise in the military literatyreess.
Inspectors often cited the Ninth Battalion, the Seventh Regiment and Thiltdrjdis
good examples to which other troops should aspire. The officers sent to a new unit
shortly learned to fit in with the general expectations of their counterpatael Aponte
described the ordeal of a new Artillery officer whose arrival agreson soon spiraled
into fear of soldiers, hazing by officers, and a miasma of lowered expectation a
apathy™*° Ultimately, few line officers attained little control over their fags soldiers
beyond simple regulation keeping.

The subaltern of the line was more than a disciplinarian alone, but in many ways
also represented an exemplar of class and the educator of nationalisatylLpergrams
(see chapter 1) required the practico to become the primary school teabbeead
nationalist textbooks to, and with, his captive troops. The interpretation of the texts
materials and messages largely depended on him, an officer trained adge Cludit
proudly claimed not to instruct cadets in historical interpretation or critf§uzaily rote
recitations of penalties and regulations also fell to the junior officersdasiti
instruction although NCOs assisted with the latter. The great ennui such reaslitigsl

in soldiers can only have been surpassed by officers who read them for years on end.

19 Aponte, 81.
120 Kelley, 63-64.
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Instruction at arms, on the other hand, seems to have been more entertainingias it eve
brought senior officers out at times.

Beyond their direct instruction, officers were also expected to provide thejpstr
with a good example. Somewhat the antidote for geriatric eccentrics ayaat vul
conscripts alike, the junior line officer could be displayed in public as the proof of the
nation’s progress. In the face of low pay and high alcoholism, this proved difficul
Superiors charged junior officers with providing a bad example, with a penaltyhof eig
days in lock-up, with some regularit§# Drinking to excess with one’s troops, while
barely acceptable within garrison walls, became a problem when trartsldbedcity
streets. Even more troubling to commanders, some officers opened their own cantinas
and took advantage of their troops as custorfféoor military demeanour, disheveled
uniforms, and frequent lateness also demanded charges. Whether officerseafluenc
soldiers through example seems possible, but the reverse seems more likgdpnfessA
troubled officer demonstrated, the new face in the barracks adjusted to what he
encountered rather than instigating changes in the men before him. Manuel Morglragon’
assessment agreed, the young officer, far from providing a good exampk instame

mired in the vices and habits of his soldiers.

Professionals of Technical Progress

The scientific officers brought a broad panoply of skills to the tasks of building a

modern nation. Some became medical staff, and attempted to improve and control

121 AGN, CMDF, ep-d Caja 95 Tnt. Antonio Diaz: 7/189® with Tnt. Enrique Otero charged with faults
in service that gave a bad example to the troargesaced to eight days in Prisién Militar de Saytia
122 Jeronimo Trevifio to PD 3/8/91 Legajo 16 Caja 7 [R54-66.
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hygiene in the name of the army. Others built and sailed a new navy. Engindezd w
to create a national arms industry, to harness nature, and to facilitate theat@aorof
the patrias chicas. They would proudly oversee ordinary Mexicans in the tasks of
transforming and engineering the nation, as they depicted in this illastfedm their

journal (lllustration 3.3).

lllustration 3.3 "Ingenieros militares," Revista del Ejércitd1907), 224.
The elite planners of the General and Faculty staffs advised the Presidewttn best
create his vision of Mexico.
The idea of a scientifically minded officer class was not purely a Raorfir
innovation, but had antecedents reaching back at least to Santa Anna’s conception of the
Military College?® As the century rolled forward, curriculum changed to match the

times. Specialty classes in new techniques of photography, in use of railwagseand

123 gecretaria de Guerfaxamenes De Colegio MilitgMéxico: n.p., 1838).
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use of telephones soon appedrédiew explosives and chemistry entered the

curriculum, and required increased equipment and field experience. Sharp reforms in
1900 improved technical skills in the field, and seven year graduates now earned the rank
of Second Captain upon leaving the College. Technical officers learned from the
timetabled precision of the Prussians, and added new weapons to their arsenals that
demanded new tactics, including the Whitehead torpedo and the machitfégew.
regulations and ordinances followed suit, and the Porfirians produced volumes of reforms
to military law and procedure. The goal, as press and army alike announcéal, was

provide the nation with a modern, professional, and scientific offf€er.

A number of significant institutional reorganizations and profound technological
changes brought Diaz’s army specialists to new levels of scientifiegsiohalism. One
crucial change came in the redefinition and organization of the SpecialaGstedf
(Estado Mayor Especial, EME) and its executive levels of the ProfessiaffalF¥ana
Mayor Facultativo or PMF) and Department of Artillery. By the 1880s, it becdear to
military and civil planners that the technical leadership needed to direct madiemiz
would likely come out of the Military College. To be sure, not all officers had the
required talents for specialization, nor could many be redirected away ftoah tacop
commands. Those with the extra years of training in engineering, naval slatdgine,
or cartography, with proper family connections, became a vanguard in proddaion o

rational nation.

124 gecretaria de Guerf@eglamento De Colegio MilitaMéxico: De M. Murguia y Co, 1854); Chavarri,
195-237.

125 Memorias 1906 Parte Expositivo.

126 For one example see: “Todo es empeZaa, Vanguardia(4/9/1891), 1,2; (4/16/1891),1; (4/23/1891),1-
2: which also calls for scientific NCOs.
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The Presidential General Staff (EMP) of the PMF overlapped other seasa@n
executive or planning group, and included most of the CGE favourites at some point or
another. In theory, the Staff served the president as orderlies, extraysaclainbments,
and liaisons to the army. They also had an important symbolic role by adding a visual
military presence with a youthful sheen to the old General (see chapter Bjiag, the
younger men also included friends and family, a trusted coterie to assisémmine
respect and affection also come through in letters, as what seems syicdptiendthers
appears more heartfelt.

For all of the professed dislike that the president was said to have for book-
learned officers, his Staff showed remarkable education and experience sidtgdive
officers were conspicuous in their records and training. With few exceptiogpsyéne
graduates of the full seven-years of the Military College, and nedHgdlfield
experience with the CGE or other specialized commissfdmgost had traveled on
military business or undertaken study missions to Europe and the U.S. Some, like
Lieutenant Colonel Francisco Garcia, had considerable experience in diredgliag c
commissions like th@unta Directiva del Ferrocaril de Sonofa Boston), which
undertook the expansion of commercial rails in northwest Mesfadthile critics of the
regime bemoaned the cronyism and the persistence of ancient war heroes, the me
staffing the Presidential office suggested a significantly vibrastilliimilitary,

alternative.

12 AGN, Fondo de Guerra y Marina, Estado Mayor Esgieekpedientes personales, passim.
128 AGN, Fondo de Guerra y Marina, Estado Mayor Esgie€aja 94 expedientes persénale Tnt.Cor.
Francisco Garcia.
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Evolutions of Military Medicine
The doctors that served the army had profound influence on the military as an

agent of chang&® The Medical Corps formally took shape in 1880 under President
Manuel Gonzaélez, with a formal structure for training, rank, promotion, and Higrarc
twenty years after its inception. Prior medical staff had no rank but maéditeorked as
a form of auxiliary or parallel service. This service had worked tolerablyinviie

crises of nineteenth-century warfare and with the limited medical knoeviefdtpe time.
With the advent of more peaceful times, direct trauma interventions became less
important than maintaining general health and well-being. The expansions camedi
knowledge by the end of the century also shaped the Corps and its close ties to the
modernizing government under Diaz. The better trained and organized doctors now
expanded their roles, adding pharmacies, veterinarians, and ambulances to the army, but
also took responsibility for engineering hygiene programs and eugenic plannihg for t
nation more general{’® Before the top medical officers could entertain these reforms,
changes to the education system would be necessary.

The training of army doctors, quite separate from the education of other officer
branches, revealed underlying philosophies driving the Corps and nation as a whole.
Before 1860, medical staffing generally was left to unit commanders, andelgléttle
was done to vet the competence of civilian educated doctors. Indeed, as with many

armies in the nineteenth-century, a great number of these men were ligtetHeat

129 Agustin Garcia Figuerogligiene Militar: causas de la frecuencia de lalifen el ejército y medios de
disminuirla(México D.F.: Imprenta de Ignacio Escalante, 1874)0.

130 After a number of scandalously mishandled horsetmses, the veterinarians were assigned their own
branch of service; hygiene is discussed in prevatapter.
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butchers or barbers with similar tools and anatomical knowlEddegood commander
would sensibly seek the best doctor he could find for his troops—not an easy task since
expense, expertise, and willingness to live in the field primarily left thetwabrsapest,

and most desperate doctors to the army. Further complicating matteusitienggihe skill

of a doctor could be fraught with difficulty, the line between primitive medicine and
outright charlatanism confounded even contemporary experts.

An early comedic example, the protagonist oflthey Parrotby José Joaquin
Ferndndez de Lizardi managed to pass himself off as a medical doctor siropbyht
pretension and the touch of Latin learned in semifi&mfis masquerade aroused
suspicion but not outright rejection from a self-important physician that the author
selected as his object of ridicule. Pompous and dangerous to his own patients, the doctor
could as easily have fit into some of the satirical cartoons published Bydfieo at the
end of the century. Not underestimating the comic intent, this uneasiness with earl
medicine was hardly exceptional. During the Porfiriato, despite great advancesing
and medical knowledge, patients continued to find themselves at equal risk in the hands
of a doctor as in the care of the soldadera’s folk ctifes.

Aspirants faced stiff competition for entrance to the Medical School, a comditi
that suggests the social acknowledgement and prestige associated wigrting. As

with other specialty education, this often involved nepotism. Family connectiond serve

131 5ee William A. DePaloThe Mexican National Army, 1822-186Rexas: Texas A&M University Press,
1997), 51: on the reliance upon soldaderas andcimigs.

132 José Joaquin Fernandez De LizaEdiPeriquillo Sarnientotrans. David Frye (Indiana: Hackett
Publishing, 2004), 152-164.

133 See for examples, Mariano Azuela, Beth Ellen Jusge, and E. Mungui@he Underdogs: A Novel of
the Mexican RevolutiofNew York: Modern Library, 2002), 27, 30-32.
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multiple functions by restricting the quality of applicants to some degree,dsatahall

by creating connections between elite medical, military, and politetalorks,.

Generally, this insider system worked well, but in one case, Beatriz Alkaceto write

to the president to ask that her son not be admitted to the army’s medical corps. She

preferred instead that he be sent to study in Paris. While this seems adsbuoalde,

the President acquiesced because the young doctor was only trained in gymécology
With the inception of regularized medical training in 1880 new degrees of

expertise did, nevertheless, become the standard. European advances became the de

rigueur measure for the staff, and the participation in international ahedicferences or

training seminars brought new abilities into the military hospitals. Coorgeat the

prestigious Pasteur Institute in Paris, for example, allowed Medical Dajael Velez

to study modern abdominal surgery for one y&arThe Military Instructional Hospital

in Mexico City taught the latest in diagnosis and treatment, using expeoignfmade

equipment. As concerns shifted, so too the curriculum changed; for example new courses

in hygiene and in syphilis appeared in 1890 and $&3@nly about half of the aspirants

managed to pass the strenuous training, and it was difficult enough even to get in.
Families with long military traditions, such as the Montes de Ocas, éeatur

prominently among the top medical officials. Best remembered for contgoaitNifio

1348, Alvarez to PD, 5/21/87, CPD Legajo 12 Caja & [8541.

135 AGN, CMDF, ep Caja V Daniel Velez, 3/23/95; alstemoria Parte Expositivo 1906, 45-47.

1% This was reflected in the medical school thesesyred: Angel RodrigueProfilaxis de las afecciones
venereo-sifiliticas en el ejércitdéxico: Imprenta Gobierno, 1893); Leopoldo Ortdgieves
consideraciones sobre algunos puntos de higierieam{Mexico: Imp. de Ignacio Cumplido, 1882);
Agustin Garcia Figuero&ligiene Militar: causas de la frecuencia de lalgfen el ejército y medios de
disminuirla(México D.F. : Imprenta de Ignacio Escalante, 18F4ancisco Domingo y Barrerhigero
estudio sobre higiene de cuarteles e indicaciome®s condiciones que guardan los de la Capital
(México D.F.: Tip. Literaria de Filomeno Mata, 1880
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Héroe to the resistance against the U.S. in 1848, the Montes de Oca famdypalerd
a number of Porfirian officers in various services. The highest ranking ofdhested
the Medical Corps for yeafd’ With political capital stemming from an exclusive
entrance policy the Corps managed to attract accomplished physicians to sgaieh de
relatively poor pay. Alternative possibilities for revenue, as in other sergcegwhat
compensated for this as corruption, embezzlement, perks, and bribes afforded a
reasonable standard of living.

Furthermore, medical officers had by far the easiest time resigreing t
commissions and returning to a civil practice, as indeed the majority did afyeghces
years on average. The government chose to use semi-permanent and permanent postings
to the larger hospitals as one means to retain more staff. Since there wesieary
military hospitals, this measure did not make a great difference.

The Medical Corps also stands out from other services in the usual career arcs of
its personnel. With fewer ranks in the hierarchy, graduates attained heghensibility
and pay grades fairly quickly. Graduates moved from Aspirant-Lieutenant to Medic
Major immediately, and within a short time, those rose to the ranks to Lt. Colonel or
Colonel. The corps became top-heavy, with seventy-eight high officers)(fefanly
fifty-eight regular officers in 1902. The promotion scale depended on available pests, t
higher grades generally taking over hospitals, military zones, or brasutiess the
pharmacies. The relatively swift promotion arc certainly appealed to, swae if field

service did not.

137 AGN, CMDF, ep-m Cajas 357-359 Montes de Oca.
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The possibility of postings to less desirable regions prompted complaints and
even resignations from some. Doctors nonetheless were expected to followdéesr or
and their units, and so semi-permanent postings to fixed hospitals had great appeal. The
Yucatan with its reputed unhealthy climate and ongoing warfare nonethtlessed a
number of scientifically or morally minded doctors who saw the garrisore alsea
challenge. The government also established new hospitals and clinicsizpgaial
peninsular illnesseS® Malaria and Yellow Fever, as well as the more common typhoid
and cholera, represented an important puzzle for which the barracks unfortunately,
provided a possible laboratory. Various theories appeared, some that came close to
uncovering the connection between anopheles mosquitoes and disease. Mosquito nets, for
example, were noted to have a salubrious effect for troops, but doctors felt that this
stemmed from the better resting conditidf{ethers noted that in windier areas they saw
fewer cases, and drew the conclusion that something in the air must be to blame, but
mosquitoes did not occur to them as the veéftthe final breakthrough, nevertheless,
would not come for another decddé.

Other field service locales provided their own possibilities for study by an
inquisitive doctor. Manuel Balbas’'s memoirs of the Yaqui campaigns combined natural
history with partisan perspectivé& He noted the state of “savagery” of the Indians, but

also made comments on their traditional dances, songs, and family life. A strange

138 |_uis Mier y Teran and PD, 8/31/1886, CPD LegajaCH]a 17 Doc. 8327: on problem of doctors
leaving service; Memoria 1903, “Cuerpo Médico,” 2243.

139 Crl Hipolito to PD, 11/1885, CPD Legajo 10 Cajal2@c. 10683.

140« jgeras reflexiones sobre infecciérGaceta Médico Milita(T2, 1889), 337-43.

14l«Campana de Yucataniéxico Militar (1901), 329.

142 Manuel BalbasRecuerdos del Yaqui: principales episodios durdasampana de 1899 a 1901
(México: Sociedad de Edicién y Libreria Franco Aitano, 1927).
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combination of patriotic militarism and humanist pity became a tract thaized
indigenous culture and Mexican nationalism. As he published this in later years, he
argued along with Gamio and Vasconcelos that the ultimate solution for ayiould
be education, in his words, “school, school, and more scfitoAithough Balbas did not
see his efforts as anthropology per se, a field still undeveloped at thabeéipvided a
picture of rare precision of the peoples he encountered. His work and that of other
specialists in the countryside helped to produce a body of knowledge about health and
customs that embedded the medical service into projects to slexpEnidadand
nation-formation.
Steaming Towards the Modern

The Navy was another specialist field reinvented in the 1880s through expansion
and re-regulation, as the government debated over its regional and nationabaspirat
Despite enthusiastic rhetoric from some top military and political fsjwi@legree of
uneasiness over spending tremendous resources on a not well-justified navydappeare
newspapers and journals. Gun ships, all agreed, were tremendously expensive
undertakings, particularly as they all came from foreign shipyafdsansports and
revenue cutters had obvious practicality, but it took more convincing for naval
proponents to gain support when most army conflicts happened so far from shorelines.
TheUniversalespecially pointed out the small chance that a foreign navy would attack,

but this line of argument did not impress the editors oVdmeguardiawho deemed the

13 Balbas, 116.
144 Buying vessels was a matter of high finance: segaAdro Coney to Manuel Dublan (Sec. Hacienda),
12/20/1888, CPD Legajo 13 Caja 26 Doc. 12535-6.
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comment ridiculous and possibly cowardfyBy 1907, the press had largely come

around, andl Imparciallauded the great utility and success that gun ships had in
campaigns against the May&.This growing support and public admiration came

partially from the increasing professionalism of the Navy, especiidly the opening of

the Navy School in Veracruz in July of 1897, which greatly enhanced the limited training
facilities that small facilities in Campeche and Mazatlan had offéfed.

The arguments reflected ambivalence about the nation’s role in the circum-
Caribbean region, and about likely military opponents. The creation of a submarine navy
as one example, remained a contentious point. One native design, rather reminiscent of a
Jules Verne fantasy, would almost certainly have proven more deadly to itsriscupa
than to its foes®® Still, when Bernardo Reyes became Secretary of War he attempted to
go ahead with the purchase of a number of U.S. made Holland-class subffarines.

Critics raised pointed questions. How was the Navy going to help defeat smgmeri

Indian uprisings in the countryside? How were blue-water capable steanudhipsch a
number had been purchased, going to assist in a possible war against Guatemala? Some
innovative officers suggested tactics more fanciful than realistic, but wiyrthe navy
specialized in limited roles of anti-smuggling and coastal patrols. dlseyepresented

an apt showpiece of military modernization, particularly when used to show the flag

15 «Halagadores noticias|’a Vanguardia(6/27/1891), 1; “El Universal,la Vanguardia(7/11/1891), 1-2.
146 «prosperidad de nuestra marina de gueih/imparcial (1/20/1907), 1.

147 One example, see re: Naval School: “Memérioletin Militar (4/1/1900), 8-10.

148 Manuel Mondragén, “Defensa de las costas,” Lareifi® the depicted submarine, superficially similar
to the Holland-class subs, lacks workable air rgpsuamong other issues.

149 Bryan Anthony, “Mexican Politics in Transition, @@1913: The Role of General Bernardo Reyes,”
(PhD dissertation, University of Nebraska, 197Q), 7
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diplomatically abroad (see Chapter 4). For officers, the service expenes markedly
different than that of their land based counterparts.

Only a few hundred formally trained naval officers and less than a thousand
sailors served during the Porfirian era, yet they remain an important grourafgsis>°
Of all the branches of the military, the navy earned the greatesnaastains in budget
and numbers. From humble beginnings, the fleet boasted two training corvettes, six g
ships, and several transports by 1906, with more war ships on order from lItaly and the
United State$> The Naval School in Veracruz became known for its excellence in the
decade between its inauguration and the Revoldtfon.

Training new officers and machinists represented a priority in orderglacis
the foreign talent that staffed important positions in the 1870s NaThe requirements
of ship life, in particular the close quarters with crew members, seemedats afficers
from lower middle class origins. This, no doubt, was exacerbated by the common
perception that the Navy had little opportunity for advancements; with so few ti@ps
majority of advancing officers eventually found themselves assigned to @apsanf
Port, supervising shipping. Poor conditions aboard vessels, including endemic illnesses,
dissuaded other would-be officéré.The Secretariat attempted to attract more applicants
by glorifying Independence era naval heroes like Pedro Saenz de Bawaradhahelped,

and by offering sailors regular vacation time, which helped more. Perhapsabesgr

150 Compare to the 800 serving aboard a single corteamy British battleship, thi.M.S. Britannia

(1904).

131 CDX 5773 EmbMEX inEu to BR 7/26/1900 from New &grsee Chapter 4

152«prosperidad de nuestra marina de gueih/mparcial (1/20/1907), 1.

133 AGN, CMDF, expedientes personales, passim: A cemable number of foreign machinists and naval
crew appear well into the 1890s.

154 «3ervicio Naval,”Gaceta Médico Milita(T2 1889), 81.



210

attraction of naval life was travel, and Porfirian gun ships made numerous topsl &dr
“show the flag” and promote the nation (see chapter 4).
Engineering Changes

The branch of the specialist services with the greatest national promwasce
clearly the engineers. They roughly divided to three areas of expexisstruction,
cartography, and artillery. The engineers represented, much as the ratdictte
finest in Porfirian education and families. The highest ranking engineeringreff
tended to have highly recognizable names, coming from the clans of greatest poittica
economic influence. Many of the most successful families deemed enginaering
appropriate and desired service for their children. The engineers had dexédgenotch
education at Chapultepec, sometimes supplemented at foreign academies, #&liaxcel
mathematics especially. For some this represented true aptitude, suth Bslipe
Angeles, while others like Diaz’s son struggled academically. Ultimateiny
engineers enjoyed brief careers in the army before moving on to civiliantif@igher
salaries:> This did not detract from the important work that many accomplished while in
arms, nor did their future employments undermine the significance of the yralgar
prime institution in building a modern nation.

In the search for a scientific officer class, the engineers becasrdiab®
Porfirian shows of progress. Historically, the engineering units built on thes diitthe
sappers, and by 1900, the Sapper Battalion had been largely relegated to garrison tasks

the capital. Sappers had traditionally focused their work on fortress cormtracti

% Kelley, 132.
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demolition, and general fortification. Battlefield engineering began tosegend place

to projects of greater civilian nature, or construction of military buildi@gstographies,
statistics, and surveys increasingly fell under the aegis of army ikenide the control
over waterways, if for somewhat different reasbfid.aying out roads, raising new
barracks, installing fixed artillery, and charting exact borders becaoréips for both
sappers and engineers. These disparate and important duties at the heart ozatioterni
belied the meager numbers of specialists.

The new sapper-engineering officers differed in a number of other waysingraw
on manpower from all available units and from criminal or hired levies, theydlaye
integral parts in the tremendous expansion of communication networks (roads, rails, and
telegraph), of electrical services and dams, and of establishing both penalitmg mi
colonies®®” Military engineers, in addition to their quality education, were cheapar th
civilians and accordingly in high demand. They worked for a range of employers, as
often drawing pay from the Secretariats of Development, Interior, or Goeatnar
from municipal and state governors, as from their own Secretary. The Esgineer
remained under the overall command of planning officers from the PMF, but clearly
branched out from the army to direct the modernizing projects of Diaz and the elite

They were not alone. Foreign engineers, especially from the U.S. and Great
Britain, held lead positions in the largest public works projects across the country. The

Gran Desague, many railways, urban paving, and dam building depended mostlgon thes

156 Wwaterways were mostly federalized by 1888, sedl4silla,De como Porfirio Diaz dominas las aguas
(México DF: Concurso CIESAS, Oct. 1994).

157 For various examples, see career accomplishme®&arichez Lamego aiMemorias de Secretaria de
Fomento(1906-07).
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foreign experts and the capital they carrigdAmong the engineers brought in was
Henry Ossian Flipper, the first African-American graduate of WesttPwho worked as
a civil engineer following his dismissal on trumped up charges. He laterchisea
Senator Albert Fall on Mexican affairs during the RevolutfSmlthough such men as
Weetman Pearson, Alfred Frisbee, and others drew on native talent, includtagymili
engineers, to oversee labour and for local guidance, credit and blame forehe larg
projects generally ignored Mexican participations. Despite the importdrtbese
outside experts, the demand for the military’s builders continued to rise through.the er
Exotic projects only absorbed a small portion of the engineer’s time, given the
generally decrepit state of the army’s facilities. Construction psofectised on military
buildings: barracks, arsenals, hospitals, warehouses, and factories. Bapanissand
maintenance, touched on in the previous chapter, absorbed much of the army budget and
left little for new housing. Still, new projects appeared from time to time. Autineof
the century, considerable land purchases for new barracks, and interminab$etoepair
existing ones cost a minimum of 300 000 pe§dwVith six large schools, eleven military
hospitals, five factories, and more than eighty barracks, the engineem@atrdiction
companies had continuous work ahéddNonetheless, unusual projects associated with

expansions held more cache.

138 | uis Espinosa, “Resefia histérica y técnica delaas del desagiie del Valle de México, 1856-1900,”
enMemoria historica y técnicde las obras del desague del Valle de México 180®,%ed. Luis Gonzalez
Obregon, Tomo | (México: n.p., 1903)illiam Schell, Integral Outsiders: The Americanl@uy in

Mexico City, 1876-1911 (Wilmington, Del.: ScholafResources, 2001); Paul Garner, forthcoming.

139 For a full biography: Henry Ossian Flipper and @aid Taylor, Jr.The Colored Cadet at West Point
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998).

%0 Memorias(1900-1902).

181 Memorias(Dec. 31 1902), 12.
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Some of the larger projects drove the re-colonizing of the Yaqui River valley in
the wake of its forced depopulation and eventual repopulation. The power of a modern
nation became evident throughout the mostly depopulated eight pueblos of the Yaqui
Valley; the First Military Zone now boasted updated maps and surveysoadail
connection to the U.S., three permanent garrisons and a military hospital, and a major
canal and irrigation system (for layout of valley see Appendix 2, M} Eprmer
federal soldier Cajeme’s revolt sparked the first attempt to survésalley accurately
in 1881, and the CGE entered in force by 1887. Under the leadership of Colonel Agustin
Diaz, surveyors moved through the area with military escorts as partrafesyg of
scientific containment aimed at finishing the guerrillas and opening thdartoreign
investment®® After initial surveys by the CGE, the specially designated Scientific
Commission of Sonora arrived to map the Valley definitively for railroadsagd-scale
agriculture. Faced with serious problems of climate and health, the engineers
continuously upgraded the new barracks they had established. By the declared end of th
uprising, military engineers had fully occupied the Valley with examplésenf trade.

Cartographers and surveyors were important agents of change, esplecssly
assigned to the Geographic Scouting Commission (CGE). Far out of proportiom to thei
numbers, they affected wide territories. The military surveys combednitisckpe for
valuables, interfered in politics, rationalized navigation and communications, @name

thousands of towns, seized water rights, designed colonies, and, for themselves, found

52 Troncoso, 264-280.
163 Memorias de Foment909-10), vi-viii; and report for Comisién Ciefitb de Sonora, by Tnt. Cor.
Antonio F. Torres, 40-74.
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promotions and prosperity? Their slender ranks were thick with political connections.
Even the dimmest sub-lieutenant in the army soon recognized that these mem were a
elite group of the PMF, staffed by such family names as Diaz, Trevifio, and &onal
Military College graduate sent to command infantry would, if fortunatenétiairank of
major before retiring; one sent to the PMF’s engineers was rather umflinekglid not
make Lieutenant Colonel by his mid thirties. Cartographers played a rathiguaus

role in local politics and in fixing the landscape, but equally important were their
interactions with their fellow government and army actbs.

The primary task of the CGE was not in making places legible, but rather in the
active assertion of default claims on uncontrolled or locally ruled areas—eincess
military occupation by mapping. With scattered deployments of garrisons and
detachments across the nation, the surveyors served to simplify and fill spbetgsaen
and enhance central government claims.

This did not occur without cynicism and profiteering, an example of which took
place during a claim made on the Rio Hondo. In 1896, Licenciado Rebollar of the
municipal government of Mexico City attempted to commission engineers to sundey la
to the southwest, and possibly resolve the City’s great deficiency of potakleRah

civilian engineer, Guillermo Puga, informed the city that it would require gmgmeers,

184 Falcon, 124 argues that the jefes politicos aaseititermediaries between local civil and largditany
commands, | contend that this was true only in sareas, and that taken more largely the army ated
an apparently objective balance on embedded jefas I8y locals as corrupted and discriminatory (his
born up in letters from CPD and CDX, and in commiato Sec. Guerra re: jefes); TReriddico Militar
(1889) carried in series the renaming of all townd villages in Mexico, that they might have unigquep
notations appropriate for mail delivery and foritaity deployments

1%% Craib, 127-192.

1% R. Rebollar to Ayuntamiento D.F., 12/31/1896, AHyutamiento del Gobierno D.F., Vol. 1323,
Exp.1254 [122 pages total].
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two technicians, four servants, and six peons, as well as a budget of about 16,000 pesos.
Unfortunately, upon assembling his group, he received serious threats from ideyases
hostile to his enterprise, and he requested an armed ¥¥d&irecabildo government
dismissed his services, and requested the Secretaries of War and Interibeytfatm a
military commission from the Special General Staff, consisting ofeg tled captains,
four lieutenants, four peons, and whomever the local jefes politicos could spare. On
behalf of the Secretary of War, Manuel Gonzéalez Cosié responded in May thatyno arm
engineers were available, but finally agreed in August to comply withoadeequest—
provided that the City covered a substantial bonus of 70 percent from base salay for th
officers®® Having held out for higher compensation, the Rio Hondo Commission
continued to draw pay from the City for over two years, well after the stinislyed.
Ultimately, the frustrated municipal governor contrived to cancel the parasit
Commission only after a public declaration lauding their tremendous effortstisgpe
and service®®

The engineers of progress that carried cartography into all the dark cafrtiess
nation also dragged a portmanteau of greed. Local actors, as Craib has shownemade us
of federal surveyors to avoid, at least, falling victim to tHé€hMilitary authorities also
controlled deployments to mitigate local advantage; when one town requestedite ser
of several local-born army engineers fresh from the College, the presatd regrets.

Scandals and lawsuits often dogged the tracks of the CGE who at times

167 AHDF, Vol 1323, Exp. 1254 Guillermo Puga to R. Bldr, 4/3/1897 and 4/12/1897.

188 AHDF, Vol 1323, Exp. 1254 Secretaria de GuerrAyantamiento, 5/1/1897, 8/12/1897, 8/18/1897.
189 AHDF, Vol 1323, Exp. 1254 Ayuntamiento to Sec. Gag12/20/99.

10 Craib, 8-17.
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discovered unclaimed, that is to say, not officially titled and registessdirces, set their
stakes on it, and used soldiers to protect their claim. This reputation added to local
hostility and added an element of danger to the surveyors’ tasks. A nelseoyt,
usually twenty men, protected the engineers as they pillaged and mappedo@endi
were not always pleasant, officers reported great dissatisfaction asooigs to the
Guatemala border commission, and high rates of desertion. In another example, the
president sent letters out to precede a CGE mission by his nephew FéliadRiag
governors and local authorities to protect the survey {éam.something of a reverse,
when Trevino found a potentially profitable mining operation but he had only a dubious
claim, he wrote Diaz asking for a detachment of soldiers to protect it. Hedhpét
there would be profit in it for the president, perhaps in the form of a kickback, but the old
Oaxacan turned him dowf? It is possible that the denial was purely political, a
disinclination to strengthen a regional caudillo, or even that the request offended the
president’s sense of propriety.

Military survey work in the Yucatan, perhaps more than anywhere elselegvea
the martial nature of the engineer’s task. New ports, especially gittiienamed
Progresso and near Santa Cruz, allowed yet another important tool of empire, the
steamship, to help stitch the nation togetfi&Wast efforts and treasures went into

designing, dredging, and protecting new harbourages that drew the peninsriatbos

1 Agustin Diaz to PD, 1/24/1889, CPD Legajo 14 dajzoc. 230: asks specifically for his nephews Félix
Diaz and Ignacio Mufioz for CGE for the good of thegireers; PD to Grl. Carlos Diez Gutiérrez,
10/2/1890, CPD Legajo 15 Caja 25 Doc. 12034: dsisstte help Félix whom he is sending to San Luis
Potosi on Geographic Commission.

172 Jerénimo Trevifio to PD, 5/10/1885, CPD Legajo Had1 Doc. 5395 (response 5396): from near
Monterrey.

" Headrick, 17-18.
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the grasp of the central government. Not incidentally, these ports worked to haimyhe a
undermine the unwanted influence of British Belize in the Mayan regions. Since befo
the Caste War of the mid-century, government and business representatiees in t
Yucatan saw smuggling of arms from the British to Mayas as a chief c&usvolt ™ In
1867, officials discovered a large cache of gunpowder on a ship intended to meet with
natives at Bacalor, men the author of one letter referred to as mercilagesand the
scourge of civilized YucataH? Suspicions against the British supply of arms to
barbarians continued, and in 1876, an accusation pointed to the presumably anti-Catholic
stance of the English as reason for their hostility. The solution to this foneggference,
military planners thought, would be the establishment of a guardable buffer zone. The
political carving of the peninsula with the establishment of Quintana Roo thus put the
finishing touches on the anti-British posturing by blocking smugglers and consajidat
area administration. To these efforts, military engineers added armesad and rail
project that would tie together economies, and by 1905 lay bare any potentially
dangerous jungle interiors.

Porfirian roads, many whose routes are still followed today, matched thefines
military advance in late nineteenth century campaigns (see Appendix 2, Mdps3)ak
also the case in Sonora against the Yaqui. In Yucatan, the army built its roads along the

best paths between strategic goals; the all roads lead to Chan Santa Gitalzofcklaya

resistance) phenomenon. The road between Progresso-Mérida and Chan Santa &ruz was

17 secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores (SRE) ArcHigtorico Tomo 3, Legajo 1669, letter to Ministér o
Negocios Extranjeros, 7/28/1874.

17> Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores (SRE) ArcHistorico Tomo 3, Legajo 1669, Y.L. Vallarta to
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 1867.
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necessary umbilicus that connected two major projects while, not accidesitalhg the
region in two. This permitted federal armies swifter movement and betterdsgis they
sought their elusive enemies. For aggressive officers, especiallyigintidiuerta, this
also facilitated the deployment of small guerrilla-style troop movenvambscould rely

on roads for re-supply in between jungle excursidhBorces under General Ignacio
Bravo built a defensible set of permanent supply lines from which to scour the
countryside. New ports in Xcakek, Progreso, and Cozumel allowed steamship acdess
roads were made more efficient with the construction of a military raibystem. These
rails ran from Chan Santa Cruz (later named Santa Cruz de Bravo in honor of the
General) to Peto and later to Vigio Chi¢aFurther roads between the coast and
Valladolid, and extensions of civilian rails in the north of the peninsula, consolidated the
swift movement of federal forces. With the advantage of mobility and communication,
and with vicious tactics including hostage-taking, the army quelled whatrredhai

Mayan resistance—at least for a tiM.

Constructing the all important roads in the Yucatan required overcoming the
grave lack of workers. While racial features disappeared from officiedrrb@nd army
records, this prohibition only applied to nationals. The army turned to Belize, and brought
in foreign corvée labourers less affected by tropical disease and@agay. While the

government had modernized its population beyond race, field officers found a ready

®PHO 1/31, Meraz, 6.

" Memoria1902, 447.

178 See “Campafia de Yucatanéxico Militar (1900), 17-20; Kelley, 68-71; Victoriano HuertaBe,
5/20/1902, CDX BR Vol 34, Doc. 6750: on chasing ddlaya; Victoriano Huerta to BR, 9/3/1902, CDX
BR Vol 34, Doc. 6754: use of rail and telegraphtafiano Huerta to BR, 4/6/1902, CDX BR Vol 34,
Doc. 6743: taking families as prisoners; PHO 1/8Latdo Angeles Meraz, 6 (on Huerta).
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supply of African heritage men next door whom they could use for the arduous toil of
road and rail building’®

Engineers and the military generally worked to colonize their own nation,
encountering hostile peoples and climates as they tamed a previously spbetevé
patrias chicas. To this effort, medical officers contributed against theianfeciden
climates of the pestiferous tropics, which they felt could be defeated watulcase of
racial traits. The unhealthy southern frontiers required diseasanédmces to conquer
on behalf of the nation. The larger project of homogenizing the people beyond racial
difference made contortions of language a necessary element of nagsticalrse in the
army. Officers attempted to make race disappear as they deemed it dindizen-
European (i.e. non-modern). At the same time, the need for soldiers genetgiathnte
to tropical ailments, those with African or certain indigenous parentage, wasoocdynm
assumed. Army personnel records with rich biometric details and photos, assiduously
avoided racial language or descriptions, silencing differences while rusitirgctions.
Recruits thus processed lost official acknowledgement of any racialtiegntvhich
suited the project of making them into national masses (see Chapter 1).

Yet this created a problem for officers with the task of identifying apprepriat
men to garrison the Yucatdn and Quintana Roo against indigenous uprisings. Maintaining
a force required the identification and gathering of two regiments of whatnttyenamw
termed “disease-resistant” soldié?$In 1906, the units were produced but resistant did

not mean immune, and with losses and discharges, it became impossible permanently t

" vVictoriano Huerta to BR, 4/6/1902, CDX BR Vol 3gc. 6743.
180 “Territorio de Quintana RooMemoria(1906), 12.
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provide this garrison. The officers delicately avoided racial languageusithrave faced
additional challenges in finding men, given the personnel records’ limitatiecsuiing
from areas of higher Afro-Mexican populations, such as Veracruz, and skimming darker
skinned conscripts from random units, simply could not restock the regional regiments,
and they were disbanded after 1998.
Official silence on race did not erase its significance. A conflidtiwithe
Presidential Guards unit illustrated that when Guardsman Francisco Guasaelavith
his Sergeant Rafael Gallardo y Puga, a native of Veracruz with pregusoaié African
ancestry. Beginning with racial taunting of the Sergeant as "Marde Cuba" and
"Conde de Africa," and foolishly followed with comments about Gallardo’s metteia
punch to the nose, the Guardsman basically hanged himself. As a result, Gueya@ enjo
a prompt voyage to Quintana Roo for a lesson in malaria and indigenous Wérfare.
The Science of Arms

The construction of factories to produce arms and ammunition had a
central place in the nationalists’ hearts. Since before independence thieaakmy
depended on imported armaments, and with recurrent shortfalls in the treasunyythe a
often lacked weapons. Further, by the late nineteenth-century the skiie¢@mg of
tools of war emerged as the marker of world-class nations, of the well-edarat

developed®® French and German arms makers held principal place as the manufacturers

181 Memoria(1909), 57.

182 AGN, Fondo De Guerra y Marina, Estado Mayor Prexige Caja 93Expediente de Francisco
Guevara; ironically, Gallardo y Puga was likely ionme to the malarial disease which likely shortened
Guevara’s life

183 Frederick M. NunnYesterday's Soldiers: European Military Professi@ma in South America, 1890-
1940(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1983),5i@s
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of the highest quality in specialist weapons, particularly artilleryleathe U.S. had
made tremendous gains as the producers of large quantities of rifles like the
Remington®* The regime expected that the products of the newly renovated and
expanded National Factory of Arms and National Powder Factory in MexicovGlitlgl
at least supplement purchases from abroad and help establish federal sto®kpile
course, the cost and danger of such factories, especially when housed near the City
centre, gave pause to some, but the Engineers insisted that they could manage the perils
of proving their expertise. The meaning of gunpowder in the process of imperial
expansion has garnered intense historical attention as the sine qua non of European
colonization

Properly under the Department of Artillery, the fabrication and storagerof wa
materiel clustered around Mexico City. The National Foundry and National Aaatsrfy
were located near Chapultepec, on the outskirts of Tacubaya. The location of the National
Powder Factory caused problems that were finally resolved in 1895 when, afteofe
fear and complaints from the neighbours of Belém near the center of Mexicit @rs
finally relocated to a spacious plant in Santd®a&mmunition magazines, going by old
terms like Molino del Rey or Casamatas, were more diffusely distributedaigesst
supply caches and artillery hordes they kept in Almacenes, with their own sub-

department and controlled by the staff of the Parque General. The only major

1841an V. Hogg, and John Weeldjlitary Small Arms of the Twentieth Centu(finois: DBI Books,
1981), 116-152; PD to Aurelio Melgarejo (in Liegé)11/1891, CPD Legajo 16 Caja 8 Doc. 3769-72:
expresses his preference for purchase of more Geriftes.

185 AHDF, Ayuntamiento del D.F., Vol. 34, Exp. 96, B/898: complaint that Fab. Nac. Pélvora, still
located in Belem, lacks proper water supply as.well
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establishment outside the environs of Mexico City was the Arsenal Porfirzo WRiéch
repaired naval vessels near Veracruz.

Mass production of armaments and rifles was beyond the capacity of the modest
factories Diaz had built. At least in peaceful times, the army brass chosehase the
best arms they could find, upgrading for example, from their old Remingtons to lthe hig
quality Mauser 98s. This rifle was so well-engineered that it remaineditamngervice
in many countries until the mid-twentieth century. By 1905, more than 50 000 had been
purchased, compared to 19 000 of the U.S. Hfle.

Early efforts to build a better artillery corps picked up speed as Europeans
competed to control foreign sales. This also reflected the rapid improvements to
technology, especially for weapons proven in wars across the globe, sucthagemac
guns used in the Russo-Japanese conflict. In the early Porfiriato, the PddRmektly
on the French firms of Schneider-Creusot and Schneider-Canet to restockddeplete
artillery stores. Simple field pieces at reasonable prices taitradare-bones army, but
growing dissatisfaction with the quality of some of these weapons worriedgimeers
over time™®’ Proving tests of these guns constantly impressed visitors to the factory in
Europe, including Séstenes Rocha who wrote glowingly to his brother Pablo in a letter
published by th@eriédico Militar.*®® Testing at Chapultepec, nonetheless, showed grave

problems with reliability and durability among these and among the Bangjengethat

186 Memoria(1906), 15.
187 See Chapter 4, Footnote 114.
188 «E| ultimo colosal cafion Krupp Periédico Militar (1/1/1880), 7-8.
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engineers examined. This, and considerable politicking, allowed GeneraeMa
Mondragdn to contract for his own patented guns henceforth.

Mondragon, a prolific arms designer, began to work with French foundries such
as St. Chamond to produce a new generation of artillery. A favorite of Diaz, Méndra
was given great liberty to modernize arms, and to reform the FNA. He alkedwwith
his son, Enrique, an engineering graduate of the Military College and odlDmex
Philadelphia®® Working from a College thesis on a project to fortify national coasts and
ports, they first worked on establishing enormous cannons to protect harbours such as
Veracruz and Salina Cruz. The father was then able to push through funding and
production despite political opposition, and in 1907, the government held an inauguration
in Salina Cruz. The army now boasted one of the largest cannons in the world, an eleven
meter fixed piece that drew wonder and consternation from U.S. observers who shortly
thereafter installed similar defenses for the Panama Canal (£8@@)$75 000 a gun,
this behemoth fired 500 pound shells from a 10 inch muzzle—impressive, but not a very
practical expenditure for the Porfirian government. When Mondragdn and his son,
returned from a voyage in Europe in 1908, Nleav York Timesommented favorably on
their new coastal defense systEthAs a true deterrent to attack and a threat to unwanted
shipping, the piece outstripped most naval counters. The interests of the U.S. in the
region, deemed at threat by such potent defenses, led diplomats from the two nations to

strike a deal for the removal of the Mondragon arms, which were sold to Turkey to

189 AGN, CMDF ep-m Caja 359, Cpt. Enrique Mondragén.
19 casasolaBiografia llustrada Del General Porfirio Diaa 15.
91 "New Guns for Mexico,New York Time&Sept. 5 1908): 4.
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defend the Dardanellé€? This proved a wise move for the U.S., as in the invasion of
Vera Cruz a decade later, their forces did not have to face what might lesve be
formidable firepower.

Other weapons of the Mondragén clan did enter service. The Porfirio Diaz sapper
rifle, with special attachments for entrenching, was a common arm f@ $oits near
Mexico City. Another variation, considered one of the world’s first automataubiss
rifles, had a more limited run of production in a Swiss factory. While few reached
Mexico, German forces seized and used about 10 000 at the beginning of World War
One, before finding them too delicate for general battlefield conditidrsout fifty of
another armament, the St. Chamond .75 cannon patented by Mondragon, remained in
service until the Revolution. These relatively undistinguished pieces worked adfequate
well, but never gained much affection from officers assigned to them.

What the arms produced by these factories had in common was that they
illustrated the possibility for engineers to demonstrate a truly modernitgpa
armaments trade. Proving the ability of the military to make its ownavsagven if not
at cost-effective scales, therefore had a powerful appeal to army glamueengineers.

Engineers built new tools of empire in factories, for a nation attempting to cotspler i

Conclusions
Given guidance and specialized education by select veterans, the military

academy graduates became the gentlemen warriors and literate myrthatdhe

192pH0O 1/61, Becerril, 17.
193 James B. Hughes JMexican Military Arms: The Cartridge Period, 1866867 (Houston: Deep River
Armory, Inc., 1968), 19-20.
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regime required of them. They exhibited and exemplified what they had absorbed in
College about class and caste. They feared neither dueling sabre norteaihmneof.
They understood law, tactics, engineering, and leadership. They danced waltzes and
ordered servants, built bridges or destroyed forts, ate like the French andldrah& |
Germans. Perhaps, some hoped, they could even embody the bridge between the modern
and the traditional.

Once out of Chapultepec’s walls, the line officers undertook myriad tasks for
which no schooling could fully prepare them. Many moved from sterile classroom to
filthy barracks. They found themselves sent to command hard and frightening tmen wi
reputations for drunkenness and violence. Their fellow officers hazed them, robbed them,
and punished them almost daily. Actually leading troops out in the field against rebels
Indians, and bandits pitted the young men against a steep learning curve. [Sapaztfe
some excelled; most slid eventually into the opportunistic corruptions of the busca. By
learning the army system, they found means to steal extra coins for drinking a
gambling. Embezzling from forage accounts proved highly popular. For allquscti
whether in garrisons of ten or a thousand, in city or jungle, the common experience
included instability. By rapidly shuffling subalterns from post to post, the aneypted
to sever federal officers from building local connections or loyaltiesn8king the
officers move so often, the commanders hoped locals would see the armyessfadet
kinds of regional loyalties to charismatic officers that had propelled bBiahis

dictatorship would be avoided, if at a cost to young men constantly on the move, in exile
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from home. Adherence to the Gran Familia, the army, would replace the subaltern
officer’s lingering memories of home and of a mother other than the Patria.

Technical officers with three years more training filled roletithag army
doctor, naval commander, factory overseer, land surveyor, and barracks builder. They
constructed the nation’s maps, roads, colonies, and fortresses. They serastalitg
on areas long absent from central control, un-naming and re-naming them asithey
They pioneered the establishment or maintenance of military colonies irerameas,
facilitated recruitment and censuses, and protected foreigners’ inmstifieey also
surrounded, advised, and befriended the aging president.

In final analysis, the subaltern officers of each branch represented tlamtest
worst of the Porfirian system. Educated to internationally recognized stanith@ylalso
represented a limited echelon of class and ethnic backgrounds that furthensapart
from average Mexicans. They built a network of communications and modern
improvements for the nation, but did so in ways that alienated them from locals, and, if
necessary, did so in order to crush regional dissent. Officers embodied both venal
corruption and impressive self-abnegation; some even managed to do so simultaneously
as in the case of Victoriano Huerta who combined vicious self-interest viitbtiga
professionalism. The noteworthy accomplishments and successes of the affises cl
included a relative peace, enormous growth (economic and technological), andsprogres
in healthcare and hygiene. They also brought out the regime’s worst. Mexacdinsie

to remember the army for its pogroms against indigenous tribes like the Yaquiegad M
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its support for land seizingacendadosnd exploitative foreigners, and as the hand

wielding modernity’s whip.
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CHAPTER 4

ANOTHER THEATRE OF WAR: THE PERFORMATIVE ARMY

“La sabiduria de los congresos, la sutileza maquiavélica en el arreglo de
cuestiones internacionales, la inteligencia en la céatedra y la elocuencia en la tribuna,
muchos son y mucho valen; pero para formar un conjunto de grandeza nacional, les
faltan el necesario, el indispensable complemento de un Ejército: muestro de poderio, y
emblema de la vitalidad y riqueza del pueblo que lo arma y maritfenielexico Herald
cited inMéxico Militar.

“The Mexican people...have built a service which, if ever called upon again, will
fill that enemy with bullets and favorable opinions, and it will not be dissipated by a
defeat or two, as it was before it was reorganized—or better, recreated—»by the soldie
statesman President DiaZ.- Frederick Remington

The figure of the young cavalry officer in his sharp blue uniform and atop his
showy mount entranced the impoverished young Indian girl Julieta, in a strangely
poignant and out of the ordinary tale by Francisco Urgti2aly nine years old and
innocent to the world, the girl fell in love with the soldier as he kindly spent tikiaega
to her, in part out of his own home-sickness. She saw him in his military role on display
guarding Chapultepec and in military parades and reviews in the city. EVgritual
officer found his own friends, and a girl his own age, and poor Julieta had her heart

broken upon spying him in the arms of a sefiorita. This story, extremely unusual among

the works of the staid military author, illustrates the interplay betweeretf@ming

! “ventajosas opiniones extranjeras sobre nueséraig,” (Mexico Heraldcited in)México Militar

(1900), 157-8.

% Frederick Remington, “General Miles’s Review oé filexican Army,”Harper’s Weekly4 July 1891):

495,

® Francisco Luis Urquizo, “JulietaPe la vida militar(México: Herrero Hermanos Sucesores, ¢.1920), 30-
42.
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army and its audiences. The seeming naiveté of the poor and indigenous, who came to
believe in the images portrayed by the parading soldier, led inexorably towdadp a
sense of betrayal. The potential of the modern military man had been revealed in public
spectacle, a promise of national progress that experience denied. Yetmgeetnd

officer for all his apparent gallantry turned his attentions towards thttse abkle to

meet his needs, just as the Porfirian army would work to sell its national idealtbywe
elites at home and abroad.

Always an important part of public ceremony, especially in the form of the
military band, the military was on perpetual display in increasinglgdyjand impressive
ways. Public anniversaries and commemorative events routinely featureaymilit
parades, honour guards were conspicuous at state funerals and foreign Wgitgs rai
were visibly guarded, military and paramilitary units were exhibitedaahrand the
president wore his own military uniform on most public occasfons.

The military was displayed as a fetish along with railways anduttades (the
paramilitary police), all of which exemplified the national agenda of adémrogress.

The regime directed the military’s performances in public spaces witeractions
among citizens, foreigners, and government agents occurred. As a public spdutacl

military as an institution enacted an ideal of what the nation should be, constrarcti

* CasasolaBiografig Guy P. C. Thomson, “Bulwarks of Patriotic Libésah: The National Guard,
Philhoarmonic Corps and Patriotic Juntas in Mexi®7-88,"Journal of Latin American Studi@®:1
(Feb. 1990):31-68; Matthew D. Esposito, “Death Bigbrder in Mexico City,” inLatin American Popular
Culture: An Introductioned. William Beezley and Linda Curcio Nagy (Wilrgton: Scholarly Resources,
2000), 87-103.

® Claudio LomnitzDeep Mexico, Silent Mexico: An Anthropology of diagilism(Minneapolis: University
of Minnesota Press, 2001), 130.
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identity through its interaction with the nation’s subjects and privileged foxégyvers
Even if the optimal world represented was harshly dissonant with realitylittheather
arrogantly assumed that their vision would inevitably become the objective.for all
Ironically, even criticism of this vision provided a discourse where moderniss tene
would be reinforced and broadly inculcated, even though the elite’s methods & afaim
success might be bitterly contesfed.

Nationalism and faith in the legitimate power of the nation did not solely build
from the projects of the elite, whether civilian or militdmonetheless, the staged
performances had the potential to determine the course and language ofisatjdoal
provide the bases upon which common classes built their own understandings. The
particular priority of the Porfirian elite, positivist, scientific, anar@pean-like
modernity, became the standard. It was so engrained that even its critkedroaby the
incomplete nature of national development, not the direction it headed. Military
recruitment, education, hygiene, culture, and engineering displayed acspetcdf
norms and ideas to soldier, officers, and their immediate comnilifiity.stage did not
end there.

Porfirio Diaz and his government used a wide range of strategies tdrenact
military spectacles to represent the nation. The press and specializedsjatforded an
opportunity to reach the literate classes, and to demonstrate modern militargdgew!

in widely-circulated literature. The regime did its draconian best to dinticism in

® Diane Taylor Disappearing Acts: Spectacles of Gender and Natismain Argentina’s Dirty War
(Durham: Duke University Press, 1997), 30-37.

" Tenorio Trillo, 159, and in Lomnitz, 210.

8 Beezley, vii-xii.

° See chapters 1-3.
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domestic newspapers, and worked to impress foreign journalists as they could. From the
non-readers and other spectators, military bands earned renown in providing
entertainment, pomp, and patriotism. Frequent public ceremonies including
inaugurations, receptions, and funerals, set the army at the visual centre ofisationa
with hints of tradition and tones of modernity. These events, some of them filmed afte
1900, reached their apogee in the enormous parades that marked important fgstival da
At these and in other settings, the Presidential Guard framed the elite psoggcever-
present and visually potent symbol.

Building from the arguments at home, the regime actively engaged the
international military community to promote the nation. The president setiblega
attachés, and contingents to foreign lands, taking part in Expositions, Fairs, smmsjis
and exhibitions. Representatives sought out new technology, learned tactics, didsbusines
and displayed Mexican prowess. In the conversation with the cosmopolitican cognmunit
the military expressed the ideal nation, and made choices to evolve sejexdiael

institution.

The Army in Print and Press

The literature published by the army and its associates projected anoiftag
military and its ideal relationship to civilians and nation. As with newspaytaishing in
general, the Porfiriato gave rise to an evolution of specialist publicatidrettd@pted to
give voice to the army. These included: Bexiodico Militar (1879-81), théoletin
Militar (1888), theGaceta Médico-Militar(1889-92), thdRevista MilitarMexicana

(1888-1895) a Vanguardia1890-1891)Derecho Militar(1895),Boletin de la
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Asociacion Mutualista Militar / Vanguardi@l899, changed name in 190®)éxico

Militar (1900-1901), and thRevista del Ejércitdy Marina) (1901 until present)’ As
suggested from their titles, some journals focused on medical or legaltspecdhers,
like theVanguardia,were openly political tracts calling for Diaz’s reelection in addition
to other articles. Throughout these journals, army officers propagandized had owin
ways, and to their own audiences, promoted an image of the nation.

The journal editors seemed somewhat self-conscious and most gave readers a
justification of their publication in its first issues. TRevista Militar Mexicana editor
Angel Ortiz Monasterio asserted that since war represented the most ithfastar of
progress, it would give readers the scientific and practical arts of wiardimg advances
at home and abrodd The civilian papeEl Nacionalrecognized th®evista’s
importance because it was apolitical, and a means to make the army scfeftfimer
president Manuel Gonzélez wrote to Diaz urging him to makBéhestarequired
reading for all higher officers, and pointed out that it also came in a cheamvidesl
for instructing troops? This was not unusual, thieriédico Militar had long been
obligatory for officers, and subscribing was requite@iheMéxico Militar presented
itself as a scientific literary magazine of universal military, artslaim that explains its

frequent bouts of poetry. TheBoletin Militar gave the most detailed justifications,

9 These run dates are approximate, and come froitalakeaand cited archival sources.

1 “Nuestra programa,Revista México Militar(11/1888), 3-4.

12«E| nacional,”Revista México Milita(11/1888), 62.

13 Manuel Gonzélez to PD, 12/26/88, CPD Legajo 1%1@4jDoc. 11711-11712.

14 Archivo General de la Nacién, Fondo Guerra y Mari@omandancia Militar de D.F., Expedientes
Personales caja 367, expedientes (1867-1880) frerdeGN, CMDF, EP], note in expediente of Cpt. dua
Pevedilla.

15 “Interés general,México Militar (6/1/1900), 4.
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claiming it would: unify the officer class with specific information and gnseform the
public on the army’s less known works, share useful military knowledge fromroreig
and native scientific officers, defend the national honour and integrity, and finadly, be
step towards progress and civilizatfSithe editorial ambitions impressed, even if the
magazine only managed a brief run in press.

Understanding the mentality of an officer class requires examination ofdreei
the composite ideas that form self-representation and group solidarity, @edsethe
experience of living within the military subsystéfilhe journals of the military present
one entry point to approach the study of this lore.

TheRevista del Ejércitothe premier journal of its kind in Mexico, expressed the
opinions, concerns, fantasies, and self-image of the professional officer, innhwgoods
and with deliberately chosen contéhEurthermore, military journals form an integral
discourse within the conversation of the international military world—thersdi
exchanged their journals with other countries and made a point of listing within their
pages exactly with whom they exchangéalirnal articles deemed important might be
translated multiple times, resulting in a strange circularity as wheench publication
translated a Prussian conference to French, and after re-translatiopantshSn
Mexico the article returned to Prussia in exchange for a German perio@icatlials
also influenced each other in profound ways, arguing against other journals’ findings,

presenting new evidence and ideas, and telling their own histories to setlviesrapart

16 “Nuestra programa,Boletin Militar (4/6/1899, 4/13/1899), 1.

Y Frederick M. Nunn, “Latin American Militarylore:rAintroduction and a Case Study}ie America$5,
No. 4 (1979).

18 Col. E.M. Luis Palacios, edRevista Del Ejército Y Marina, vol. féxico, D.F.: Talleres del
Departimento de Estado Mayor, 1910).
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as unique. ThRevista del Ejércitdoraded journals with fifteen countries and with several
magazines within Mexico, a total circulation of twenty-four institutionsivedet (and
reciprocated) in 1910. Editors and contributors toRbeistancluded the best known
military educators and reformers in the military, such as Felipe Andgetestenes Rocha,
and Joaquin Beltran.

Breaking down the magazine’s contents by subject matter, militarycsegien
cryptography, and mathematics composed the pre-eminent topics of discussion,
particularly the application of calculus to techniques of artillery baligaround 20% of
articles). A close second in terms of frequency, changes in militargstaetuired by the
introduction of new technologies of transportation and machine guns warranted numerous
articles. A thorough listing of postings, promotions, demotions, and movement of officers
appeared in each issue, as did a brief description of military school reviewsstimya |
of medical cases seen by the military hospitals. These medical reeoeds$ a high level
of illness, averaging around 16%, and breakdown by garrison although they only list
general types of illnesses suffersfilitary histories filled the greatest space within the
issues as the longest type of article and often came in serialized formiai ednt
throughout the year.

Other topics appearing in 1910 included military psychology, United States
barracks life, leadership, and education. The journal commented on foreign affairs
directly in a segment called simply “Exterior”, and implicitly thrbuts many translated
articles. “Exterior”, a rare inclusion, dealt with only two topics in 1910, the Uidtates

defenses in Panama and Japanese naval technology. The majority of transdatiens
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from French sources, in particular from tleurnale de Sciences Militairglsut German,

Belgian, American, and Russian translations also appear in the 1910 edition. Ttse editor

re-translated three French articles that had originally appeared in Geulnamations,

suggesting that while the editors had interest in Germany their abifitteanslating

dictated what could be published. A painting of officers in the field also appeasadh

monthly issue, subtly implying that the text truly corresponded with the atatrlos the

depicted Porfirian army. The journal represented the Mexican officer toctte as he

wished to appeatr; it entered the dialogue as the ideal representation of toitéa
TheRevista del Ejércitanade it clear that the twentieth century army existed as a

place where science dominated, and proficient officers understood their plapems ex

in new technologies and means of war. These officers shared a languagen@atiathe

ordinance, military law, protocol) that facilitated their shared liteeadur military lore.

Specifications on new weapons (like the Halle grenade), detailed matharfaaticula

to evaluate naval power, and charts on explosive yield for TNT could be read and

understood by foreign experts. In the journal, artillery and engineergieckas the

epitome of the science inherent to modern warfare (the big guns took pride ofiptace s

engineering, after all, could be done by civilians). In reality, Rarfiengineers

frequently left the army, with all their years of education, and enterbéhsglaried

civilian careers? Additionally, the cavalry always held greater social prestige owaing t

long tradition, and the rising officers of the General Staff held more influsmpelicy

and deployment than did artillery men. So while the military value ofaitids a

YKelley, 71-72.
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science appeared issue after issue this had much to do with editorial bias anthldse
army’s priorities, which still favored other arms of service.

The histories related within the journal provided different insights into the
military lore. These articles, presented as reminiscences, seegasiing contrast when
seen against the scientific and translated pieces that ran in the sagseAdthough the
majority of contemporaneous fighting faced the army against indigenousgprisuch
as the Apache, Yaqui or Maya, the histories focused on fights during the French
intervention. Given that many readers already knew this history, and given the
international circulation of the magazine, the motive for its inclusion poses igiiimgr
guestion. In part, these articles represent pure self-aggrandizement, thiggdritie
egos of the remaining officers of those wars, many of whom held important pérees
stroked the pride of Diaz himself. They also offered explicit connections among
patriotism, progress, and education in didactic analyses loosely attachetiigidheal
narrative, usually appended as the moral of the story. As part of the comrevgti
other militaries they offered their clearest message, that of amntlitat having faced
France and won, had now professionalized and could stand alongside any European
military. Mexico, the history implied, had finally overcome its own tragst.pa

If the military literature presented one face of the regime, theasiilress could
not always be counted on to agree. Order, and indeed, Porfirian attempts to modernize
and dominate society in general, faced considerable internal critiCisregime
endeavored to limit criticism in the media through the jailing and occasioralsassion

of journalists, and more subtly by subsidizing pro-Diaz newspapers and periodieals. T
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government did not try to suppress the media entirely and, in fact, the atmosphere
apparently favoured media expansion, as newspapers increased from nine in 1860 to 531
by 1898%° At the same time there remained considerable resistance to the negimse (
much to modern ideals or Diaz himself) not only in large newspapeis|IMenitor
Republicanpbut also in the penny presses, cheap illustrated works intended for the
working classe$! Underground papers produced by exiles residing in the US, like the
Flores Magon brothers, also continued to provide alternative visions of the direction the
nation should be taking in papers sucliRageneraciéifwhich began its publication
inside Mexico). These newspapers, nevertheless, had relatively minor mrcalad
were arguably not very influential. While read by some expatriates and otsidedis
groups, these underground publications did not effectively reach either the poorest
(largely illiterate) elements in the country nor the general publibe important U.S.
market. Certainly, they did not have the effect on foreign perceptions of doma#istre c
that mainstream American periodicals enjoyed.

Foreign observers’ perspectives on the military, while skewed in many ways,
provided their public and important investors with exotic visions of Diaz’s nyilitad
nation. Wealthy businessmen involved in mining and railroading were also included in

the targeted demographic of major periodicals sudtiaager’'s, The Review of Reviews

* Garner, 123, 124.

% Maria Elena Diaz, “The Satiric Penny Press for Mgms, 1900-1910: A Case Study in the Politicization
of Popular Culture,”Journal of Latin American Studiggol. 22: 3, Oct.1990), 497-526; Phyllis Smith,
“Contentious Voices Amid the Order: The Porfiriare$s in Mexico City, 1876-1911" (Ph.D. Dissertation
University of Arizona, 1996).



238

Scribner’s,andThe North American Reviei American periodicals were an
intermediary between the important capitalists and the performances dafitaey/ ras
representative of a modern, stable, and western nation.

These periodicals had a number of similarities. They were illustratddeecin
its heyday in terms of readership numbers, and they all included articles onxicarMe
military. These articles came in the form of political opinion piecesofist travelogues,
and economic analyses. Some were later expanded into books, (e.g. W.H. Bishop’s), and
pictures included in the articles were occasionally reworked into largemgs (e.qg.
Frederic Remington’s works}. There were common threads of argument that run
through their discourses on the Porfirian military and society. These ygyertraying
the military as an evolved (or evolving) modern institution, 2) representing Maxico a
its people as a modernizing yet alien nation, and 3) evaluating the opportunitieskand r
posed to American interests. An ongoing dynamic within the articles that ghiged
modern (or modernizing) against the exotic Mexico, a dichotomy often reflected in
differences between the text and the illustrations. Finally, thaskeamgenerally
corresponded with the context of U.S.-Mexican relations. From 1870-1885, they
examined the prospects for modernizing and investment; in 1885-1897, they examined
border issues and favourably reviewed the army (especially in context of kadies r

like Catarino Garza); and from 1898-1908 they exhibited worries about the aamy as

2 Frank Luther MottA History of American MagazinefGambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1939)
p.410; Also see William Schelltegral Outsiders.

#W. H. BishopOld Mexico and Her Lost Provincélew York: Harper's Brothers, 1883); For examples,
Remington painted, "Full Dress Engineer" (1899}, HEngineer Battalion” (1899), and "Drum Corps"
(1899), which all appeared in his 18darper's Weekharticle, now held in the Remington Collection,
Houston, Texas.
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threat or its ability to maintain order (legally) within Mexico. How thistgdiStates
media represented the military was influenced, often directly, by effortie dtdrfirian
regime to promote their ideal nation. In this sense the American periockralse read
as a reflection (albeit somewhat unstable and distorted) of the Mexico tkat Dia
government envisioned.

One outside observer was the highly influential American author WilliamyHenr
Bishop. He traveled extensively through Mexico as a guest of the Porfiriamerégim
1881 to 1882, attending senatorial dinners, touring with a military escort, and visiting
salons anghulqueriasalike. His bookOld Mexico and Her Lost Provincé$883), was a
detailed travelogue taking the reader through much of the nation’s ghggamal offers
important, if anecdotal, starting points for the investigation of a militangedly
concerned with its image. He did not give, for the most part, a positive imabepBis
described an incident in 1881 in which a trainload of soldiersagundrdiente en route to
Cuautla, derailed. It was a dark night and officers were not present, so the troops,
shrugging off the effects of the crash, seized the opportunity to loot the liquor from the
wrecked train, and became drunk and excited. At this point, according to Bishop, they
began to shoot and stab one another, drunk, in the dark, in the wreckage — a scene of
terror and barbarism. In the chaos, accidental fires ignited the alcohol and the
ammunition cartridges, resulting in tremendous carnage: 156 killed and a further 68

wounded

4 Bishop,190. Casualty figures are from Don M. Coerviére Porfirian Interregnum: The Presidency of
Manuel Gonzalez of Mexico, 1880-18&brt Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 99204.
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Some of the Porfirian repairs to the image of their armed forces seem to have
been successfurhe army of the day had improved, and one article contended that Diaz
had created a well-ordered and disciplined force from unpromising mataitalgent on
to assert that the modern army had overcome its past difficulties througfoité of a
national spirit. The unknown author of “The Mexican Major” agreed, stating that the
reforms of the military had brought them up to international and modern standards, quite
different from the shabby levies of the p&siCaptain F.H. Hardie, a representative of
the U.S. army, appraised the Mexicans less glowingly; infantry men vatreveied,
deficient marksmen, and undisciplined sentries. On the other hand, he found them
accustomed to living in hardship and believed that their very rapid dog-trot style of
marching made them the premier infantry in the world for their moHility.

Press in Europe also had criticisms, for example the FigActorité
condemned the forced conscription of soldiers. Dla@io Oficial, voice of the
government, immediately published a rejoinder to this, offering as prooftastioaving
the level of reenlistment by, presumably, happy soldfeFsis fiction at least provided
deniability to an army still completely reliant on the leva in practice.

As tensions with the U.S. grew, a new tone appeared in the press. If Diaz's
performative army was reassuring to some, it failed to impress BrouBraodenburg
with its trustworthiness. He sensationalized the tension between the negyldmalihis

Harper’'s Weekharticle in 1906 had the rather nervous title “War Peril on the Mexican

% Janvier, 815.

2 Janvier, 755.

?"Hardie, 1207, 1211.

2 «E| Ejército Mexicano,Vanguardia(1/13/1891), 3.
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Border.” He described a country on the verge of a dangerous outbreak, with social
order disintegrating into outrages and anti-Americansfihis he saw as the plot of

those who opposed Diaz and the United States, who were hoping to incite a general
uprising over issues he considered minor such as the Cananea mine strike—today
regarded as precursory event to the revolution of 1910. The author saw Bernardo Reyes
as the chief anti-Diaz leader. Reyes was all the more dangerous asii$ weferms that

had created an effective army. Brandenburg’s review of the army stated #ipéte de

being largely manned by convicts it had become nearly on par with the U.S. or Europeans
in efficacy.® He, like the Porfirians, recognized the importance of appearing to the larger
military community and went on to point out that foreign diplomats and militargheitsa

appraised Diaz’s army in highly favourable terms.

If the army was to persuade its many audiences, the foreign press proved an
unreliable ally. Rather, the use of spectacle, particularly given lonitéeracy and

publication, became the heart of the military performance of nationalism.

Occupying Public Spaces

The army, to capture the public eye and imagination, put itself on display in
numerous ways, not all of them obviously martial. Public spaces were claimed and

occupied by the military through the establishment of national armoriesclksreand

% Broughton Brandenburg, “War Peril on the Mexicarder” Harper's WeeklyVol. 50 no. 2592
(Aug.1906), 1198-1217.

%0 Brandenburg, 1198.

31 Brandenburg, 1199.
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drill in central plazag? This architecture of power operated as a means of setting the
military apart from (but dominant over) society and helped inculcate acce|otiaee
state monopoly on violencé Less symbolically, the barracks also kept the reluctant
conscript from wandering away. The spaces literally occupied were to bal rieartr the
symbolic freight of earlier liberal practices, such as regionalias)iend were zones
where specific ideas of modern nationalism could be worked“ost prime example,
the Military College’s highly symbolic location claimed the end of a Pasétett@ma
lined with national heroic statuary, and shared the dominant heights of Chapultdpec wi
the President. This symbolism, deliberately invoked by the regime, was not lost on
foreign viewers’®

The frequent presence of the military band in public squares and streetd ereat
harmonious image of the armed forces that resonated with popular senses of tnadition a
nationalism. The Secretaries of War recognized the value of the band as sgrpessi
entertainment, and invested heavily in maintaining bands in each unit. Musicians were
expensive, sometimes as many as thirty men with special uniforms, instsyiared
training assembled in a uriitThey, for the most part, received the same low pay as
soldiers, but their directors earned a considerable bonus. They warrantepethsee

according to authorities, because bands gave the public an ardor for war anchtuh s

%2 Chavez, 284.

% Beattie, 117-121, states that the penetrationititany institutions into public and private spagcesnilar
to universal vaccination, was part of a highly isiva form of nationalism.

34 Guy Thomson, “Bulwarks of Patriotic Liberalism: @National Guard, Philharmonic Corps, and
Patriotic Juntas in Mexico, 1847-886urnal of Latin American Studi@?, no. 1 (1990), 31-68.

35 Mauricio Tenorio Trillo, “1910 Mexico City: Spa@nd Nation in the City of the Centenarido(rnal of
Latin American Studiegol. 28, no. 1 (Feb.1996), 85.

% Reed, 813.

37 Jesus Camargo to PD 8/7/89, CPD Legajo 14 Caf20b67936; also in AGN, Fondo de Guerra y
Marina, CMDF, Expedientes Personales, passim.
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to sacrifice themselves for the Patria, they gave soldiers aaistie of home and family,
and in battle they would give succor to the wounded as stretcher b&areeshigh
command believed bands created and instilled patriotism and morale, as they had in
National Guards and militias earlier in the country’s history.

The army bands represented an early mass media effect that reached larg
numbers of spectators at home and abroad. Any official government event wotdd call
a band to appear as accompaniment, and with the regime inaugurating statrgss fac
museums, boulevards, and public works almost incessantly, the bands were in high
demand. They gave a soundtrack to the Porfirian efforts. For example, even at the
opening of what amounted to a large sewage draining tube of concrete, the Gran
Desague, both a cannonade and the music of an infantry battalion were required to soothe
the honoured guests. The arrival of a governor or high official absolutelygblatiens)
required a military band, and the absence of one led to an inquiry and cllabgdiniary
public life in the cities rang with the music of bands practicing or performihgther in
barracks, parks, or the salons of ambassddétsr all that they were common sights, the
bands nonetheless enjoyed considerable popularity among regular Mexicans.

The army musician’s repertoire went well beyond the marches and pomp that one
might associate with martial music—this reflected deliberate ebdg directors and
composers to best appeal to audiences of civilians, and to foreign critics. The best

directors gained international renown for their talents. Juventino Rosas wvite a

384_os musicos,Boletin Militar (10/1/1899), 5-6.

39 AGN, CMDF, ep-a Caja 318 Tnt. A. Alatorre, 1882.

40| a musica de Zapadored,a Patria (3/30/1884), 5: band playing in square, list ofsiowplayed; AGN,
CMDF, ep-a Caja 323 Cpt. Santiago Avandafio, rejpertd 17B music.
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range of waltzes and mazurkas, including “Carmen” in 1888 for Diaz’s wife, a by t

1890s his songs made up a fifth of all music played by the Hriiwile touring in 1885

with the Eighth Regimental band in the U.S., his “Sobre las Olas” attained admat s

became world-wide fame. This was cemented when he performed it in 1893 at the

Chicago Colombian Exposition, where an audience of 50 000 heard his music. Less than

a year later he was dead in a shoddy Cuban hotel, a tragic end to a life of genius,

alcoholism, and brief fame. His closest competitor, and also director for the Eighth

Regiment and Sapper bands on tour, was Captain Encarnacion Payén. He and his band

were specifically requested by a number of international exposition ittmas) with

invitations from Portland and New Orleans to Paris and LofAtiAfter the band played

the West End in New Orleans, critics who reviewed the concert remarked on how

thousands in the audience greatly appreciated the performance, mostly manarkas, a

saluted Payén as a genius when he ended with a rendition of “Dixie” to thunderous

applause and acclamatiéhiThe musical diplomacy of the regime complemented that of

diplomats and attachés in building connections to broader international audiences.
Beyond music, the military also reached spectators at home with stabdexhi

and moving pictures. In the 1890s, army commissions of old and respected generals

worked to assemble museums that displayed military glory. This culminated in the

*1 Juventino Rosas: Notas nuevas sobre su, {@@aanajuato: University of Guanajuato, 1969)

“2\W.G. Byron to PD, 7/14/86, CPD Legajo 17 Caja 1t[8197-98: regarding Minneapolis Industrial
Exposition band offer; Encarnacion Payén to PD11/@&8, CPD Legajo 13 Caja 21 Doc. 10098: confirms
military band of 8Regt. for Paris Expo; Francisai€loon to PD, 2/18/89, CPD Legajo 14 Caja 4 Doc.
1736: asks to go with 8R band to Paris, he prelycusd been to New Orleans Expo; P. Ornelas to PD,
10/14/90, CPD Legajo 15 Caja 26 Doc. 12603-B.

*3“L.a musica del 8 regimientoBoletin Militar (9/6/1888), 4.
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opening of a war trophy museum in downtown Mexico City in 189e museum

primarily featured the colours and artillery pieces taken from the Frenkh @860s,

perhaps as a measure of diplomacy, no U.S. trophies were on display. Chapultdpec Cast
likewise impressed its guests with martial inspired artwork and antigeashing out to
spectators in new and potent ways, early films featured the military peeisestate
ceremonies and presidential tofit€arly silent films nonetheless reached few viewers in
these years given the lack of theatres and the relative paucity of footagdejemeid
Toscano collection reveals that most film taken after 1905 revolved around theofigure
Diaz, often riding the railways, and always surrounded by his General Staffrgad |
entourages in uniform. A telling detail, even at its nascent stage the newwnasdia

harnessed to state theatre and martial performance.

Parades

An important venue for militaries to see their rivals or role models, the parade and
official review brought militaries into the eyes of the world at large. Sdraew
schizophrenic, armed forces reveled in selective exhibitionism in highdlizéed
settings while at the same time jealously guarding their secretsagplisd to the
Porfirian military on display as much as that of European nations, althougtateesd
quality of display varied greatly from place to place. Diaz’s armed fordeb@mselves

on stage in a variety of contexts, with different justifications and mofilesse contexts

* AGN, CMDF, ep-g Caja 347 Mayor José Gutiérrez Zean®/14/1896: on war trophy commission with
Grl. Ignacio Alabone and AGN, CMDF, ep-a Caja &M@ Div. Ygnacio R. Alatorre, 3/25/1896, with
three other generals, authenticating pieces.

> Gustavo A. Garcia, “In Quest of a National CinéntaMexico’s Cinema: A Century of Film and
Filmmakers ed. Joanne Hirshfield and David Maciel (Wilmingt&cholarly Resources, 1999), 5-8.
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included impromptu honor guards and troop inspections, shows of force, ceremonial
occasions, and formal commemorative parading. All part of the visual cultusgef st
showmanship, these presentations displayed soldiers and weapons to exhibit strength,
modernity, tradition, solidarity, or belligerence as the director cédied

Regardless of its messages to specific elite audiences, the patadeatt also
represented a fun spectator-focused show that had its own impact upon ordinary viewers.
As a young boy, Francisco Urquizo remembered that his greatest joy tchsngdhe
military formations on national festival days. Indeed despite his latestdidta actually
being in parades, which left one dirty and uncomfortable and bored, he retained his old

joy as a spectatdf.

lllustration 4.0.1 military parade: Gustavo Casasoch, 1904 (SINAFO).

An article in theBoletin Militarin 1889 described a Cinco de Mayo parade where the

cannonades, music, and evolutions produced what the author termed a splendid effect on

4% Urquizo, “Vieja Guardia, De la vida militar 119.
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a public under the hot sun, the crowd showed its appreciation with thunderous afiplause.
Photos from the time reveal large crowds and sense of unruliness (lllustratidevén)
the occasional disruption of parades by enthusiastic soldaderas suggestedfa level
common excitement that such events might in&tillhe popularity and reception of
these events only highlights the significance of their messages.

Through the military parade, the elite articulated ideas about the modern and
masculine military in formalized ways. From a privileged seat at a 1908gara
American observer Thomas H. Janvier saw a well-choreographed militdirye new
uniforms and shoes, and they carried themselves through the streets in a rigitl-and we
disciplined fashion that he highly approvEdhis review, expensive, rehearsed, and
enacted for a select audience, was one of many highly deliberate perforimatioes
army, a performance that demonstrated proof of a particular visioexatanidadThe
show indicated the kinds of choices that Diaz made regarding modernity in tiaeymilit
Janvier acknowledged that the dress uniform and shoes were not practical foairMexi
warfare. Nevertheless, the marchers were outfitted with full-dneigsrms and drilled
for parade in order to send a clear message to the government’s invitedlgisesaltso
probable, given the reported figure of around 20 000 troops on parade, that the procession
looped back on itself, or otherwise paraded in such a way that each man passed the

reviewing stand two or three times, for there was fewer than half thaten@mnipvhere

7“5 de mayo, Boletin Militar (5/1/00), 2-3.
8 “Eormaciones militaresl’a Vanguardia(9/3/1891), 1-2; continued (9/4/1891), 1.
9 Janvier, “Mexican Army,” 820.
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near Mexico City’° The discussion of the double-quick speed with which the soldiers
marched confirms this. In order to maintain a constant flow of unfamiliadpey
soldiers, the men had to pass the reviewing stand quickly to avoid recognition and
reposition for the next pass. The painful and unfamiliar shoes may also have prompted
the troops to hurry the whole process, which nevertheless lasted two full hours. In this
way, the public male of the nation was repeatedly shown to the public, carefully
choreographed and costumed, and this had the potential to frame ideas about males and
their posture and to create connections with nationalism.

Efforts to convey a particular image to observers were concerted aneratdi
For example, Secretary of War Felipe Berriozabal personally ordeneipibked soldiers
of each regiment in the capital to present themselves for interviews witleidand for
artist Frederic Remington to sketthForeigners saw soldiers and officers, both common
occupants of city spaces, as dramatically different. Officers, asawsethme higher-class
men, appeared to these observers as somewhat ostentatious, cosmopolitan, and well
armed. In many ways, the dandy and the officer struck similar chords in qmreem
spectators. Bishop wrote of the silver covered and heavily armed dandigsthieliwide
avenues of Mexico Cit}# This figure, representative of a certain type of upper-class

masculinity, was a highly troubling figure to many, representing what vesisasea

*0 For similar parades, see Captain F. H. Hardieg“Wexican Army,”Journal of the Military Service
Institution of the United State:811 (1892): 1207; Frederick Remington, “Gend&fids’s Review of the
Mexican Army,”Harper's Weekly4 July 1891): 495. The more accurate estimatemof size is found in
Hernandez Chavez, “Origen y ocaso,” 287. See Dssonsn Chapter One.

*L Allen P. Splete and Marilyn D. Splete, edgederic Remington: Selected Lettékew York: Abbeville
Press, 1988), 63.

%2 Bishop, “With the Vanguard,” 225.
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dangerously feminine decaderé&Vhile the military man tended to offer a direct

contrast to this, some officers seeking to emulate the upper class adopted theioasspi
consumption patterns, use of make-up, and other behaviours that were seen with great
suspicion and disdain by many in Porfirian society.

Bishop also spoke of the Paseo de la Reforma (Mexico City’s showcase main
avenue)littering with bayonets during the frequent smaller military pessadéere the
soldiers were mostly small and indigenous and the officers trim and FrenchHilee
description highlighted the racial division in the army, whether real or madgirhe
appearance of indigenous soldiers conformed to a particular discourse of positivist
racism, emphasized by viewers persistently convinced of the inferioritye ahdigene in
the ranks. Uniform, posture, military spit-and-polish, and conspicuous wealth all spoke
to, and for, a different sort of masculinity from the observed roughness of the troops.

The military parade was an important and recurring display of natibriadi®ric,
projecting power, images and imaginings of what Mexico and mexicanidad migkd be
a performance of nationalism, it differed from its antecedents, celejptastory and
nation in different ways, emphasizing national citizens rather than regmmatenities,
and drawing attention to modern accoutrements of cosmopolitanism and technology. For
example, in performing the modern cosmopolitan nation as best they could, some
indigenous Mexican soldiers carried the new Porfirio Diaz automaticatfiers carried

Japanese, American, or German rifles, some wore spiked German helmets, anadlmost ha

>3 Mossemage 56, 57; Macias-Gonzalez, “High Life at the Laijayt 230.
>4 Bishop,0Old Mexicq 127.
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French-designed uniform3In exhibition, the cosmopolitan military had become quite
proficient, and according to Prussian observers, the parading army waarabha to any

in Europe>® This performance supported the goals of the regime by allaying the fears of
investors and tourists, discouraging perceived Guatemalan aggression, aillmnéaged
inclusion into international military circles, and even providing mass amtarént.

Equally important, nonetheless, the performative military offered an image»a€o

and the military man that was in keeping with the dreams and aspirations afpcdisam
nationalists.

Performance alone could not create concrete changes to the experieiece ofr
masculinity; rather, it was a means for instructing behaviour, coaxingrooity, and
suggesting agreement on one definition of acceptable identity. While not creaive i
outright way, through repetition and reiteration it could silence alternasians of
nation, making cultural assumptions seem natural. Some historians have argued that the
most significant changes to personal identities came into being after tireatorf
especially through the impact of changing economic structures and mass nieblite
it seems obvious that these developments had a significant influence on social and
cultural understandings of identity, they did not occur in a vacuum, nor did they come
into beingex nihila Instead, these changes tended to re-use and reinforce previously

existing identities and images, including those of gender. The image anddtelspef

5 Warren Schiff, “German Military Penetration intoelco During the Late Diaz PeriodHispanic
American Historical Revie®9:4 (Nov. 1959), 568-79; Gustavo CasasBkis siglos de historia grafica de
México, 1325-19254th ed., vol. 3 (México: Editorial Gustavo Cadas8.A., 1971), 1719, 1331, 1503.
56 H

Alexius, 10.
" For one example, see Alan Knight, “Weapons andésdn the Mexican Revolutionary Landscape,” in
Everyday Forms of State Formaticed. Gilbert Joseph and Daniel Nugent (Durham:dDuURiversity
Press, 1994), 58.
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the military man were not entirely persuasive, like many of the Porfatimpts to

image the natior® Although the regime made many unsuccessful attempts at instilling
modern identities, these discourses and repeated spectacles inexorabtyaresual

and behavioural example for understanding the modern nation. From this example came
the basic templates and languages for the creation of the new man.

The Mexican regime created a performative army that could emulate Enropea
and American modernity, demonstrating and parading as proof and pedagogue of modern
nationalism. As a public spectacle it acted out a sense of what the nation should or could
be, constructing an identity through its interaction with the nation’s subjetttat of
privileged foreign viewers. The military, clothed in all the symbolic trappofg
nationalism, enacted political rituals and silenced alternate views of tha.rfédr from
merely defending the country, its primary purpose became the performance of
cosmopolitan and nationalist ideals for the gaze of various audiences.

The military had a particular agenda in the message it deployed, one that
emphasized the reconstructed national troops. Modern, disciplined soldiers stgnd erec
rigid, and with their gaze directly ahead. The highly gendered implicatithresé terms
was deliberate, because the military stance was a demonstration oideast/, and
especially, masculinity’ Ideals of masculinity permeated society through the image of
the modern warrior, especially in the years from 1870-f813tance and bearing were

essential markers of manliness, with poor posture derided as weak and ladsng loéa

*8 Tenorio Trillo,Mexicq 1, 2.

% Kirk SavageStanding Soldiers, Kneeling Slaves: Race, War aoduvhent in 18 Century America
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1997), 97.

 Mosse, 51-3, 78.
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modern body reveals its social origin, and the military declares its owtitjdend
allegiance to the regime, through not only uniforms but also the distinctive beéring
soldiers® The conscript understandably did not exemplify this connection to the nation,
nor was he generally modern in his self-conception.

While military posture was both symbolically different from, and in theory
remedial for, lower class slouching of the industrial or agrarian worker, ttik/meant
that the recruit would necessarily interiorize modern, disciplined values. Bishexb not
that indigenous people who went to the cities for education would, upon returning to their
homes, change back to their old languages, clothing, and customs. Likelythaget
(or deserting) soldier reverted to past habits in much the same way. Irsanthea
highly structured rigour of the modern military generally did not filter midéovthe ranks,
of conscripts with poor hygiene, allegedly smoking marijuana. Perhaps this wa
indicative of the true intent of a performative military, not to immediatknge the
troops themselves, but over time to normalize and legitimize nationalist perspéat
specific audiences and spectators.

Concerns over diplomacy shaped the army’s message. Early in the Porfiriato
heightened tensions and conflicts over jurisdiction and military control over baaddr
apaches led to an escalation and, nearly, war with the United States alonghé&enor
frontier. This tension proved a significant test and victory for Mexico’s dipgiorarps

and government agerfsTroops under Generals Bernardo Reyes, Jerénimo Trevifio,

®'pierre Bourdieu cited in Chris Schillinfhe Body And Social Theorfondon: Sage, 1993), 129.
%2 For details see Daniel Cosio Villegas, etEl Porfiriato: La vida politica exterior, parte pmera,
(México, D.F.: Clio, 1998).
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and Francisco Naranjo defeated both hostile natives and revolution-minded &gpatria
the long border, and at the same time cemented new ties and the tentative relpect of
army officers to the north. Performance on the shared battlefield bolstered the
connections of the two military systems, a connection enhanced further through mutua
reviews and troop inspections. As leaders from each side visited the otherspereardam
they were invariably met with all the pomp and ceremony that protocol demanded; thi
ritual demonstrated a shared language and understanding of military lore that
communicated equali}’. By 1881, the connections between the two frontier militaries
took a further stride closer as General Trevifio married the daughter ofiiBriGeeneral
Edward Ord’* Significantly, Ord had previously been a major proponent of annexing
Mexico, a stance mitigated greatly by his new position of father-in-lawreaveenhdously
wealthy and influential political officer who officially feted him in a tairMexico City.
Impromptu reviews and encounters, often improvised, demonstrated both proficiency and
respect for a counterpart, and in this case led to more formal ceremonrgaitatiess.

While reviews along the border occurred spontaneously, the frequent and massive
parades that the military put on in cities demanded considerable expertise and
coordination. Official spectators, carefully chosen and invited, representdiplib@atic
corps of Europe, Japan, and the Americas. The Porfirian regime had a carefully and
deliberately chosen image to present to the foreign gaze, an image thatisttedernity
and stability. The social nature and the pomp are both obvious in this photograph of Diaz

with the cream of high society seated upon the reviewing stand (lllustration 4.2)

83 Cosio VillegasThe United States Versus Porfirio Djd#6.
% Cosio Villegas, 209, 214, 215.
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lllustration 4.2 Diaz at Review, Gustavo Casasold 906).

The wide plains at the outskirts of Mexico City allowed demonstrations on grded,sca
and complex unit evolutions. To impressive visuals and music, officers added grandiose
speeches replete with modernist rhetoric and compliments to the Pré3igften
lasting all day, the events became so crucial to organizers that one, Gerésal
Preciada, delayed redeploying troops to a combat zone to field sufficient merade pa
for his independence day (September 16) celebrations in°1885.

Visitors commented favorably on the military and its parade, noting how it
appeared comparable to European armies, and that in some respects, may have even

surpassed them. The best known parades accompanied the 1910 Centennial of

6542 de abril,”México Militar (1901), 651; and “Gran parada de abriN#&xico Militar (L900), 530.
% Grl. Jesus Preciada to PD, 8/9/85, CPD Legajodj@ €7 Doc. 8399.
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Independence in Mexico City where contingents from Germany, BiagilJnited

States, and Belgium took p&ftMore often, the Mexican troops received the credit they
desired. American journalists, for example, had written in impressed langbagethe
modern mobilization of the troops by rails and deploying of gunboats during tensions
with Guatemal&® Captain Hardie of the U.S. army attended a parade of some 10 000
troops a decade earlier in 1885, and came away with the impression that thenMexica
army had already achieved parity with his own afflanvier wrote that the army had
become a single and modern unit, and giving it his highest praise, claimed that it
appeared quite businesslife.

Other observers commented less on function and more on fashion. They noted
how gorgeous the officers appeared, or how French the cavalry looked; comments that
while a bit condescending at times, demonstrate the relative success girtieeat
hiding the worst elements of an often woeful military. Natives had their own
observations, and did seem concerned with foreign opinions around them. During one
September 15 parade, the General leading one division appeared out of uniform in gaudy
yellow boots that set the foreigners to murmuring and mortified the Mexicarvi€he
latter went on in his comments to suggest adding heavy cavalry to the speutacle, e

though it had no use in Mexican warfare, and remarked on the robust health of the men of

%7 For a full description of the Centennial as cosaiitgn celebration see Mauricio Tenorio Trillo, "T®
Mexico City: Space and Nation in the City of then@ario,"Journal of Latin American Studies 2®. 1
(1996).

Mexican Capable Stategylew York Time&Feb. 13, 1895).

% Captain F.H. Hardie, "The Mexican Armylturnal of the Military Service Institution of thiited
Stateg1892).

0 Janvier, 815.
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the 2" Battalion who seemed as fit as any Européamother spectator admitted his
civilian ignorance of military procedures, but expressed his great acimifat the
apparent precision, beautiful uniforms, and magnificent horses. The rapid mamting
maneuvering by the cavalry he claimed, had an indescribable effect on hirtg aki
explosion of light’

The parade could also prove modernity. The Second Reserve, an innovation of
Bernardo Reyes, paraded in great numbers in 1901. To Reyes’s disappointment, the
Second Reserve disbanded by Presidential order only a year later anddlee para
remained one of their few high points. Another modernist display, Enrique Mondragén’s
1903 precision artillery demonstration fired the newest explosive shells nidkxigan
gunnery appear the equal to that of the world’s most technically advamcies &

By 1883, visitors arrived under modern electric lighting on electric tramways to
comfortable stands to observe the show. Along broad avenues rife with monuments
displaying history and traditions, the army in its modern accoutrements paraded in a
display marked by its universal and cosmopolitan appeal. Highlighting thisggheitéy
national and traditional image of therales performed in the same places, a less than
subtle counterpoint to the modern appeal presented by the federal army and gemdarmer
The army, most in French style uniforms, had their own styles of medals, their asvn pac
of marching, some units carried rifles that Europeans could only envy, some wore

German helmets and sported Kaiser moustaches. A unique blending, this cosmopolitan

" “Columna de honor,Revista Militar Mexicang10/1/1890), 557-8.
24 a gran parada militar del 5 de mayd/&éxico Militar (1900), 530-1.
3 CasasolaBiografia llustrada Del General Porfirio Diaz, 183®65 91.
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hodge-podge of fashions and accessories, framed in the most patriotic rhetadic, coul
only be essentially Mexican.

The great parades of national holidays provided one venue for the regime to
express a vision, yet they were far from the only spectacle in the ynikgaertoire.
Smaller processions, such as funeral honours, and semi-private arms demonstrations or
reviews, broadcast different messages and fostered alternative resgfisied state
receptions, like that put on for Ord in Veracruz following his daughter’s wedding,
represented an important way for regimes to demonstrate stability andhnsedsibility.
State funerals, commemoration of historical events, important visits, and iaaogsitof
industry all provided excuses for a military spectdtlEhe Porfirian regime hosted
diplomats and state visitors at official reviews as a matter of cddiage honored
influential Americans, specifically General Joseph Wheeler, Segi@t&tate Elihu
Root, and President Howard T&ft.Ceremonies, an occasion for high class socialization,
allowed the military to put on its best face and show spectators their presgdtence,
and technological mastery, and at the same time their respect for thernsagi the
nation’s past.

Burying dead officers could be a complicated task. The ordinary militaryduner
presented a type of everyday public ceremony with generally less exgresheffort than
those of men like Manuel Romero Rubio’s in 1895. They afforded honours in keeping

with rank. For the top echelons, journals printed lengthy obituaries and panegyrics with

™ For more on state funerals see Matthew Espoditenorializing Modern Mexico: The State Funerals of
the Porfirian Era, 1876-1911" (PhD Diss. Texas &tfan University, 1997).

> Reviews described in "Banqueting Minister Jacksbiew York Timeg&July 5 1985); Casasola,

Biografia llustrada Del General Porfirio Diaz, 183®65 "How Mexico Impressed General Joseph
Wheeler,"New York TimegJan. 15, 1905).
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full page photos and even poetry. The aging officers of the Porfirian regime, rhany w
had fought in the 1860s, began dying in droves by the 189Gt even for lowly
subaltern officers, special funeral arrangements had to be made and this soon over-
committed the army. Official attempts to deal adequately with this, andvapr
appropriate honours, stretched military manpower in the City of Mexico. Asasarl
1868, the officer of the day in Mexico City’s central military command had coned
that he simply lacked the troops, and especially the musicians, for the fdherals.

A number of factors came into play. Every time family or neighbours reported the
death of an officer, the first priority became identification. During the 1888s, t
ironically named Captain Alegria worked incessantly to find the dead, idémin, and
arrange for their funerals. As officer of the day, he needed to be sure whodad die
order to assess accurately the pensions, notifications, and the number of troopd requir
for the honour guard. Complicating this, some of the dead had no family nearby or in
contact, and neighbours might only know the rumoured rank of the cadaver. Theft of
pensions from the mentally ill senior officer F. Arce, for example, had been gossiil
because of his isolated habitatiérOther bodies were found through complaints,
rendering testimony about identification difficult. The officer took inventorthef

deceased’s possessions in the event that there was neither family norraomdl.dase,

8 Frangois-Xavier Guerrae Mexique: De L'Ancien Regime a la Revolufiame | (Paris: L’Harmattan,
1985), 53-61.

" AGN, CMDF, eps- Caja 371 Cpt. Fermin Sada, 1868.

8 AGN, CMDF, ep-a Caja 321Crl. Eduardo Arce, (5/8a8136 page file on his victimization through
falsified documents, and his death without familyfreends.
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this painstaking list making even included the make of shoes, and needed signatures from
two witnesseg?

Once Alegria satisfied himself as to the name and rank of the dead he nekded stil
to arrange an honour guard for next day burials, a challenging organizationlesst.at
As an example, the October funeral of Brigadier General Jesus Sodda@atteops and
officers from the General Staff, the™ Battalion, and the i’ORegiment as a start. Under
the command of Colonel Eugenio Barron, this meant arranging logistics acithdire
four Jefes, forty officers, almost 500 troops, 151 horses, and around twenty band
members. Sosa died at 7:30 p.m. and was buried the next morning at 9, slightly more that
12 hours latef® With some high profile cases, politics determined the Jefe in charge, as
when Rocha led the honour guard for former president Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada, or in
the funeral of Carlos Pacheco on the independence holiday of September 18, 1891.
More often, they selected the officer in charge simply on availability.

The nation put on display in parades, music, reviews, journals, and funerals built
up the military as the primary exemplar of mexicanidad—setting théuitsti as an
extension of the President, who had increasingly reworked the army into his own cult of

personality.

" See for example, AGN, CMDF, ep-s Caja 372 Cptjakidro Silvestrini.

8 AGN, CMDF, ep-s Caja 372 Grl. de Brig Jesus SaSos

811/97/00 Felipe Berriozabal dies; (CPD guia, efmpb/13/89 former president Lerdo de Tejada’s body
returned to Mexico, Rocha commands honores; 9/16fCarlos Pacheco dies.
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President’s Guards

The idea of a unit devoted to escort and protect the head of the Republic was far
from new, yet until 1900, the guards surrounding the President came from a selection of
men taken from the assorted battalions on service in Mexico City. The guaicks off
the day selected a handful of soldiers from a variety of units, with some apparent
preference for engineers (to 1895), turning more to sappers (1896-1900), and drawing the
rest from cavalry unit®? For the most part, these soldiers represented the outer shell of
security, visible deterrence, while plainclothes bodyguard details handled ¢hiegbra
task of preventing assassinations. The troops, therefore, held a far more cdretgonia
as honour guards and sentinels, appearing with the President in public outings as symbol
of military and national power. Furthermore, their presence added to thedatessown
military credentials by associatiGhiHaving risen to power as a national war hero, Diaz
sought constantly to reinforce this image. His public persona was basicalliaaymne
and he wore his uniform to most formal State occasions. This especially proved true
during the large holiday ceremonies or at special events such as public tressrevi
Military College graduations, or large-scale maneuvers. At the samaghe strategically
assumed civilian garb when it suited the audience, as with inaugurations of monoaments
railways.

For a number of reasons, the ad hoc system of selecting guards no longer satisfied

the military brass by the turn of the century. During the tenure of the refordedh

8| ey de organizacion 189@rticle 33 redefines zapadores dutieyedade€aja 100 on transitions to
new units.
8 See Victor Macias-Gonzalez, "Thagartijo at theHigh Life,” in The Famous 41230.
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General Bernardo Reyes as Secretary of War (1900-1902), he ordered thmfoofha

this new and more selective detachmddéecreed into existence in July 25, 1900, the

unit consisted of troops drawn permanently from the “best soldiers and classes of the
army’s regiments” who met certain physical and moral charadtsti$fThe company
numbered 50 soldiers with five officers and a flag begpingdor. Typically 30 to 40

men formed an escdit.The Guards’ duties specifically entailed barracks service, escort
detail, providing orderlies (to General Staff and in the Presidential Salorgeando de
parejas The latter duty seems to have meant simply that pairs, with the more senior
soldier responsible for the junior, would undertake miscellaneous errands andgyuardin
yet oddly appears under the service regulations for th&%uitall high official

functions such as funerals, receptions, inaugurations, or parades, the unit took part as a
stiff and silent presence built around Diaz. In addition to their formal edatiess, which

were restricted to the President, guards drove and maintained the few aldésmséd

by Diaz, and seem to have also been responsible for grooming their own stable of horses.
Several of the Guards provided security and service as orderlies fomsetabers of the
General Staff’ The relatively recent institution of the General Staff, a measure imvente
in Europe and simultaneously adopted by the U.S. and Mexico, offered the corporate

framework into which the new unit would fit (see Chapter 3). In addition to these

8 Reglamento€ap. 2, Art. 4; Letter of 6/25/1900 General SanResto to Samuel Garcia Cuellar, re:
official creation of Guards in EMP Exp. Caja 98 Edente de Samuel Garcia Cuellar.

8 Reglamentodrt 12 — specifies one major, one captait)(2 tenientes, 1 subteniente, 50 guards, 1
sergeant major, and 1 picador.

8 Reglamento€apV, Art. 20 “servicio de cuartel, escoltas, oratezas y parejas”; Art 25, only to offer
“escolta a presidente de republica”; Art. 29, 2 @ado serve as orderlies in Salon de Presidencia

87 One older Guard Orderly allowed re-enlisting a 4§ in 1909 because he had “always been in service
with Gen. Fernando Gonzalez” and "no en servictaa¢ EMP Exp. 97 Cerrardo Barragan.
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administrative details, the Guards embodied a modern face for the public teswitnes
Being in the public eye more than most soldiers, and especially noted by highgrankin
diplomats and foreign guests, these men also represented their natioaay @aulit
exemplars of the finest soldiers available —at least in theory.

A number of motivations that reflected the rise of a modern and theatrical
performance of nationalism, the personal ambitions and needs within a profeasignal
military, and the opportunity for an experiment in class-based voluntary reentitm
justified the rather expensive recreation of an honour guard for the registearfkong
these, Diaz’s government became increasingly reliant upon public cerencor@eetite
a sense of nation, history, and heroism, which tended to reinforce the seeming®giti
of the regime. From enormous official funerals to ritual inaugurations that se
Cuauhtémoc and Benito Juarez monumentally at the centre of the nation, tharPorfiri
elite worked incessantly to present their own vision of the nation, and to dictatentise t
in which it might be discussé&dThe creation of a new and updated Guards unit with
modern arms and uniforms, matched and drilled, to accompany the visual speatacle th
surrounded Diaz’'s swelling cult of personality should not surprise. Rather, one wonders
that it took so long to appear.

The second rationale stems from the internal politicking of the military
administration. Reducing contact between certain local generals and the nzdlanal

doubtless had political implications, if not necessarily motives. BernardesRay

8 See Matthew D. Esposito, "Death and Disorder ixibteCity: The State Funeral of Manuel Romero
Rubio" inLatin American Popular Culture: An Introductipadited by William Beezley and Linda Ann
Curcio Nagy, 87-103 (Wilmington: Scholarly Resoww,c2000); Tenorio TrilloMexico at the Worlds'
Fairs; Claudia AgostiniMonuments of Progress: Modernization and Public el Mexico City, 1876-
1910(Calgary: University of Calgary Press, 2003).



263

popular general and former governor, understood maneuver better than many of his
colleagues. Providing this unit presumably impressed the President with hishcander
care for making Diaz look good. This gave Reyes the opportunity to attemgthaoga
bit radical by nineteenth-century standards in terms of its class composition.

The creation of the Presidential Guards mere months after his taking power
should not be dismissed as coincidental to his reformist ambitions. Before gtherin
position of Secretary of War and Marine in 1900, Reyes wrote a beautifuityinihted
volume of military history for Vicente Riva Palacios’s series on Mexpalitical and
social evolutior?® Complete with a respectful nod to the outgoing General Felipe
Berrriozabal, the tome represents nothing less than a declaration of Resgisrirto
join the military elite to the more modernist Cientificos in advising thergovent. The
Guards represent on a smaller scale what he hoped to accomplish more widely, nam
the establishment of a voluntary, motivated army of literate and middigediasldiers.
Concurrent with this smaller project Reyes simultaneously created¢badsBReserve’
This short-lived, but quite popular, experiment in voluntary middle class militarigse
saw immediate results, with some 3000 recruits drilling in Mexico City and thdsisa
more signing up across the country. Seemingly filling a void in a middle clasdgnost
for the National Guard (diminished in the past few decades) and eager for more
participation in national life, the Second Reserve could not survive the quite ¢ustifie

fears of Diaz that these classes might one day resent and overthrow him. Int€803, af

8 Bernardo Reye<€l Ejército MexicandMéxico: J. Ballesca y Ca., 1901).
% Secretaria de Guerra y Marina, Estado Mayor, ard@do Reyed,ey organico del Ejército Nacional
Nov 1 1900, Art. 234 [p.809], re: Second Reserve.
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Reyes'’s retirement, the regime disbanded the Reserve in the face of vocal public
opposition. Nonetheless, the smaller experiment in the Guards continued.

The detachment provided an opportunity for the General Staff, who continued to
command the Guard, to undertake something of an experiment in expanding the social
composition for, and changing the conditions of, military service. To lead such a unit
properly, required and justified that the Staff be paid extra so they could be pbésant
public ceremonied! With at least eight different universal recruitment and service
programs in serious consideration, it becomes evident that the Staff also envisi®ned thi
as an effort to deviate from the usual pattern of conscription and lower cldissys8lIt
may not be surprising then, that the Guard Reyes called into being consistadypoima
men from middle- and upper lower-class backgrounds. Furthermore, once selected and
vetted, these men were not to be treated with the usual disdain that generally
accompanied service in the ranks.

For the most part, the Staff succeeded in finding precisely the type of men they
sought for the Guards, at least on paper. Around 30% of the recruits came frorty a fami
background of small business ownearsrierciantes and over 50% came from trades
including tailors, carpenters, electricians, mechanics, cobblers, and the sk&allA
number filled specific functions in the unit, such astthabartero(harness-maker). Only
a few came from such lowly professions as porters or day workers, and a lvdudifielr

veterans from theurales or gendarmedilled out the rosters. Overwhelmingly, this

1 Mondragén, 16.
92 Eduardo PazA donde debemos llegar: Estudio sociolégico mil{itdéxico: Tipografia Mercantil,
1910).
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remained a troop with higher than average socio-economic background throughout its
lifetime.

The officers maintained this standard by strictly adhering to the reznddtr
acceptance in the Guard. Upon applying, recruits had to provide three character
references and two medical checks, they had to between 25-45 years old, and they had to
be at least 5 foot 5 (165 cm), although they averaged about 5 foot 7 (170 cm).

Assuming they had robust health and sound referees, they further had to prove their
ability to read, write, and do basic arithmetic, and to display their equreskils. They
finally had to enter a two year contract, agreeing to a bond of 100 pesos for equipment
and mount deducted from their pay at a rate of twenty-five centavos daily. Towtynaj

of Guardsmen recruited hailed from Mexico City and State, the Bajio, asdajalnd

none at all came from important (to Diaz and Reyes) States such as Oaxaeamr N
Ledn. More pointedly, none at all came from troubled regions of nation, such as the
Yucatan, Sonora, or Chihuahua, where various insurrections and uprisings plagued the
regime into the twentieth-century. It may then have been an issue oyJ@aslvell as
pragmatic hiring, which limited recruitment geographically. Questiothsyalties may

also have played a role in the decision to hire younger men.

Aside from occasionally taking old grizzled veterans, the vast majoritywof ne
Guards had barely been born when Diaz first took office in 1876. The young new face of

the volunteer military had an average age of 25.6 years at entry, alth@urglofye/ork

% ReglamentqsArt. 5. Also see “Guardias PresidentialeBgletin Militar (5/23/00), 5 for regulations
(used possibly as advertising) and advertiseme®{8300 that the new unit still needs three trurapet
picador, mariscal- should be strong, with good cmhd?5-45 years old, 1.73m—it then asks fellow
officers to make recommendations.
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and rough lifestyles was evident in the presence of scarring on some 30% oatesse f
Here aesthetics also had a part. Perhaps rugged good looks, perhaps the nornyof the da
the Guard was also informally screened to include better looking men than usual, and
newspapers discouraged the less handsome public from applfing.record further

shows that Guards with more European features did not appear regularly, lisgisgonl

of the 316 as having green or blue eyes, and these few only remained in servicera yea
so?® Nevertheless, photographs indicate that they were at least presentable, if not
necessarily a showcase of military polish.

Founded primarily to facilitate the performance of Porfirian theatre as honour
guards in the public spectacles, the unit also provided an opportunity for an experiment in
class-based voluntary recruitment. The Presidential Guard trial had ungetlitg for
the General Staff planners. The imposition of disciplinary structures intamtsigth the
soldiers’ expectations led inexorably to a highly unstable roster of personttebaiww
extraordinary annual rate of replacement, the institution lacked basic conéindit
incoming recruits, not understanding how to circumvent rules properly, were mdye like
to receive dishonourable discharges, especially in their first yeanoées. For officers
concerned with reinforcing their own social status, these middle-classgd<Gmerely

confirmed stereotypes of drunken and debauched lower classed predispositions. For the

9 «_os guardias de la presidenci&! Imparcial (July 6 1900), 1, calls for only men featuring a
“complexion robusta” to apply for the positions.

% EMP Exp. Caja 92, Expediente de José Mariana R&887 green eyed); EMP Exp. Caja 92, Expediente
de Miguel Quinto (1908 blue eyed); EMP Exp. CajaB&ediente de Frederico Koelig (1903-4 blue
eyed); EMP Exp. Caja 93, Expediente de GuillermayGi903 blue eyes, dies in service); EMP Exp. Caja
97, Expediente de Guillermo Albarran (green eyespipious discharge); EMP Exp. Caja 97, Expediente
de 97 Juan G Bango (1906 green eyes, deserts BRIB;Exp. Caja 97, Expediente de José Cabrera (blue
eyes, 1903 mala conducta discharge).
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Guards, boredom and petty punishments pushed them to resent authorities and to seek
escape, whether that meant desertion, resignation, or inebriation.

One extraordinary case illustrates this. At around 11 in the morning during March
of 1902, residents of the City of Mexico witnessed the unusual spectacle oideRrak
Guardsman drunkenly careening past parading fellow guardsmen and officers—in a
possibly stolen carriage—with a known prostittht@his brazen display of disregard for
both societal niceties and the disciplinary expectations that surroundedehe el
Presidential Guards of the late Porfirian regime (1900-1911) showcasedfinenpliy
troubling state of this unit.

Their experiences indicated, as well, the conflicts involved with occupying an
uneasy position between different aspects of class and gendered behaviourgety a soc
refashioning itself as modern. Regulated in dress, language, leisure, aydtfami
Guards faced new rules that predictably conflicted with how they perciieetselves.
Demanding recognition of their position as soldiers and men, they clashed with polic
officers, and society more generally. Ultimately, this frontier positiowdsst various
and conflicting expectations of representing the nation, being soldiers, agdhien,
proved untenable. For the Guards, these contradictions could only be resolved through

behaving badly.

% Archivo General de la Nacién, Fondo de Guerra yiiva Estado Mayor y Guardias Presidenciales,
Expedientes PersonaleSaja 93, Expediente Personal de Francisco Gargall
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Taking State Theatre Abroad

Missions outside of Mexico carried officer representatives and contingents of
troops to its neighbours north and south, to Europe, and even to Japan. At considerable
expense, the Secretaries of War and of Foreign Relations selected anédlephayys,
some traveled for temporary commissions or expositions, and others as attashés spe
years abroad’ Over the years, Diaz sent many of his senior military Staff on missions
Europe, although sometimes this was also an expedient and face-saving medas to exi
his political adversaries. Nevertheless, most went to fulfill one or more ef e
tasks: to facilitate the business of the arms trade, to gather informaitnoridireign
military sources, and to represent an image of modern Mexico.

Diplomatic army officers learned a common military culture and langttzay
looked outside Mexico for much of its new identity. As such, the self-perception of these
officers formed relative to foreign militaries in the arms trade, the vehreviews,
parades, and the military journal. Soldiers sent to the U.S. and to Europe ashgart of t
conversation of nations accomplished a number of practical tasks including the
negotiation of arms deals, resolution of diplomatic issues, and observing foreign
modernization efforts. One important motive was the need for acceptance and
membership in the international military circles. Displaying an impressodernizing
army to the military attachés and arms merchants of these foreign natiorideyave a
credibility that denied the actual, rather poor, state of its military. Evatuand being

evaluated was a form of cosmopolitan inclusion into the modern world, and was an

" Diario oficial (6/2/97), details cost of legations to U.K., Latimerica, and Germany.
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increasingly important part of the Porfirian projection of the nation abroad. It is
significant that Mexico was not a simple recipient or mimic of other natraigaries
and their cultures, but that they were in a reciprocated relationship.

The assignment of military attachés also held political ramificatibme skilled
Captain Carlos de Gagern spent years in the German legation, at times fighgrgue r
even his expense money, and his Prussian ties made him ineligible when he wished to
transfer to France. Instead, the Secretary of Foreign Relations sugbastes $hould
move on to Italy, Belgium, or Spain. Others among the attaché pool had claseselat
with Diaz and his General Staff, for example, Francisco Garcia bexttanké in Great
Britain (1892-97), Fortino Davila served in Washington (1906-1911), Gustavo Salas in
France (1908), and of course, his son Porfirio Diaz in Washington in’i888ile
perfectly capable, the appointment of Porfirio Jr. to the important Washington D.C
attaché position upon his graduation at age 18 still demonstrated nepotism.

In an interesting aside, an attaché did need to meet the standards of the society
where he was stationed, as demonstrated by U.S. Ambassador Claytons=saell’
Appointed as attaché in Mexico City (where his father resided), the youmgemeged

on a debt in the Jockey Club, refused to accept a proffered duel, and departed Mexico in

% Tnt. Cor. Porfirio Diaz [Jr.] Fondo de Guerra wfiha, AGN. Estado Mayor, Expedientes Personales-
Officials and Tropa, Guardia Presidencial, Caja®a; Cor. Gustavo Salas Fondo de Guerra y Marina,
AGN. Estado Mayor, Expedientes Personales- Offcald Tropa, Guardia Presidencial, Caja 94; Tnt.
Cor. Francisco Garcia, Fondo de Guerra y MarinaNAEstado Mayor, Expedientes Personales- Officials
and Tropa, Guardia Presidencial, Caja 94; Tnt. Daxila Fortino Fondo de Guerra y Marina, AGN.
Estado Mayor, Expedientes Personales- OfficialsTanga, Guardia Presidencial, Caja 94.

% "Mexico Wants No Loan,New York Timegeb. 26, 1893).
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shame shortly aftéf’ Porfirio Jr., who had turned down an alternative commission to
Great Britain in the Royal Artillery or Horse Guards, spawned a sichilaling scandal

as attaché to the U8 Falsely identified as Diaz two years after Porfirito had left New
York, a Lieutenant Francisco Marquez attended a theatre performanasg Berishow,

he talked loudly and incurred dirty looks from a British spectator. Marqueztigavean

his card, a precursor to challenging in a duel, but the man tore up the card and beat the
attaché with his fists. A German baron advised the Mexican to ask for a dudlyfprma

but since the Englishman’s refusal might lead to more fisticuffs, Marguatyt

declined to do so. Diplomatic staff quickly corrected the newspaper by pointing but tha
Diaz was not in fact in the U.S., and sent the shamed attaché{fome.

The attachés abroad, for the most part, behaved admirably and were wedldecei
by their hosts. Captain Pablo Escandédn for example, moved to France with his whole
family and convinced the newspapers there that the army included only the upper-most
classes, unlike in colonial timé¥ Fortino Davila earned fulsome praise from his hosts,
and the ubiquitous Samuel Garcia Cuellar became a favourite at almost eveiitidixpos
held in the United States.

The opportunity to attend and participate in the rash of World's Fairs, expositions,
exhibitions, student exchanges, and international conferences was a cma@él pa

foreign relations to the modernizing and investment-hungry Porfirian regiméaryiili

190 william Schell,Integral Outsiders: The American Colony in MexidtyC1876-1911(Wilmington,

Del.: Scholarly Resources, 2001), 74.

191 Robert R. Symon to PD, 12/15/1892, CPD Legajo 4jaB7 Doc. 18213: an offer to have PD jr. go to
England, joining either Royal Artillery or Guardsder the Duke of Cambridge, Edmund Conmerrel.

192 gecretaria de Relaciones Exteriores (SRE), Agagad EUA, T421, Legajo 1049, Porfirio Diaz jr.,
(20 fojas).

193 «Oficiales en Francia,Boletin Militar (5/1/00), 5: (note, translated and reprinted flaerVoltaire.
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delegations attended all the large events, and many smaller ones, é¢\tenasdhis

simply meant sending an attaché and a band. To list only a few destinationsitedy vis
1882-3 in Paris, 1884 in Cuba and New Orleans, 1892 Madrid, 1893 Chicago and
Washington, 1895 U.S. and Paris, 1897 Russia, 1898 Paris, 1900 Paris, 1901 Buffalo,
1904 St. Louis, 1906 San Antonio, and 1907 Jamest&iwdditionally, student

exchanges from the Military College to Sandhurst or West Point, or from the Navy

School to France or Spain, took place, and students from the College also attended some
expositions as observers and displays dffkén these events and in daily diplomacy, the
arms trade primed the Porfirian ruling elite and their motivations.

The European arms trade had a profound impact on the development of military
knowledge in the America8® Long dependent on foreign made weapons and
ammunition, army attachés sought to reduce this vulnerability, and gain pregtige, b
enhancing the ability to manufacture arms at home. In the meantime, they sould a
facilitate favourable terms of trade for weapons that Mexicans could nptogkice, or
produce only in limited amounts at great expense. Foremost among the fordiggers t
turned to was France, dealing with the manufactories of Schneider-CanetdiCend

Banges, the St. Chamond foundry, and the shipyards of Havre.

104 AGN, CMDF, ep-a Caja 318 Mayor-Med Federico Aboe@/17/1893 to Chicago; AGN, CMDF, ep-g
Caja 345 Tnt. Cor. Med. Eduardo R. Garcia, 1893higson and Chicago medical congresses, 1895
International Medical Conference in Russia 1897 NAGMDF, ep-g Caja 347 Cor. Bodo von Glumer,:
legation to Berlin; AGN, CMDF, ep-v Caja 375 Maywed Daniel Velez: 1895 studies surgery in Paris;
Memorias(1900) Doc. 21: Military College students senPtaris Universal Exposition.

195 Matias Romero to PD, 12/25/1890, CPD Legajo 1% @8jDoc. 14344; Juan F Cahill to PD,
1/27/1890, CPD Legajo 15 Caja 27 Doc. 13207: (sexdBurst graduate sent to Mexico).

1%30hn J. Johnson, "The Latin-American Military a@dditically Competing Group in Transitional
Society," inThe Role of the Military in Underdeveloped Courgried. John Johnson, Rand Corporation
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1962), 108.
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A large part of the attachés’ task was to evaluate weapons that fosdigule
offered for sale. As early as 1879, it became evident to experts that the Banges
system had become outdated, and Eduardo Paz helped the government to arrange a
purchase from St. Chamond of new artillery pieces. His deal revealed theeegptnes
undertaking; despite near-insolvency, the government agreed to pay 400 000 pesos in ten
bimonthly payments for the updated gdf/sCommissions to Germany in 1890 and 1896
lauded the weapons produced by Krupp, and yet by the turn of the century attdchés stil
turned to the French pieces after comparisons. Manuel Mondragon, who had patents with
St. Chamond and had attended St. Cyr, observed demonstrations alongside Japanese and
Rumanian diplomats. These tests convinced him of the French guns rapidity oélfire a
reliability.*°® Further studies bore him out, despite his conflicts of interest, as the British
found the steel used at St. Chamond superior to any other in Edtdyechés sent by
Reyes, like Gilberto Luna, continued to support French manufacturing in 1901, and also
sang the praises of the Mondragén 75mm artillery they prodd€€mmmissions to
Germany, predictably, disagreed with this assessment, and attachégetiezedly found

the Krupp artillery to be better quality but more expensive. To a point, these divisions

197 Co. des Hauts-Fourneaux to PD, 1/30/1885, CPDjbelfaCaja 4 Doc. 1853: re: evolution from
Banges cannons.

198 «Correspondancia extranerdbletin Militar (4/27/1899), 3: report from St Chamond, Manual
Mondragon to Samuel Garcia Cuellar, 3/24/99.

109«Algo sobre las municiones|’a Vanguardia(5/14/1888), 2.

10BR to Crl Gilberto Luna, 5/8/1902, CDX BR Vol. ®bc. 6747: re: alternatives to Schneider-Creusot in
Paris; Dir. General of Societé Anonyme Capital 8, Bune 11, 1901, CDX BR Vol. 35 Doc.7471-74:
letter (in French) from Paris on cannons of Schere(@anet prefers Mondragén piece.
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between pro-French and pro-German factions were reflected within theeah@lpns
back homé™!

Perhaps less rife with conflicts of interest were the regime’d daadings at
Havre. The creation of a modern navy of steam-powered gunboats was beyond the
modest abilities of the arsenal in Mexico, and even large sailing vessels had to be
commissioned from abroad. As case in point, the regime ordered the purchase of the
Training FrigateZaragoza a vessel of wood and sail, from the shipyards of France in the
mid 1880s. In 1888, the attaché wrote to Diaz to update him on the construction, and to
volunteer his services in establishing a frigate building program for the Mekiavy'
Three years later, the ship was finally finished and a crew sent fromr\fetacsail it
home, for eventual service in both the Pacific and Gulf ffgdts.

The maiden voyages of tii@axaca México,andTamaulipasallowed the navy to
show the flag in various European ports, in Havana, and in Gulf Coast ports as a
demonstration of modernity and progré$sProperly crewing these and other ships
additionally meant sending some naval officers abroad for training until the nal nav

schools at Veracruz, Campeche, and Mazatlan were finally f€a@howing the flag in

M1 Max A. Philipp to PD, 10/7/90, CPD Legajo 15 Ca@mDoc. 12643-4 from Hamburg, has received the
commission there to study Krupp arms and see defms; AGN, CMDF, Caja 349: 1891 German Arty
comm., 1877 U.S. commission; AGN, CMDF, Caja 3683 German artillery commission; Periédico
Militar (7/1879), 7: Rocha writing on Krupp from Whphalia, 24km range but 500 000 francs cost.

H2F Ppelissée to PD, 2/16/88, CPD Legajo 13 Caja8 D435.

113 AGN, CMDF, ep-o Caja 361 Brig. Armada Angel Oimnasterio 7/9/1891 to Havre, France to
recieveZaragoza AGN, CMDF, ep-g Caja 343 Tnt. Armada Alejandron@z Baez: in1890 sent to
France to observe work on unfinishéaragoza AGN, CMDF, ep-g Caja 346 Tnt. Cor. Fernando
Gonzalez: in 1896, Monasterio takésragozafrom Pacific to Atlantic, temporarily on leave o
Presidential Staff.

1141 a Patria (11/6/1883), 8: [announcement quoted frbiario del Hogal).

15 AGN, CMDF, ep-b Caja 98 Asp. Armada Luis Borneqli€1/1897 sent on Commission to Escuela
Naval de Espafia, but fails entrance exam and ¢haliged.
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foreign parts could have a dangerous side. One of the first modern naval decarasions
earned by a sailor in the crew of themdcrata which had set out to plant a flag on
Clipperton Island off the Pacific coast. Lacking a proper launch, the caatai Julian
Santos to swim the flag in, and he narrowly escaped from the large schoollohgttac
sharks that chased him back to his sfifp.

For more advanced vessels, the Navy increasingly turned to shipyards in the
United States!’ Reyes sent Frigate Captain Manuel Azuete to inspect progress made by
the Nixon Lewis’s Crescent shipyards in New Jersey on five Holland-sldsarines,
the same facility that built the gunbod@@mpicoandVeracruz**® Unfortunately, the
ships did not meet contractual requirements, and after a lengthy lawsuit, thevasder
cancelled with a penalty® New gunboats were also ordered. In 1899, General
Monasterio, working with the permanent commission, negotiated a publicized deal for
some twenty-five steam vessels and gunboats from the Johnson Iron Works, an order
requiring the Works to expand greatly their production facil{f®&n Reyes orders,

Azuete also completed the purchase of four new gunboats in New Orleans 71900.

118 syarez Pichardo, 119.

Y7 Dir. General of Societé Anonyme Capital to BR, 740D, CDX BR Vol. 29 Doc. 5743: bidding on
ships.

18 Emb. de México (en EU) to BR, 7/26/1900, CDX BRIAZ9 Doc. 5773: from New Jersey, US has 2
and are buying 5 more Holland class subs; Cpt Fraguuel Azuete to BR, 9/25/00, CDX BR Vol. 29 Doc.
5790: from NY; Cpt.Frag. Man Azuete to BR, 9/6/@Q)X BR Vol. 29 Doc. 5785: purchase of 5 Holland-
class subs

119 g5ec. Relaciones Exteriores, Legajo 311, 4/19@WsUit over gun-ships from Nixon Lewis.
120«Congreso internacional maritimeRevista Militar Méxicand6/1/1889), 387-88: regime is sending
Angel Ortiz Monasterio, an educated man but alsiseh for his nobility—they are keeping his
appointment discrete for unspecified reasons; "EeBuys Armed VesselsNew York TimegAug. 27,
1899). This huge expansion of the navy, notablyenéook place and with Revolution was indefinitely
delayed.

121 Bryan, 71.
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The alternative of Italian made ships was explored, but soberly dismégeching the
ships was another priority, and commissions to study torpedoes began as early'a% 1887.
To some degree, attachés managed to sell some of their own arms to fereigner
thus proving if to a limited degree the viability of their national arms industriimis
optimism and sycophantism trumped reality, as when Sergeant FranciscqeRarote
to Diaz with hopes that by taking the Porfirio Diaz rifle samples to the Waiver
Exposition in New Orleans he would be able to sell some 50 000 of th&adly for the
sergeant’s dreams, the rifle was not yet patented and he was unable totdesplay
Reportedly, the German military attaché was favourably inclined tdvasecat least the
designs for a particular grenade, and felt that with this weapon in hand no foreign power
would dare invade Mexico agaift. The best arms, nonetheless, remained Mondragén’s
artillery pieces, especially the 75mm, and his automatic carbine gnaseated a
substantial advance in technological innovation. Ahead of its time, the latter had fatal
delicacies that made it unreliable in the field, and was only used in World War Quofe out
some degree of desperation.
Foreign militaries defined their own identities against the counterpagdrjeesto
them, and competing in fashions, borrowing ideas, and purchase of technologies were
certainly mutual interactions. Military diplomacy revolved in great pantrad the

science of armaments, especially in reporting on the modern and the novel. The semi

12E Esteve (Leg. to ltaly) to BR, 5/26/01, CDX BRIV34 Doc. 6644: urges fleet build-up.

13 pp to Vicente Riva Palacio, 6/22/87, CPD LegajcChpa 11 Doc. 5487: in Spain, he’s to commission
torpedo study.

124 gt Franc Ramirez to PD, 12/25/84, CPD Legajoja €&oc. 804.

125 wyentajosas opiniones extranjeras sobre nuesérait),” (Mexico Heraldcited in)México Militar
(1900), 157-8: Germans impressed with Mexican gtesathey feel that the dangers of invading such a
country are now realized by foreigners.
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permanent staff of embassies abroad routinely undertook reviews of foreigmymili
troops, and also attended unveiling ceremonies for new technologies, which they then
might recommend to their government. The missions and attachés contributed to an
artificial template of comparison to countries whose only actual interasith Mexico
found expression in the pages of the military journals. The comparative base came
through clearly, for example, in U.S. Colonel William Wade’s article about #raddn
army. He evaluated by international standards, placing Mexicans as equinéntry to
Prussians, better cavalrymen than English, and better at artillery tharncans. His
conclusion was that an alliance of U.S. naval ability and Mexican land forces would
make an invincible combinatidfi® In comparisons at foreign expositions, the army and
artillery won extravagant praise and numerous prizes, which despite theionekm
nature revealed a degree of respect. At the Parisian Universal Exposition of 1900, for
instance, the list of gold, silver and grand prizes awarded the Mexican confihgent
pages?’

Comparison and chest-buffing did not preclude missions to learn about the best
tactics and matériel used by foreign armies, and the legations rowgémdlyeports back
to their Secretariats. The training and gear of the Prussian army, #gadt=a 1870,
became a particular object of study for possible emulation. In 1881, Joaquin Gomez

Vergara sent a full catalogue and pictures of military uniforms tari®oEfiaz (then

126 “yentajosas opiniones extranjeras sobre nuesérait),” (Mexico Heraldcited in)México Militar

(1900), 158.

127 México Militar (10/1900), 200. Prizes from Paris Exposition inetugrand prizes to FNP, FNA, FN,
and for medals — gold to Cor. Mondragdn, silvenigoson Tnt Cor. Enrique Mondragén, and to Luis Gil
bronze to Cor. Ignacio Luna, Silvers for collab@matto Troncoso, Felipe Angeles, Manuel Mondragén—
gold medals to CGE and Colegio Militar also and teandful of other military engineers.
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Secretary of Development) from Berfiff. Attaché Gagern followed up on these reports
with lengthy studies on German barracks, and a report on the military colstgmdiat
focused on Lichterfeld. He stressed points he felt Mexico did to improve including
scientific training, full literacy, and modernized facilities, whichb@tame priorities for
the Military College under Rocha, Villegas and Beltf&Attention to Europe continued
in later years, as Reyes sent a number of military missions abroad toedtgnlsiph
systems in Spain and to take part in training in Germ#tye also sent a commission
under Lieutenant Colonel Pablo Escandon to study the function of European General
Staffs in February of 190!

The social network and image building that came from these interactions among
military circles demanded that contingents attend ceremonial eventghahidsethat
otherwise had no martial application in arms sales or education. An artiglle in
Universalreporting on the commission sent to France in 1890 detailed the banquets to
which the cadets and officers were treated, a young Felipe Angeles #mangnd
commented primarily on their bearing and toast-making. As something of an
afterthought, it also mentioned that they would be visiting an arms factory targcqua
themselves on the latest development of military arts, and to meet witretieh flvar
Minister**? Some officers making social and diplomatic trips abroad also received

foreign decorations as part of the ceremony. General Joaquin Beltran, founder of the

128 Joaquin Gémez Vergara to PD 4/18/81 (when DiazMia. de Fomento) Legajo 6 Caja 2 Doc. 772.
129 SRE AH Legajo 13, expedientes of Cor. Carlos Ga¢@t29/1882, 9/13/1882).

130Bryan, 74.

131 Tnt. Cor. Pablo Escandén, Fondo de Guerra y MaA@N. Estado Mayor, Expedientes Personales-
Estado Mayor Presidencial 1824-1912, Caja 96.

132«Comision militar en franciaMéxico Militar (12/4/1900), 299-300.
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General Staff, received both the Légion D’Honneur from France and the Otdter of
Sacred Treasure from Japanin 1910,Diaz junior was granted the Orden Militar de

San Benito de Avis from Portugese King Manuel, and Diaz senior was festooned with
military decorations from all of Eurogé? These relatively low-profile affairs built

social prestige on one level, but participations in international expositions hadad cent
place in cementing an image of the army in foreign eyes.

The Porfirian departments of war, development, and foreign affairs went to
considerable effort to send army contingents to major expositions. The frequent
involvement at the World’s Fairs provides one set of examples, and has garnered
significant historical study*> At the Buffalo Exposition in 1901, Mexican soldiers,
musicians, and rurales combined to provide an impressive spectacle at the expres
invitation of the U.S. Secretary of State. He was thrilled with their perfuzenas were
the officers who accompanied him, and the press reported hearing loud “Viva Mexico”
cries from the audiencg® The soldiers enjoyed what they described as modern and
hygienic lodgings, while the rurales walked the fairgrounds in pairs on display. Th
soldiers and musicians later gave a ten minute review for five thousand viewers tha
according to General Miles, proved Mexico’s progress and standing as one ofthe gre

nations of the world®’

133 Bryan, 71.

134 Tnt.Crl. Porfirio Diaz, Fondo de Guerra y MariddsN. Estado Mayor, Expedientes Personales-
Officials and Tropa, Guardia Presidencial, Caja 94.

135 For example, see Tenorio Trillo.

136 «Desde Buffalo,”México Militar (6/15/1900), 61-62.

1374_os rurales en Buffalo,México Militar (8/1/1900), 128-9.
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From underneath the shiny exterior, some old disciplinary problems bubbled to
the surface of the contingents. Free time may have encouraged gambling and lack of
spending money for contraband. In the case of Sergeant Macano Avila, who attended the
1900 Buffalo Exposition as part of the honour guard, claimed to have lost his pistol. The
suspicion of Captain Garcia Cuellar, and probably a well-founded one, was that the
Sergeant had gambled away his expensive Colt pistol, and should pay for a new one

himself38

Similarly, other soldiers on tour sold or gambled away rain coats, weapons, or
other expensive kit, presumably also to obtain spending money. The composer Juventino
Rosas even sold the rights to some of his music in San Antonio to pay for more
alcohol™*° Two soldiers at another exposition were accused of stabbing an American
sailor, but later were exonerated when they were shown to be misunderstood
Samaritans?®

These experiences of course, assumed that the soldiers managed to alfriire at
1909, a massive military parade in New York City featured troops from a dozesarm
and reported millions of cheering spectators. Unfortunately, the Mexicamgentihad
become lost and never arrived, althoughNleev York Timekter proclaimed them
found, albeit tardy and confus&d.

The 1907 International Military Exposition at Jamestown, Hampton Roads, could

have been a prime spectacle for demonstrating Mexican military pspgregell short

138 EMP Exp. Caja 98, Expediente de Samuel Garcial@u#dtter of 8/15/1901 Commanding Officer to
Cuellar, regarding Sgt. (2nd) Macario Avila whotlbg pistol at the Buffalo Expo.

139 AGN, CMDF expedientes personales, passim; antietmut BrennerJuventino Rosa@Narren,
Michigan: Harmonie Park Press, 2000).

140SRE AUE en EUA, T 170, Legajo 252 Exp.10 (Jamerjow

141»Millions Cheer Martial Pomp,New York TimegOct. 1, 1909).
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for a number of reasons. Financial crises at home and a cooling relation$hipenlit.S.
discouraged a full effort to shine, despite considerable efforts made byeitteéafEortino
Davila. The Mexican embassy rejected the initial invitations to attend, eldéiseit
Jamestown organizers’ impassioned pleas and compliments on past perfornkances li
that at St. Loui¢*? Eventually, and with seeming reluctance, participation was authorized
only after the publication of a list of other participating nations with some eiglhfztin
American countries appear&t.Davila commissioned a 2200 square foot building for
Mexico to stand alongside the 110 buildings of other countries and some U.S. states, but
it would not be ready on time for the actual opening of the Exposftf@espite the

primarily naval nature of the fair, unrest in Quintana Roo required Mexico’s ships, s
none could attend the event; the diplomatic guests coming from New York even had to
charter their own transport’ Instead, the attaché arranged for the General Staff's band
and a display of materiel from the National Powder Factory to representithe paen

as the big show involved over fifty naval vessels from across the globe. Inositasist

to the full company sent to the San Antonio Exposition only a year previous, the army
sent only a tiny group to JamestowWRUltimately, the press reported the event as a great

success, and reprinted the speeches given by President Theodore Roos@&bedtsas w

142 SRE AUE en EUA, T 170, Legajo 252 Exp.10 (Jamesjovetter from President of Jamestown
Exposition Company to Ambassador Joaquin D. Caqd$li$/1906).

143SRE AUE en EUA, T 170, Legajo 252 Exp.10 (Jamesjovikmbassador Casasus to Jamestown Expo
Co., 5/10/1906; and subsequent report by Speciairiesioner for Latin America on numbers.

144 SRE AUE en EUA, T 170, Legajo 252 Exp.10 (Jamesjo®lihu Root to Leg. Mexico, 3/26/1907.

145 SRE AUE en EUA, T 170, Legajo 252 Exp.10 (JamesdpBec. Relaciones Exteriores to Jamestown
Exposition, 3/27/1907, and Sec. State U.S. to EsypaEMexico, 4/8/1907 (on transport).

148 SRE AUE en EUA, T 170, Legajo 252 Exp.9 (San Aitpn
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full description of the opening day’s schedule and highlifitssrom the Mexican
perspective, the government only received a technical report from Davilaabncel
lighting for warships. It appeared that the heyday of military spectdribad had passed,
at least for the time being.

Having sent contingents abroad and accepted attachés at home for years, choice
had to be made regarding the knowledge gained in the conversation with these other
armies. Foreign influences on the army aroused heated debates withity @ifidies.

There were three schools of thought supporting French, German, or Mexican doctrines
The latter primarily came from Victoriano Huerta and Félix Diaz am$std guerrilla
tactics and small unit mobility (see Chapter 3). The curriculum of the Calagerally
followed a French model, using French texts, uniforms, and fortificat{BriEhe tactics
taught were modeled on those of the French, stressing artillery dominance and the
importance of the bayonet charge when leading conscripted (low-qualiapstf® The
French system favoured the aggression and élan that Napoleon embodied, lukereas t
German favoured the more calculated precision of the Prussian GenerdhStaff.
emulation of European states, the adoption of German tactics, marching songs, and
spiked Prussian helmets were encouraged by the pro-German GeneraVRaiethe
marching songs and German tactics never caught opikdldaubehelmet remained

part of some units’ dress uniforms until the Revolution. Since either French or German

147 Roosevelt speeches in “President Opens Jamestainh \Washington Herald4/24/1907), 2-6.
148 Daniel Gutiérrez Santoslistoria Militar De México, Vol.2, 1876-1914México: Ateneo, 1955), 20-22.
19 Gutiérrez-Santos, 23.
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militaries represented an equally optimal (if unlikely) model for theibéexelite to
emulate, choosing between the two models eventually became merely a matie'of
Whether the French or German systems were truly effective for figatwar
within Mexico was not crucial; the need for the military to enact cosmopatieals
swayed the debate far more powerfully. The editors oBtiletin Militar concurred,
arguing that there could only be one science of war and unabashedly imitating the
Europeans was the only way to advance. International expositions thus served to
highlight the similarities of armies, and although Mexico lacked money toraothst
Prussian quality soldiers, the attempt was more important than concentrating on
differences:>! This perspective ignored the real transformation of the army, and the

means by which it was happening.

Co-evolution of the Military Abroad

In many Latin American countries, foreign missions and military érgispread
their knowledge as part of a “civilizing mission” with the implication tflaabred status
and diplomatic influence would surely follow. These foreign missions, mostly from
France and Germany, penetrated with great success into the sociahfabndlitary life
in Brazil, Argentina, Chile, and Peru. In Chile, the inculcation succeeded sonatlf,i
that Prussianized Chilean officers began their own military missiorautdrees such as
El Salvador, Nicaragua, and Paraguay. Mexico, in contrast, never systédynavazd

foreign advisors and instructors to educate their military in the nineteentinyceft

150 Kelley, 69-72, but also important was the Prussiatory over the French in 1871, which swayed
Reyes’ support in favour of the German contingent.
151 Boletin Militar de Asociacion Mutualist#437
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much-cited article implied that strong pro-French elements in Mexic@pied the
success of Prussian agettsYet the French did not send advisors either, and Mexico
constantly moved away from French systems through to the turn of the censpite de
the French education of some important Porfirian officers. It has remailaegely
unexamined question exactly what foreign influence meant to the Porfiridaryniand
what the nature of this influence entailed. Compared to the military colonigiartook
place in other Latin American armies, Mexico resisted becoming the sabpgaty single
European power.

In place of the establishment of foreign military systems and standiodizthe
professional Porfirian officers selected between a number of alternadidels and
sciences of war. Moreover, they did so in tandem with their U.S. neighbour, each
undertaking similar reforms and drawing on European experiences in simajay w
although with quite different results. This should not be too surprising as these two
military establishments in many ways presented a closer and moregrersisttact
zone, each army continually seeing the other as rival and neighbour. A critesdrdie
from other Latin American nations, Mexico had immediate ties to the UnitessSta
shared history of warfare and conflict, a high degree of trade and societal conpections
and active diplomacy marked a unique relationship that encouraged Mexican
development without Europe’s direct interference. Whereas armies in Perhigd C
created a new Europeanized military class, Mexico professionalizedmext

informed by cosmopolitan ideals and close relations to the United States.

152 3chiff, "German Military Penetration into Mexicaibng the Late Diaz Period.”
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Reforms on a large scale characterized both the United States and Mexico’s
military organizations in the late nineteenth century. The two nations co-evolaed i
manner that suggests mutual recognition of professional goals rather gramgdat the
European efforts to influence. By choosing between models, and adapting them,
Americans and Mexicans created their own modernity, all the while watchthg ea
other’s progress. Porfirian officers looked to reform their military thhoadaptation of
tactics, legal codes, and regulations from Europe. In 1881, the administration of Manue
Gonzalez ordered from its attachés abroad a complete set of Frenchiorguaad
ordinances, and two years later produced a completely overhauled general ertbnanc
the military*>® This new code differed considerably in language and contents from the
1857 regulations it replaced. High rhetoric largely disappeared, and new ordinances
appeared establishing a medical corps, a general staff, and stamgetftkziise of
railways and telegraphs. Quite different from the French originals, thdsences
described an explicit plan for guerrilla warfare and the use of bandits and smsuag)|
scouts, perhaps drawing on successful experiences of the nineteenth century. The
document also provided the means to professionalize the army further by stressing
accounting practices that diminished graft and beginning the process eilifedgrall
military installations and materials. These sweeping reforms, baldtgrprovisions in
the 1900 Organic Law, reshaped basic structures and functions in the military.

Similarly, the United States army at the end of the nineteenth centuryt $ough

reform its own organization. In this effort two men stand out: General Nelson A, Mile

153\M1éxico, Documentosistdricos constitucionales de las fuerzas armatdasgicanasVol. Il (México,
D.F.: Edicion del Senado de la Republica, 1966).
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and Elihu Root, bitter rivals who nonetheless championed many of the same initfétives
Mi